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"SAN QUENTIN GUARD POST NO. 5, CIRCA 1885"

San Quentin Prison, founded in 1853, is the oldest and largest men's penitentiary
in California. Its maximum capacity was set at 5,000 by statute in 1960. Prior to
1927, the facility also housed women. Among its more notorious inmates have been
such individuals as the highwayman Black Bart, "Boss" Abe Reuf of San Francisco,
Tom Mooney andJ.B. McNamara . In addition, San Quentin houses all inmates condemned to death, for it holds the only gas chamber in the state.
Post #5, with its Gatling gun and feed stick, played a role in helping quell the
prison riot of 1859, when its guards were called upon to fire into the crowd. During
an ordinary shift, however, three guards armed with both rifles and revolvers, were
generally stationed at the site .
The photograph is from the collection of San Quentin State Prison, through
whose courtesy it is reproduced.
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Bartolo Sepulveda was arrested in March 1873 for the robbery and murder of Otto
Ludovisci in Sunol, Calzfornia. On August 2, 1873, an all-Anglo jury convicted
Sepulveda offirst-degree murder and he was sentenced to lzfe imprisonment in San
Quentin Prison. Sepulveda spent the following ten years under lock and key whzle
contacts on the outside worked dzligently to obtain his release. The unhappy story
does, however, endpositively: Sepulveda was pardoned on December 16, 1884.
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This ornate tower, ironically crowned with a .rtatue ofMinerva, Godde.rs of Wisdom,
was located near the back of San Quentin prZ:ron. Three ofji'cer.r were routinely stationed at thi.r point, armed with both rifles and revolver.r. At the time ofthe picture,
ca. 1880, thZ:r tower and other guard po.rt.r ofthe faczfity were connected to the main
prison by telegraph lines.

THE CASE OF BARTOLO SEPULVEDA:

MISTAKEN IDENTITY OR DOCTORED EVIDENCE?
CLARE V. MCKANNA

In the annals of Calzfomia crime, some remarkable stories have been told detazling the
arrest, conviction, sentencing and imprisonment of individuals who maintained their innocence. In some cases the _problem was mistaken identity, in others it involved unreliable
witnesses, but in the Bartolo Sepulveda case it appears to have been ''doctored evidence''
against a Hispanic. Given the hostzle Anglo attitude held toward Hispanics, it was not
unusual to accuse them of crime during the late nineteenth century. It is true that some
Hispanics, such as juan Flores, juan So to and Tiburcio Vasquez, committed violent crimes in
California from 1851 to 1880, but they were no dzfferent in that respect from lawless
elements within the Anglo majority. 1 Hispanics, however, were easzly identifiable by their
language, cultural dress ana' attitudes, and they could be picked out ofa crowd and accused
ofany crime that might occur. Because of this susceptibzfity to buzlt-in bias, Hispanics often
received unfair treatment from law enforcement officers, juries, prosecutors and judges.
Sheriffs harassed them, juries usually contained Anglo majorities, witnesses sometimes
testified falsely against them and, on occasion, judges improperly instructed juries. 2
Bartolo Sepulveda's troubles began with a robbery that occurred january I 0, 1871. At
approximately seven PM, t11ree masked men entered Scott's store at Sunol, about twentyfive mzles north of San jos.f, and robbed and kz/led Otto Ludovisci, the clerk. Witnesses
claimed that the kzllers were ''Mexicans, '' one of whom had entered the store several hours
earlier without a mask to make a purchase. 3 All three escaped, but the next day Alameda
County Sheriff Harry N. Morse assembled a posse and began a search for the cu!pn'ts.
Though he had little success, Morse became convinced that juan Sota and Bartolo Sepulveda
had participated in the murder and robbery. In early May 1871 , acting on new information,
Morse with Santa Clara County Shenff Nicholas R. Hams and a posse tracked Soto to
Sausalito Va!!ey in the Panache Mountains fifty mzles southeast ofSan jose: There, in one of
Clare V. ''Bud'' McKanna, lecturer in hzstory in San Diego State University , specializes in ethnic and borderlands
hzstory. Professor McKanna has been particularly interested in the San Quentin Pardon Papers, California State
Archives, Sacramento. The article above and a companion paper to appear in the Southern California Quarterly are
the first results ofthis thought-proz•oking research.
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Early photographs ofSan Quentin Prison convey an eerzly modern appearance to the
viewer. Above, cell blocks ca. 1880; below, the old "Stones" cell block in 1871.
Sepulveda was undoubtedly incarcerated in one of the blocks pictured here. The
striped unzforms became the offi'cial unzform of the pnson in 1854 and were worn
untz/1913 .
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the most incredible gunfights recorded in Calzfornia criminal history, Morse shot and kzlled
Soto after he refused to surrender. 4
It is significant that Bartolo Sepulveda was not present at that mountain hideout.
Whether Sepulveda knew Soto is not known. There is no evidence to indicate that Sepulveda
committed any crimes with the So to gang. 5 He claimed that he had been in San jose the
evening of the cn'me and left several days later, when he returned to his job working cattle in
the San Joaquin Valley. He spent the next two years there, except for convoying a wagon
train to Sonora, Mexico . When he returned to San jose he heard that Shenff Morse had a
warrant out for his arrest, so Sepulveda surrendered in March 1873, to prove his innocence. 6
Bartolo Sepulveda retained the legal services of Francis E. Spencer, james H. Lowe and
W. Van Voorhies to defend himself against the murder charge. The impaneling of the jury
began June 11, 1873, and involved a prospective list of twenty -one names. Not a single
Hispanic name appears on this list. After a sen.es of challenges by both sides, an all-Anglo
jury was selected. 7 The tnal began seventeen days later and concluded with a guzlty verdict of
murder in the first degree August 2, 1873, the same day the jury received its instructions.
Defense counsel challenged the verdict and calledfor a new tnal, with the submission offive
supporting reasons. Three months later, Third Distn'ct Court Judge Samuel B. McKee
granted the motion and set the second tnal date for February 18, 1874. 8 Based upon circumstantzal evidence, another all-Anglo jury found the defendant guzlty of first-degree
murder in the second tna!. Anglo-dominatedjun.es were not unusual dun.ng this pen.od. In
Santa Barbara in 1868, a jury of eleven Anglos and one Spam'ard convicted Francisco Javier
Bonzlla offirst degree murder.9 ' Justice '' under such circumstances could be quite severe for
Hispanics. Judge McKee sentenced Sepulveda to !tfe impnsonment. He am·ved at San Quentin August 5, 1874, and served more than ten years before being pardoned. 10
The San Quentin Pardon Papers, housed in the Calzforma State Archives, Sacramento,
offer an excellent source for documenting the interaction of a pnsoner with those trying to
gain hzs release . It becomes obvious, after studying thzs important source, that the inmate
had little hope of being pardoned zf he did not have vital outside connections. 11 Those in-
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Harry N. Morse, shenff of Alameda
County from 1863-1877 and
Sepulveda's arresting officer in 1873,
may have played a less than honorable
role in creating misleading evidence
which sent Sepulveda to pnson for over
a decade.

0
~

·~

.<::
(/)

>-

c:::>
0

()

"'
<(
"'
'0
Q)

E

>.

"'
Q)

t:

:::>
0

()

THE PAC I FIC HISTORIAN

7

PARDO~

FOR A Xt:RDERER.

An effort is being made to .<c;ecure a
pardon for Bartolo Sepulveda, who
was convicted in this county aoout
three years ago of. the murder of
Otto Ludovisci and sentenced therefor to imprisonment for life. Upon
what grounds a pardon is asked for,
we are not informed, nor can we imagine any upon which executivf'
clemency might be based in this case.
Sepulveda had two trials-his first
having beeR set aside upon some
teehnic:tlity-and was twice convicted. He was afforded every opportunity to clear himself that able counsel could de\·i~,; an1l claim for him,
but the circumst.ances connectec1
with t.he murder left no doubt in the
minds of all who heard the evidence
that the prisoner was guilty of the
crime. It was a wanton, reckles~
shooting down of an innocent~ 4111 man, who was ·engaged m thP
peaceful pursuits of a clerkship in 11.
quiet. country store. The victim had
no friends tn hnnt down the murderer and a''enge the fvul deed ; but
the strong arm of the law took up
the cause of the dead man and of
justice, a.Rd its officers sou!{ht out
tha guilty ones with a zeal and determination which no craft nor cnnning could outstrip.
Sepulveda has
been twice convicted of that murder
- convicted on e\·ideuce which would
have hanged him had it not been for
the passage of the law about that
time whiCh gave the alternative of
death or life-imprisonment. In deference to a sentiment which prevailF•
t,., Bome consitlemble extent against
the death penalty. we will not say
th'lt Repnlvcda f11rfcit::a his life when
lte t•)()k Lutl•"·i~,·t'~ .. but we unheBi0
tatingly dccla1 · · t ktt the cowardly
~ criminal "then forfeited hi» right to
~ walk abroad among lllen, to breathe
~ the same fr~e air that the law abid~ mg citizeng breathe, to stalk red~ handed along our streets "and high~ ways with honeat men, and to feed
! upon the sickly-sentimentality which
;;; grants to him an immunity that is
~ withheld from the petty.thief or va" grant, until hi~ career has grown
,g strong tmough &:lain to strike the as8 Ba3sin b1ow.
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Hostile Anglo attitudes toward
Hispanics were especially prevalent in
the late nineteenth century. An easzly
identifiable segment of Calzfornza 's
population, set apart by language, dress
and attitude, Hispanics could be picked
from a crowd and accused of any crime
that might occur. ThZ:r cruel and inequitable bzas Z:r clearly reflected in the
newspaper account of Sepulveda's continuing quest for pardon, reproduced
here.

carcerated in San Quentin had to gain contacts on the outside to write letters, circulate petitions, collect funds for lawyer fees and, zfpossible, influence officials who might write to the
governor on their behalf In the present case, Bartolo Sepulveda was fortunate enough to
have good rapport with people outside who worked hard to gain his release. Many influential
citizens (both Anglo and Hispanic) sent letters and signed petitions calling for his release.
The signers included such important citizens as Charles M. Shortridge, owner and editor of
the San jose Times-Mercury , George B. McKee , a merchant and active Mason who achieved
some notice as a successful businessman, james M. Pitman, Santa Clara County Recorder,
Sheriff B. F. Branham, and many other successful businessmen. 12
The pardon process, as wzll be seen from the documents, could take years. It must have
been very frustrating , waiting in a dark, cramped, fetid cell for news, hoping that your petition might gain favor from the governor. From 1851 to 1880, a total of1 ,208 Hispanics were
booked into San Quentin and only fifty-six received pardons. Although they made up 13.1
percent of the prison population, they received only 7. 5 percent of the pardons. u Among
those fifty-six cases of Hispanic pardons, Bartolo Sepulveda appears to have the strongest
claim to innocence. After studying his file, it is dijji"c ult to refute the charge that there were
then two standards ofjustice: one for Anglos and another for Hispanics.
The eight documents below provide an important look at the pardon process used in the
Calzfornia penal system. The first item is a letter from Bartolo Sepulveda to the State Prison
Directors, pleading his case and asking for a personal hearing. It was essential to gain approval from pnson officials before approaching the governor with a pardon request. The second document zs a letter from Nicholas R. Hams, ex-shenff of Santa Clara County, to
Governor George C. Perkins, claiming Sepulveda had been in San jose when the cn.me was
committed. In the third paper, Harry N. Morse , former shenff ofAlameda County , who arrested Sepulveda, asks to be consulted before action zs taken on the pardon petitions. The
next item, a deposition from Wzlliam Donovan, indicates that john Copp, a convictedfelon ,
falsely testified against Sepulveda at the tnai. The fifth document, a letter from Franczs E.
Spencer, Sepulveda's former attorney, to the governor, suggests that Sepulveda had been
convicted on purely circumstantial evidence. The sixth item, a deposition by Franczsca
Pacheco de Sepulveda, Bartolo's mother, confirms she had been with her son and Shenff
Hams on the evening of the crime. The seventh document, a petition from the second jury
that convicted Sepulveda, indicates they feel that new evidence proves hzs innocence. Finally , the eighth item zs a letter from Samuel B. McKee , the judge who presided over the tnal,
supporting the claims of Hams and Spencer. Together these documents are a strong indictment of Shenff Harry N. Morse and the legal system. They suggest that he falsely accused
Sepulveda ofthe cn·m e and probably ' 'set him up '' with john Copp, who committedperjury
to receive a lighter sentence for cn.mes already committed. These are strong charges: but let
the documents speak for themselves.
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San Quentin
Feb 1882
The Honorable Board
Of State Prison Directors
Gentlemen
Having been informed that it is necessary - when appealing for executive clemency to first state my case to your honorable board for an investigation as to the merits of my case
and obtain if possible a recommendation from the board for executive clemency
All the facts of my case are stated in my petition to the Governor, which I submit for your
inspection , hoping that after you have perused the papers in my case, that you will consider
me justified in appealing for a commutation of my sentence and that the board will
generously recommend me to the Governor for a commutation of sentence - I am now in
prison nine years - seven years and seven months in this prison and sixteen months in the
Alameda County Jail I have unfortunately very few friends and those that I have are very poor and are not able
to do anything to assist me - but I have reason to believe that the lawyers who defended me
and the district attorney who prosecuted the case, also the Judge Oudge McKee) before
whom the case was tried, will do what they can to assist me in getting a commutation of my
sentence - It is possible that my friends may obtain the signatures of the Jurors who tried
my case also, recommending me to the Governor for Executive Clemency- but I know that
a recommendation from your Honorable Board would have great weight with the Governor ,
in considering the case and I trust you will see sufficient reason to justify the " Boards"
recommending my case to the governor for commutation of sentence.
I have suffered terribly in my confinement, 14 not only on my own account, but for my
poor unfortunate wife and childrens sake- who are in very destitute circumstances, with no
one to assist them I should like to ask as a great favor, that the "Board" would grant me a personal interview, that I may explain anything that may not be quite plain, I should mention here that I
saw two legislative committees (1877 and 1879) when they visited this prison , and stated my
case to them, and after an investigation of my case, both committees recommended me for a
pardon and I have no doubt that had I the money or friends to have then placed my case
before the Governor that I should have either been pardoned or have had my sentence commuted - but I had neither money or friends that would push the matter and have been
wearing my life away in prison year after year hoping something would eventually be done
for meI am Very Respectfully Yours
Bartolo Sepulveda 1 5
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San Jose March lOth 1882
To His Excellency Geo . C. Perkins Governor
of the State of California
I have just signed a petition for the pardon of one Bartolo Sepulveda, convicted of the
crime of Murder in the 1st degree and herewith give my reasons therefor. I joined in the petition because I have no doubt of the innocence of the petitioner of the crime for which he was
convicted. I will state my reasons for this conclusion to wit: That on the evening of the tenth
ofJanuary 1871 , (the same evening the murder was committed) Bartolo Sepulveda came into
the Sheriff's Office in the City of San Jose, and asked me for a permit to see his brother
Miguel, who was in the County Jail very sick, and awaiting trial on an indictment for Grand
Larceny . I saw that he was fully under the influence of liquor and refused his request, but he
was persistent and detained me several minutes after the hour (5 o clock) for closing the office . I locked the door and we both walked out to the front of the Court House, where we
met other parties [relatives] and engaged in conversation that lasted at least twenty minutes
so that when I parted with him it must have been as late as 5:30P .M. On the following morning Jan . 11th 1871 I went to Little Calaveras Valley, distant fifteen miles, and about midway between San Jose and Scotts Store - the place where the Murder was committed - to
serve a civil process , and there I met Constable Flavill of Pleasanton Alameda Co . with a
posse who informed me of the Murder and all the particulars relating thereto - I remember
distinctly that the crime was committed between the hours of 7 and 7:30 P.M. The
Murderers first appearance on the scene was 7 o clock, and I am informed that such was the
evidence on the trial .
Taking the accused intoxicated condition when I parted with him and the bad conditions
of the roads and the distance (about 30 miles) necessarily to be traveled on horse back, in an
hour and a half or even two hours, I deem it almost or quite impossible for him to have participated in the Murder. 16 I remember seeing him several times afterwards in San Jose, and
while I joined in the hunt for the perpetrators of that crirri~ , I never suspected him of being
one .
I was not a witness on the trial neither was I subpeoned [sic], I was absent from my County at the time, but viewed only as a common act of humanity I should have deemed it sufficient motive to volenteer [sic] my testimony, had not his character been notoriously bad.
He has now served about 9 years in prison for a crime that he is entirely innocent of; but
he richly deserved the imprisonment for crimes that I know he is guilty of, but escaped conviction by perjury and subornations of perjury. 17 But, from reports of the officers at the
prison, and from my own personal observations during several years past, I am convinced
that a reformation has worked in his character, and I pray you Excellency will grant him a full
pardon .
N. R. Harris, Ex Sheriffis
of Santa Clara Co. Cal.
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San Francisco March 17, 1882

Gov. Perkins
Dear Sir
I see by the newspapers that a petition is in circulation for signatures asking you to pardon one Bartolo Sepulveda who was convicted of murder in Alameda Co some ten years ago .
If such a petition is presented to you I would like to be heard in the matter before any action
is taken'
Your Respectfully
H . N. Morse 19
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Copy of Affadavit of William Donovan
County of Marin
State of California
William Donovan being duly sworn deposes and says that on or about the 7th day of May
A. D . 1873 he was in the Prison-yard at San Quentin sitting in front of the factory building
since destroyed by fire, that on that day one John Copp 20 was returned to the Prison from
Alameda County that said John Copp and two other prisoners who had entered the Prison
with him came and took seats near this affiant that said John Copp inquired of affiant for
one Mr. Penny who was employed as policeman in the tannery where affiant worked Copp
saying that he had formerly worked with Mr. Penny in the Custom House. That affiant then
asked Copp for what term of years he had been sentenced to the Prison, that Copp told him,
and said in conversation in reference to his case that he said John Copp could get out sooner
if he would swear against a Mexican (so called) who was there in the Alameda County Jail
charged with murder. That Sheriff Morse had offered him a pardon for so doing. That affiant then said to Copp, "Yes, I expect it is the California style, Morse wants you to swear
that the Mexican confessed to you in the jail," that Copp said yes, that was it, but said he
would not do it. That affiant then advised him (Copp) to not swear falsely in any event, that
it might "come home" to him when he least expected, that Copp said then he would not
swear at all, leaving the inference that if he did not swear falsely he would not swear against
the Mexican at all. That this conversation took place in the presence and hearing of the
prisoners who had entered the Prison with Copp that day one of whose names affiant thinks
was W. W. Rathbone, 21
That some months after the conversation above referred to, one of the two prisoners who
had come with Copp and had heard the conversation above mentioned (he thinks Rathbone)
came to affiant and told him that said John Copp had gone to Alameda county and had
sworn falsely against the Mexican and that the latter had been convicted of murder, that
while affiant and Rathbone were talking about the matters the other prisoners who had came
with Copp came up to them and referring to the matters spoke of what Copp had said in our
presence on the day of his arrival at the Prison and added that Copp had said the same to one
John Daly,Z 2 and to others . That affiant's duty was to open the shop the first thing in the
morning and he was called away without ascertaining the names of others who had heard
Copp' s admission on what he said further ,
That affiant then and there agreed to meet on the following Saturday, the two prisoners
who had come with Copp and had heard what the latter had said to affiant on the day of his
arrival on or about the 7th of May 187 3, and make out a statement of what Copp had said to
be signed by the three and sent to Counsel for the Mexican in Alameda, that before they
could ascertain the name of the Mexican's Attorney said John Copp was returned to the
Prison and assigned "a good billet" that the other two prisoners who had come with Copp
came to affiant and told him that Copp stood well now and was in a position to ''put a job' '
on them and they had concluded not to make any statement to send to the Mexicans Atty,
That affiant left to himself let the matter drop until a few weeks since when he made the acquaintance of Bartolo Sepulveda a prisoner in the California State Prison for life, who affiant
ascertained to be the Mexican (so called) against whom said John Copp had appeared as a
witness in Alameda County, to whom affiant recounted what said John Copp had said to affiant and two others on the day of his arrival at the Prison, and at whose request in behalf of
Justice affiant makes this affidavit.
William Donovan 2 3
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(Transcription ofpreceding document)

To His Excellency
Hon Geo Stoneman, Governor
State of California.
I have declined signing a petition for the pardon of Bartolo Sepulveda on the ground of
my judicialeosition. 24
But having been his attorney, and having defended him for the alleged crime of which
he was convicted; I deem it my duty in justice to him to state, that upon the first trial he was
convicted of murder in the first degree but the evidence was such, that he was granted a new
trial, upon which the only direct evidence of his alleged guilt was that of a convicted felon
then awaiting sentence for a term of years in the States Prison, and very grave doubts then,
and now exists in my mind as to the truth of his statements. 2 5 Neither should they have had
any weight with the jury.
Knowing Sepulveda and his habits I can not believe in the alleged confession said to have
been made to this witness, all the other evidence was circumstantial and very unsatisfactory.
At that time the people of Alameda County had great predjudice [sic] against Native
Californians. 26 Which shows itself where ever and when ever they were accused of crime.
I make this statement believing that in addition to any newly discovered evidence as to
his inocence [sic], this statement of facts may be considered
I then as now entertain very grave doubts as to his guilt of the crime for which he is now
imprisoned.
Respectfully Your,
F. E. Spencer

16
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(Tran.rcription ofpreceding document)

State of California
In the matter of the application
of Bartolo Sepulveda for pardon
State of California
County of Santa Clara
Francisca Pacheco de Sepulveda, being first duly sworn, deposes and says, that she is the
Mother of Bartolo Sepulveda and is over seventy eight years of age.
That on the evening of January lOth A.D. 1871, between the hours of five and six
o'clock, this affiant went with said Bartolo Sepulveda to the office of Sheriff Harris, the then
sheriff of said County, to obtain a permit to visit a person who was wounded and lying in the
County Jail ; that I left Barcolo Sepulveda who was under the influence of liquor, conversing
with Mr. Harris, on the Court House steps 27 It was dark when we separted [sic ]. That the
weather and roads were so bad we could not remove our wounded friend from the Jail.
That I next saw Bartolo Sepulveda the following morning between nine and ten o'clock
at my daughters house in San Jose .
That I was at the time and am now very infirm, 28 and did not know there was any necessity of me appearing at the trial, when he was charged with the crime for which he is now imprisoned; that I was not subpoened [sic], neither had I any notice of the trial while it was in
progress .
That I make this solemn asservation, [sic] as the absolute and truthful statement of the
occurrence on the evening of January lOth A.D. 1871.
And further this affiant sayeth not.
X her mark Francisca Pacheco de Sepulveda
Subscribed and sworn to before me this lOth day of November A.D. 1884 W . A.
Parkhurst, Notary Public
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To His Excellency
The Honorable George Stoneman Governor of the State of California and the Honorable
the Board of State Prison Directors of said State.
We the Undersigned who sat as jurors2 9 in the trial of Bartolo Sepulveda in the District
Court in and for the County of Alameda at the July term of said Court A.D. 1874 and who
was by us convicted of the crime of murder and who's punishment was by us fixed at imprisonment for life in the State Prison . Now most respectfully request that your Excellency
grant to the said Bartolo Sepulveda a pardon and discharge from imprisonment for the
reason and on the grounds thereinafter severally stated by each of us, and for which we will
ever pray
That I believe from evidence which has been discovered since the trial that said Bartolo
Sepulveda is innocent of the crime of which he is charged and I further have reason to believe
and do believe that the affidavit of Ex Sheriff Harris is true and had his evidence been produced at the trial there could not have been a conviction . I also believe that Sepulveda has
been already too long in prison and that he should now be pardoned.
John Potter
Juror
For the reason stated by Mr. Potter I join in the application for pardon.
C. W . Keene, Juror
I Concer [sic] in this application and ask a pardon, for the reasons herein stated by them .
Robert A. Glover
I join in the within application for the resons [sic] stated by my fallow [sic] jurors .
Anthony Milton
I join the within application for the reason stated by my fellow jurors.
F[ ranklin J Moss
I join in this application and ask a pardon for all the reasons stated by juror Potter.
D[aniel] Culp
I believe from the evidence discovered since the trial and most that of Ex Sheriff Harris
that Sepulveda is innocent and ask now that he be pardoned.
John Barnett
Juror
I concur in the above.
S. K. Hassinger
I believe that Bartolo Sepulveda has already been long enough in Prison, and punished,
and for that reason alone, and not on the ground of innocence, I join in this application for
pardon.
Hiram Tubbs
Foreman of Jury
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The above and foregoing jurors are all now living with the exception of one viz , Mr.
Henry Mosher who is now so weak and inferm [sic ] from paralysis that his mind is so nearly
gone that he has no remembrance of facts within even one week past, and no remembrance
that he was a juror in this case . . ..
John M. Lucas
[Attorney for Bartolo Sepulveda]

To His Excellency The Honorable George Stoneman Governor of the State of California and
the Honorable the Board of State Prison Directors of said State.
Your petitioner Most respectfully represents .
That he presided at the trial of Bartolo Sepulveda as Judge of the 3rd District Court.
When said Sepulveda was therein tried for the Crime of Murder in July A.D . 1874 and on
said trial convicted and sentenced to the State Prison for the term of his Natural life That the
Evidence on which he was convicted was wholly circumstantial.
That since said trial and conviction Evidence and facts have been presented Which I
believe Establishes his innocence and had such evidence been produced at the trial there
could have been no conviction.
That from the statement of N. R. Harris whom I well know to be a man of the Most absolute integrity and Who's Evidence convinces me that the said Sepulveda is innocent, I
believe your Excellency should Now grant him a pardon .
That he has already been confined under such sentence for more that ten years and I
believe the Ends of Justice will be best subserved by his discharge and pardon.
Now for these reasons I pray the pardon which he now ask's be to him granted .
S. B. McKee3°
late Dist Judge
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NOTES:
1. A breakdown of San Quentin Prison statistics reveals the following facts about the ethnic composition of the
inmates: 72 .9 percent Anglo , 13.1 percent Hispanic, 11.5 percent Chinese , 2.5 percent other. San Quentin Booking Logs , 1851-1880 (Sacramento, California State Archives).
2. See Richard Griswold del Castillo, The Los A ngeles Bam·o, 1850-1890 (Los Angeles, 1979), p . 108; Files no.
1808 (Francisco Bonilla) 6601 (Augustin Castro) 5599 (Francisco Alviso) 6003 (Felipe Moreno) and 1301 (Martin
Rodrigues), San Quentin Pardon Papers (Sacramento, California State Archives).
3. Oakland Dazfy Transcnpt, Jan. 11 , 1871 , and Petition to Governor George C. Perkins from C.). Martin and
eight others, n. d., in File No. 2283, Bartolo Sepulveda , S.Q. Pardon Papers.
4. Alta Calzfomia, May 12, 14, 1871; Charles Howard Shinn , Graphic Descnption of Pacific Coast Outlaws,
Introduction and Notes by). E. Reynolds (Los Angeles , 1958), pp. 67 -75 ; and J oseph Henry Jackson , Bad Company
(Lincoln, NB, 1977), pp . 259 -266.
5. Both lived in or near San Jose, but Sepulveda was seven years older than Soto, which would suggest rhat they
probably did not run around together. Soto served two terms in San Quentin for grand larceny, 1867 and 1868.
Sepulveda had no felony record until the 1874 murder charge. See booking numbers 3693 , 3983, 6097 ; S.Q. Booking Logs.
6. Sepulveda sought advice from friends, who advised him to fle e if he were guilty and surrender if he were innocent. Letter from son Sepulveda to Gov. William Irwin , Ocr. 8, 1876 , in File 2283, Bartolo Sepulveda, Pardon
Papers; and Joseph E. Baker, Past and Present of Alameda County, Calzfomia (Chicago, 1914), Vol. I, pp. 163 -164 .
7. The jury consisted of John Willie, James B. Wolsey, Comfort Haley , Thomas Heller, Hermann Eggars, C.
W . Hathaway, H. V. Munson, Dani el M. Sanborn , Joseph McKeowan , ). C. Plunkett, D. W . Reading and Henry
Harris. The economic composition of the jury reveals some significant data . Six members were farmers with a mean
net worth of $48,650, while a blacksmith and a livery stable manager had a mean net worth of $15,750. The
economic background of the other four jurists is unknown. The first eight jurors had a mean age of 43.6 years. See
U.S. Census, 1870 , Alameda County , California , and Minutes , Third District Court , June 11-28, 1873 , pp . 42-60
(Alameda County Clerk).
8. The defense contend ed that they had discovered new evidence , nor available during the trial , rhat would
alter the verdict of a jury . Minutes , Th ird District Court, Aug. 2, 4, and Nov. 3, 1873 (Alameda County Clerk).
9. Minutes, Third District Court, Jul y 2, 1874; petition from S. B. McKee to Gov. George Stoneman , n .d ., in
Files 2283, Bartolo Sepulveda , and 1808 , Francisco Javier Bonilla, S.Q. Pardon Papers. For an excellent analysis of
/ ;he Hispanic and his diminished role within the Anglo-dominated judicial system in Los Angeles, see del Castillo ,
Los Angeles Bam·o, pp . 116-11 9.
10 . No. 6097, S.Q . Booking Log , Aug. 5, 1874 ; and File 2283, Bartolo Sepulveda, S.Q. Pardon Papers.
11 . A good example would be Agustin Castro, a sheepherder from San Diego, who languished in prison for
more than thirty years mainly because he had no one on the outside to help. See File 6601 , Agustin Castro , S.Q.
Pardon Papers.
12.0 ther signers included the managers of the phone company and Western Union , several merchants, three
lawyers , and other Santa Clara County official s. A total of fift y-three Anglos and rwenty-rwo Hispanics signed a
peti tion calling for Sepulveda 's release. See Petition to Gov. George Stoneman , n .d ., File 2283, Bartolo Sepulveda,
S.Q. Pardon Papers ; Eugene T. Sawyer, History of Santa Clara County (Los Angeles, 1922), pp . 109-110 , 4 19-420;
and U.S. Census, 1880, Santa Clara County , pp. 2, 31, 46 .
13. S.Q. Booking Logs, 18 51 -1880; and Turnkey's Biennial Report , Appendix to the journals of the Senate and
Assembly, 23rd Session (Sacram ento , 1879) , p. 38 .
14 . Incarceration within San Quentin could indeed be "hard" time. Most criminals imprisoned for murder or
other major felonies were kept in dark , dank cells within the "Stones" cell block . Built in 1854, these cells lacked
adequate ventilation, light and space, with four inmates in a room six by ten feet. See Clare V. McKanna, "Crime
and Punishment: The Hispani c Experience in San Quentin , 1851 -1 880, " paper delivered at the Pacific Coast
Branch , American Historical Association , August 13, 1982.
15. Sepulveda came from a family that apparently had some influence in San J ose, even though his morher
worked as a day laborer and had only three hundred dollars in 1860. Juan Sepulveda, his father , had been a presidio
soldier at San Francisco from 1820-1 827 , and later {184 1) at San J ose. See Hubert H . Bancroft , Calzfomia Pioneer
Register and Index, 1542-1848, (Baltimore , 1964); U.S . Census, 1852 , Santa Clara County, p. 69; and ibid, 1860 ,
p . 303.
16. The distance from San Jose to Sunol is approximately rwenty-five miles. Give n the times , it virtually would
have been impossible to ride that distance in less than rwo hours. Prosecution wirnesses claimed that Sepulveda had
entered the store several hours previous to the robbery . It appears they were lyi ng or mistaken .
17. Apparently Harris believed that Sepulveda had committed other crimes but was unable to prove it. Thus,
Harris may have had some prejudice against him , and justified to himself waiting so long before coming forward to
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explain what he knew about the Sepulveda case. It is hard to believe that Harris did not know that Bartolo had been
imprisoned. He seems to have suffered some guilt feelings about this case .
18. Nicholas R. Harris served Santa Clara County as sheriff, 1869-187 1 and 1875 -1 879. History of Santa Clara
County , Calzfornia (San Francisco , 188 1), pp. 786-788; and Charl es Howard Shinn, Graphic Descnptions ofPacific
Coast Outlaws (Los Angeles , 1958). pp. 68-74 .
19 . Harry N. Morse had an exce ll ent reputation for tracking down criminals in the mountain ranges along the
coast of California. However, he did have political enemies who alleged Morse sought " a few dozen desperados'
corpses" to remain in office. An editor suggested that , with " the crack of his rifle , accompanied with the despairing
shriek of some d ying Greaser . .. " Morse would again be before the public eye. See Shinn, Pacific Coast Outlaws,
pp . 42 -75; Jackson , Bad Company, pp . 253-266; and editorial, Oakland Dazfy Transcnpt, Sept. 2, 1871.
20. Alameda county authori ties se nt Copp to San Quentin for a term of one year and nine months fo r grand
larceny on Jan. 28, 1873. S.Q. Booking Logs indicate that he received second and third sentences of two years and
eleven months each on Apr. 18, 1873 , and July 2, 1874, for the same crime, and that he was released to the
Alameda court to testify against Sepulveda. Sentenced to seven years and eight months, he served only rwo years
and six months. See booking no. 5476, S.Q. Booking Logs, 1873-1875.
21. A Sacramento court sentenced Wallace W . Rathbone to one year in San Quentin for forgery, May 6, 1873,
but he received an additional sente nce from Alameda officials for the same charge five months later. The governor
pardoned him Nov. II , 1874.
22. Daly landed in prison with a five-year sentence on charges of buggery, Dec. 12 , 1872 , and received a pardon
in Sept. 1873. See booking no. 5458, S.Q. Booking Logs, 1872.
23. Sentenced to San Quentin for life on a second-degree murder charge, Donovan had little to gain by coming
forward in support of Sepulveda. See booking no . 5459 , S.Q. Booking Logs, 1872 .
24. Francis E. Spence r arrived in San Jose in 1852 , read law fo r Archer and Voorhies , and became a superior
court judge in 1879. History of Santa Clara County, ( 1881), p . 74 0.
25. He is suggesting that J ohn Copp committed perjury.
26. Prejudice against Hispanics was common throughout California. For documentation see Albert Camarillo ,
Chicanos in a Changing Society: From Mexican Pueblos to A men·can Bam·os in Santa Barbara and Southern Calzfornia, 1849-1930 (Cam bridge, Mass ., 1979), pp . 14-25 , 34-52 ; del Castillo, Los Angeles Bam·o, pp . 105-11 9; Leonard
Pitt , Decline C'fthe Calzfornios (Berkeley, 1966), pp. 154- 180; 25 7-260; and Robert G. Cleland , The Cattle on a
Thousand Hzfls: Southern Calzfornia, 1850-80 (San Marino , Cal. , 194 1) , pp. 75 -101.
27. This corroborates the statement made by Sheriff Nicholas R. Harris.
28. Francisca Pacheco de Sepulveda was sixty-four when Bartolo was tried for murder and seventy-four when she
made this statement. See U.S. Census , 1860, Santa Clara County, p. 303.
29. The second jury was even more disparate than the first in its relationship to the defendant . The personal
economic worth averaged $61,785.71 for each of the seven members who appear in the 1870 U .S . Census. They
we re a mixture of businessmen and farmers, with a mean age of 46 .8 years, that could hardly be called Sepulveda's
peers. No common laborer appears on the jury. Del Castillo provides an interesting table that presents a similar
parallel in Los Angeles in The Los Angeles Barno, p. 11 8.
30. Samuel B. McKee was appointed county judge in 1857, replaced in 1859, and served again 1864 -1880. He
was elected to the California Supreme Court in 1879. Theodore H . Hittell , History of Calzfornia (San Francisco,
1888) IV, p . 645.
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Dona/dina Cameron , superintendent of the Presbyterian Mzssion Home for Chinese
women in San Franczsco for many years, was called ''Lo Mo ' ' (Mother) by girls she
had rescued
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DONALDINA CAMERON:

A REAPPRAISAL
LAURENE WU McCLAIN

Chinese girls and women fell victim to a notorious system of slave trafficking shrewedly
devised by Chinese secret societies called "tongs" during the 1800s and early 1900s in San
Francisco. Many San Francisco officials condoned -indeed supported- this slave trade but
Christian leaders, whose consciences were shocked by horrifying accounts of enslavement of
Chinese women, called for help in rescuing the captive women. Presbyterian and Methodist
women responding to this urgent appeal for help confronted the slave traffickers and
miraculously freed several thousand victims from bondage. The most famous of these
remarkable women was Donaldina Cameron.
While Cameron's formative years and her daring rescue missions have been aptly
described in Chinatown's Angry Angel by Mildred Crowl Martin and Chinatown Quest by
Carol Green Wilson, 1 her efforts in rehabilitating the women have not been fully explored.
Even less attention has been given to her relationship with the Chinese people. That
Cameron was a woman to be admired- her boldness, courage and determination appeared
insurmountable - has unfortunately detracted from an honest appraisal of her perception
of the Chinese.
This paper discusses Cameron's attitude toward the Chinese, particularly the women
who came under her care. We have found that her feelings toward the Chinese were
ambivalent at best and disdainful at worst. She appeared incapable of seeing these women as
human beings worthy of respect in spite of their adherence to Chinese culture.
Cameron spent her early years, 1869 to 1895, on sheep ranches, first in New Zealand and
eventually in the San Joaquin and San Gabriel valleys of California. Hardship she knew all
too well, for her mother died tragically in 1874 when Donaldina was but five years old, and
her father, tired of fighting what appeared to be an endless battle against drought and sheep
rustlers, was forced to sell his ranch shortly thereafter. However, despite the financial and
Laurene Wu McClain , on leave from her position as professor of history and political science in City College of San
Franczsco , grew up in San Franczsco 's Chinatown. Professor McClain , who also holds the}. D. from the University of
Calzfomza , Berkeley , currently practices law with a San Franczsco firm and was recently appointed by the State Bar of
Calzfomza to its Committee on the Hzstory ofLaw in Caltfomza.

T H E PAC I F I C H IS T 0 RIA N

25

Margaret Culbertson, Cameron's
predecessor as Superintendent of the
Presbyterian Mission Home at 920
Sacramento Street. It was from Culbertson, who am·v ed at the home in 1878,
that Cameron fi'rst !earned of the plight
of thousands of Chinese girls and
women destined to a lzfe of slavery or
prostitution.

personal disasters that struck her family, Cameron's early life was sheltered in its own way.
As a young girl, of course, she knew little about the burgeoning social problems in America's
cities - disease-ridden slums, hostility against newly-arrived immigrants, and rule by
political bosses and machines . Her education, probably typical for the time, failed to put her
in touch with cultures other than her own . While at one point her father employed a
Chinese cook on his ranch, her contact with this employee appeared minimal and she
remained ignorant of the culture of which he was a part .
Perhaps one can fault Cameron's youth and upbringing for her seeming lack of interest
in the world outside of her own immediate surroundings. As an adult she revealed a bit more
curiosity and awareness than were evident when she was a child. In 1895 a family friend,
Mrs. P. D. Browne, 2 former president of the Woman's Occidental Board of Foreign Missions
and founder of a Young Women's Christian Association branch in San Francisco, brought
Donaldina to San Francisco hoping to spark her interest in working at the Presbyterian home
for Chinese women, a refuge for freed female slaves in Chinatown. Meeting with Margaret
Culbertson, the ill and over-worked superintendent of the home, Cameron first learned of
the plight of thousands of Chinese girls and women destined to become household slaves,
or, more probably, prostitutes for the rest of their lives.
In San Francisco where males far exceeded the number of women, the tongs capitalized
on the demand for prostitutes by illegally importing women from China . Agents in Canton
and other large Chinese cities clandestinely commissioned sub-agents to kidnap innocent
girls and women for transport to the United States. Since the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882
permitted only wives of American-born Chinese to immigrate, the victims were given forged
documents indicating that they were married to Chinese men in the United States. Under
threat of imprisonment and torture, the women lied to immigration officials concerning
their marital status. Their husbands, they would say, had married them while visiting
relatives in China. In some cases women were lured to the United States by tong members
who posed as wealthy Chinese from America seeking marriage partners. A woman from the
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Rrfucip.als..in,Slave Girl _Rescue

1

Chan Kum L=en. ClUnese girl. and Miss Donald ina Ca me:ron of the Probyh::rian Mis-sion. who res·
. cued her n.fter a ~arch fronrC-oasr-to-eoast, aod the Chinese bill of sale by which the girl"s fret:dom
·
.
·

j £: om a life of bondage was purcha~d.

Cameron's determination and courage in rescuing Chinese girls and women from
sordid surroundings made colorful- and often exaggerated- newspaper copy.
San Francisco papers frequently ran stories on her activities, such as the one here
which appeared in the San Francisco Chronicle on May 19, 1925 .

.Of.Young Chinese Girl
JIE CO~TRACT bet-v~·een Lim
Se Quong, who ·claimed ·to
own the Ch inese sla,·e girl kno'VI·n.
hoth as Chan Kurn Leen . and
~lng Choy, and Tom Yok Lin, . a
first cousin of the girl, who paid
i $6650 to secure . her freed,om,
._ t.raue.\a.tecL!:W..i!.J !oUows:
I "Thill document Is to .cert y
'F'
.
.
.
•
I agreement are recognized "by tbe
I Ong Leung Lllbor and Commer-

T

·; c iiiTAiii'Oc llil!Oil :

:

1

1
1

I:.
I

I
!
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.

-----~~-11.--!!~fMttlllllll*l!lllliii--M:Iilui~'--..Hl"''!!r---¥-1~4

"Tha t prior to . the drawing of
this agreement. i. . girl · Cor young
woman ) Sing C:hoy by name, waa
the property-of Lim Se Quong; . "That the girl had <more than
once~ ~tsk~d her master for: her
f~eedom ;
·
"That the Ong Leung Labor
and Commercial Aseoelatlon. rep- ·
resenting Tom Yok Lin, honor-.
able m!'mber of the· uld aAocla- -

L -

· tlon, has agreed to pay Lim Se
Quong the sum of $6650 for ber ·
posl!esslon; that· the girl.. Sine
Choy, is now the property of
Tom Yok Lin; that ahe no ioncer
ill the proP-(!rty · of her former ·
master, Lim 'SehQuong; that her
!ormtor _ maater waives aU right

Tung "'oey Fong.
"Honori.l)Je 'riiemberiJ- - of' the
Ong Leung ·Labor and Commerctal Aasoclatlon, and penonal
friends of both Lim Se· Quong
and Tom Yok 'Lin.
''x x
x x Thill Ia ·sing Cho:v'a thumb
x x
print.
"Chinese Republlc, Utb :rear,
8th mo . .llrd day."
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Canton area, Wong Ah So, for example, described how her mother encouraged her to
"marry" Hucy Yow who claimed to be a prosperous laundryman , only to discover upon
arrival in the United States that her' 'husband'' was an imposter:
When we first landed in San Francisco , we lived in a hotel in Chinatown , a nice place , but
one day after I had been there for about two weeks, a woman came to see me. She was
young , very pretty, and all dressed in silk. She told me that I was not really Hucy Yow 's
wife . . .. I did not believe her. I thought she was lying to me . So when Hucy Yow come
[sic] I asked him why that woman had come and what she meant by all that lying. But he
said that it was true; that he was not my husband , he did not care about me , and that this
was something that happened all the time . Everybody did this, he said , and why be so
shocked that I was to be a prostitute instead of a married woman . 3

Fortunately a family friend, spotting Wong Ah So at a banquet where she was expected to
entertain tong members, helped her escape shortly thereafter. Most prostitutes , however,
saw little gain in attempted escape for they knew that aborted attempts would result in swift,
severe punishment .
The Chinese Six Companies , a Chinatown organization representing the major districts
of southern China from which most immigrants came , attempted to suppress the racketeers ,
but the tongs fought back viciously . Their paid henchmen gained a reputation for merciless
hatchet attacks on their opponents. 4 Even the Companies' opposition to tong racketeering
collapsed in the 1880s, however, when this body was itself infiltrated by tongs.
In the meantime city hall was hardly effective in stamping out the illegal slave trade .
Frederick Wirt aptly described San Francisco 's government when he remarked , "urban
decision making before 1910 here .. . was a game of very high payoffs among few players . ' '
The most notorious era of corruption in San Francisco coincided with the rise of Boss Abe
Ruef. About 1900 Ruef disguised himself as a reformer and used the newly-formed Union
Labor Party to gain power for himself and his friend Eugene Schmitz, who was elected
mayor. Because Ruef, through Schmitz, appointed a majority of city commissions , most such
boards were destined to serve their patrons rather than the public. Thus , while prostitution
was banned according to city codes , in practice brothels were well protected - so well
protected , it appeared , that Ruef admitted under later indictment that he and Schmitz had
received generous kickbacks from one of the more prosperous houses of prostitution called
the " Municipal Crib. " 5
Hearing about the plight of the captive Chinese women , Donaldina Cameron was
outraged . She felt compelled to try to wrench these women free from their masters, so she
joined Culbertson in mounting rescue operations. Ascertaining the location of captives
proved relatively easy, for relatives or friends of protitutes would often leave messages
secretly at the Presbyterian home indicating the crib or house where the captive women were
kept . Culbertson and Cameron would then devise ingenious methods to rescue the women ,
often involving disguises or utilizing Donaldina' s uncanny ability to detect trap doors and
hidden staircases. Although these operations were dangerous , Cameron's resolve to save the
prostitutes was so compelling that she gave little thought to protecting herself.
In 1897 Culbertson died . While Cameron had proven to the Women 's Occidental Board
of Foreign Missions that she could head the home responsibly, the Board felt that the
twenty-seven-year old was too young for the superintendent's position. Within two years,
however, she was named superintendent, and she held this position until retirement in
1939 .
With her confidence lifted by the Board's support and her determination as strong as
ever, Cameron began mounting expeditions far from San Francisco. She even spent a night
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Dona/dina Cameron, her interpreter Ida Lee, and two member.r of the San FrancZ:rco
Police Department'.r Chinatown Squad re.rcue a Chine.re girl from a gambling club
in the early 1920.r. (Right) Apparently faint, the girl Z:r a.r.rZ:rted from the a/fey, then
undoubtedly e.rcorted to the mZ:r.rion home, caffed by it.r re.rident.r .rimpfy ''920. ''

in a San Jose jail while seeking the release of a Chinese woman whose husband had falsely
accused her of theft when she resisted his attempts to sell her to a brothel. Cameron's daring
rescue operations attracted so much attention that once, when Stanford University students
heard that a justice of the peace had given legal custody of a Chinese female slave to her
"owners," the students demonstrated . Soon Palo Alto residents joined the demonstration
by convening a community meeting in support of Cameron and the woman. Largely due to
their enthusiastic backing, Cameron eventually gained guardianship of the woman, whose
captors and the justice of the peace were indicted. 6
Angered by the actions of the "] esus woman," as they often called her, the tongs
resorted to threats on Cameron's life, hoping she would abandon the rescue operations.
However, even when they planted dynamite on her doorstep or hung an effigy of Cameron
with a knife in its heart/ they never broke her resolve to end the prostitution racket. While
the lack of cooperation from most city police and the courts would have dampened the spirit
of many, there was enough of the vigilante in Cameron to persist, even if she had to do it on
her own.
While Cameron's heroic rescues and her defiance of law form the most colorful aspects of
her life, rehabilitation of the freed women consumed most of her time and attention. A
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devout Christian, Cameron saw rehabilitation from one narrow perspective : rehabilitation
meant conversion. As she stated:
All enquiring persons . . naturally wonder and question what does the Occidental Board
do with its yearly harvest of waifs gathered from among an alien and heathen people?
What does the Home teach these children, and what finally becomes of them? Our first
care is to educate and train them along the simplest lines of Christian faith and duty 8

Through regular exposure to Christianity in Bible study, daily morning and evening prayer
services , and Sunday school, the women were expected to pledge themselves to a new life as
Christians. And if this constant exposure to Christian education were not enough to induce
the desired transformation , there was another pressure point: it was understood that, if the
women wished to marry during their stay at the home, they could marry only those Christian
men hand-picked by Cameron or her staff.9
The above quotation reveals more than religious fundamentalism, however, it shows her
patronizing attitude toward the rescued women as well. The home did accommodate the
offspring of prostitutes and slaves, 10 but the terms "waifs" and "children," as used by
Cameron , often referred not to young children but to mature women. This condescending
attitude was reinforced by the expectation that residents would call her "Lo Mo ," which
means " Mother." In all fairness to Cameron, the term was initiated by some of the early
residents, but one can presume that, since she did not object to its use , she felt it was an apt
name even though she was often the same age or very little older than these women .
The phrase Cameron used above , referring to the Chinese as "an alien and heathen
people ,'' was one commonly bandied about by organizations and individuals who sought to
oust the Chinese. Even if Cameron was not somehow aware of the derogatory implications
this phrase conveyed, particularly in the context of her statement , its use was unfortunate for

Destroyed by the devastating 1906 San
Francisco earthquake, ''920'' was
rebuzft of brick salvaged from the
original structure and reopened in
1908. More than one hundred narrow
windows girdled the home's three
stories and a double basement was buzft
on the steep downhz/1 grade of
Sacramento Street.
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its simplistic characterization of the Chinese. Contrary to the impression given in Cameron's
statement, slavery, by which these women were victimized, was not unique to non-Christian
and foreign peoples. The American black experience well illustrates the inhumanity which
can be inflicted in one's fellow man even in a western culture which purports to be Christian.
Mildred Martin quotes Cameron as having written:
The Chinese themselves will never abolish the hateful practice of buying and selling their
women like so much merchandise , it is born in their blood, bred in their bone and
sanctioned by the government of their native land. 11
Assuming accuracy, this quote illustrates further Cameron 's tendency to denigrate the
Chinese . She overlooked the fact that the Chinese Six Companies had attempted to suppress
the slave trade earlier; that the Chinese government did not condone the practice; and that,
but for Chinese who told Cameron where the captive women could be found, she would not
have been able to rescue them. She failed to recognize that the slave trade could not have
taken place without the collusion of both corrupt San Francisco officials and scheming tong
organizations and that the racket was thus promoted by Caucasians as well as Chinese.
One might argue that Cameron's attitude typified that of many missionaries during the
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Often the first group of westerners to penetrate
foreign lands , these individuals often regarded non-Christian "natives" as inferiors whose
sense of morality was disdainfully low and whose culture in no way equaled that of the West.
Their work in China drew fierce opposition, as evidenced by the killing of missionaries
during the Boxer Rebellion. 12 However, there were missionaries such as William Speer whose
attitude toward the Chinese was strikingly different for its tolerance, if not appreciation, of
Chinese culture. Speer had worked mainly among the Chinese as a Presbyterian missionary .
His book, The Oldest and the Newest Empire: China and the United States, published in
1870, reveals an unusual openness toward China by its complimentary descriptions of the
origin, history, government and culture of the Chinese. Speer's preface says:
It is a strange thing that we Americans have acquired the fashion of speaking of the
Chinese with contempt and dislike . It is a fashion- and it should be changed.
To be sure, Speer hoped to convert the Chinese to Christianity, but that mission did not
prevent him from admiring facets of Chinese society. In a chapter on Chinese labor, he
writes with awe of the industry and intelligence of the people:
They think for themselves and generally perform their work in a straightforward and
sensible manner. When necessary to learn foreign methods of mechanical or other work,
they readily comprehend the explanations, ascertain what is essential, and learn the
necessary manipulations or forms . . .. In this feature of the Chinese there is ground of
great superiority over laborers of some other races. 13
One would think that Speer's respect for the Chinese would have passed on to Cameron.
Speer was a highly-regarded Presbyterian minister, had spent years in Chinatown, and his
association with Chinese men was similar to that of Cameron with women. But Cameron
retained a very narrow outlook towards the Chinese people . The curriculum at the
Presbyterian Home had an almost exclusively Occidental cast- English, Christianity, and
western housekeeping practices were its core - although an occasional course in Chinese
calligraphy was taught. And although Cameron must have known the traditional Chinese
wedding gown was red, she saw to it that brides from the mission home were gowned in
white, a color always associated in China with funerals . 14 Even more remarkable is the fact
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Arnold Genthe, who photographed these rescued slave girls in 1904, observed: "I
got to know Mzss Cameron quite well and she let me come to the Mzssion to take pictures of her protegees - lovely little creatures poetically named Tea Rose, Apple
Blossom, Plum Blossom. ''
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that, although Cameron spent over forty years of her life in Chinatown, she never learned
Chinese.
One wonders if Superintendent Cameron's attitude caused any resentment in the
home's residents. Those who believed in Chinese customs could hardly help but be
offended, for it was undoubtedly apparent to them that rehabilitation did not require
conversion to a western way of life. The moral precepts of the ancient Chinese sage
Confucius could have been employed to rehabilitate these women, for example, in a manner
less repugnant to traditional values .
Something of a martinet, Cameron imposed rigorous regimentation on the lives of
residents at the Home . Roll call at morning prayers became routine, and women absent
without excuse were assigned tasks as punishment. They were fined for tardiness at
mealtime. If they wanted to leave the house, they had to obtain written permission from
staff who determined time of departure, time of return, and name of escort. Lending was
not permitted among the residents. 15
Undoubtedly some of the rules were justified. Embittered slaveowners, hoping to
recapture their women, endangered the lives of any former prostitute venturing outside of
the home, so that close supervision of the women's whereabouts was necessary. However,
other rules defy rationality. Conversion to Christianity should have been regarded as a
voluntary, rather than a compulsory, religious act. Punishing those who failed to respond to
roll call at morning prayers tainted Christianity as a religion of force. Some of the rules
appear illogical when one considers that Cameron aimed to assimilate these women into a
culture founded on democratic principles which were needlessly neglected at the home.

During the late nineteenth and early twentieth century, occupants of''920'' learned
sewing and other handwork skzlls. By the 1920s the cum·culum of the Industrial
Department of the home included classes in dressmaking and weaving, among other
subjects.
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Cameron could have developed more responsible residents by allowing the women to
participate in making decisions rather than having the staff dictate rules to them.
Cameron did convert many women to Christianity, in fact . Letters written by former
residents testify to the effectiveness of her missionary work, and they also show a deep and
genuine affection for her. Some women eventually named their children after her while
others sacrificed marriage and employment elsewhere to join her staff. Little, however, has
been written of the women who fled from the home. In a recent interview, Lorna Logan,
Cameron's assistant during the 1930s, attributed the problem of runaways to the fact that
many had led ''undisciplined'' lives as slaves, so they were not willing to put up with the
austere environment at the home. 16 One wonders if the discipline demanded by Cameron
was warranted in light of the women's strong desire to seek her help . They were willing
residents at the home , but were often treated like prisoners .
By the late nineteenth century, America saw the emergence of the Social Gospel
Movement. Troubled by the poverty and hardships working class people endured in urban
areas, reformers rose within Christian communities to demand improved working and living
conditions for the poor. Theologian Washington Gladden, the most influential of the social
gospel leaders , promoted factory inspections, child labor laws, and regulation of big
business. As a member of the city council of Columbus, Ohio, he sought reforms in local
government . Many in this movement felt that churches paid too much attention to the
salvation of souls and not enough to the pressing urban problems of the day . Where earlier
church doctrine taught that urban masses were miserable mainly because they had not been
saved, the social gospel attributed this unhappiness to the wretched socio-economic
conditions in which they lived and worked. 17
By the beginning of World War I the spirit of reform began to permeate foreign missions
as well. Missionaries spoke less of the necessity to convert "heathen" to Christianity, and in
fact some missionaries in China took pains not to refer to Chinese as "heathen." Their
emphasis now oriented toward improving social conditions, these missionaries became
preoccupied with such things as new methods of agriculture and high safety and health
standards in factories . For instance , in 1917 the Reverend Fred Hughes started a credit
society for flood victims in the northern Chinese community where he worked. 18
In a sense Cameron too was a reformer. The rescue missions , the effort to rehabilitate
prostitutes, and the establishment of orphanages for abandoned Chinese children testify to
her quest for change . However, her view of the world limited her horizons so that she often
seemed to deal more with the symptoms than the causes of the problem of slavery.
What if Cameron had viewed prostitution as a social rather than a moral problem? That
is, as a result of too many men living in San Francisco without wives, rather than from an
alleged Chinese penchant for sin. She might have lobbied vigorously for the end to the
exclusion acts which prohibited men born in China from bringing their wives into the
country . Had she made an objective appraisal of why prostitution persisted even when San
Francisco laws prohibited it, she might have led reformers in exposing and condemning
corruption at city hall. Cameron's contacts with influential people , including President
Theodore Roosevelt, who visited the home, could have been utilized to help stamp out
machine politics. And, had she been less dogmatic, she might have generated support
among Chinatown citizens against the tongs . While a few Chinese ministers and churchgoers
did actively aid the home , there is little evidence that Cameron's efforts enjoyed wide
support in Chinatown. Admittedly Cameron would have met with considerable difficulty in
soliciting support, since she had three strikes against her - as a woman, as a Caucasian, and
as a Christian. However, had she demonstrated more openness toward the Chinese, she
would surely have been rewarded with greater respect in return.
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FOUNDING THE SAN FRANCISCO
POLICE DEPARTMENT
KEVIN]. MULLEN

The big law-enforcement story in Gold Rush San Francisco hardly concerned itself with
the city's police department: the story, reworked and repeated in numberless accounts, is
that on several occasions groups of private citizens wrested administration of justice from the
regularly constituted authorities and convened themselves into vigilance committees. In this
form they tried, sentenced and punished criminal predators with little more than a nod
toward the usual legal safeguards. Roger Lotchin, author of the definitive treatment of the
founding of American San Francisco, remarked:
The extraordinary emphasis on vigilantism has meant that the sensational and
atypical aspects of law enforcement have nearly crowded out the ordinary in the
city's histories. The committees that usurped part of this duty in the summers of
1849, 1851 , and 1856 , and whose tenure in 'office ' did not amount to nine months
in all , have received endless attention at the expense of the police who held the job
most of the time.'

One result of such historical inattention is a decided lack of agreement about even the
origin of the police department. 2 In fact, the police department itself is unsure of its
genesis.3 It is clearly time to put the matter to rest and give back to the department a few of
those pages of history from which it has been ''crowded out. ''
When , in the course of the Mexican War, American forces from the sloop-of-war Portsmouth seized the port of San Francisco on July 9, 1846, they found no Mexican officials of
any sort to oppose them. Soon thereafter Washington A. Bartlett, a bilingual naval lieutenant attached to the Portsmouth, was appointed the first American alcalde for the district of
San Francisco. As alcalde Bartlett nominally had the authority of a peace officer, but in actual practice his duties with regard to law enforcement approximated those of a judge or
justice of the peace.
Captain Kevin]. Mullen, a twenty-four-year veteran of the San Francisco Police Department, presently serves that
agency as commanding officer of the Staff Inspection Unit. He is particularly interested in the city's early criminal
justice system and is now at work on a larger manuscript concerning crime in Gold Rush San Francisco.
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Washington A. Bartlett, a bzfingual
naval lieutenant from the U.S. S. Portsmouth, became Yerba Buena's first
representative of Amencan government
when he was appointed alcalde in july
1846. It was Bartlett who renamed the
city San Francisco to forestall Manana
Vallejo's plan to create a city of Franci.rca on Carquinez Strait.

Immediately after the conquest, whatever direct law enforcement authority existed in
San Francisco was exercised by Marine Lieutenant Henry B. Watson and a detachment of
twenty-four marines from the Portsmouth, billeted in the Mexican Custom House on the
Plaza (Portsmouth Square) as a garrison, or town police. There was little to occupy the
military police in 1846, however, despite the fact that the town population doubled shortly
after the conquest when the ship Brooklyn arrived with more than two hundred immigrant
Mormon passengers. The town began to bustle with activity but the only police duty the garrison was called on to perform seems to have been the occasional arrest of a drunken sailor. 4
In early 1847 the military conflict, insofar as it directly affected California, ended and the
military commander at San Francisco announced the end of direct military control over local
affairs . Edwin Bryant, a civilian, was appointed to replace Bartlett as alcalde . In the spring of
1847 the alcalde was aided by a sheriff, E. Ward Pell, whose chief duties seem to have been
to act as bailiff in the alcalde's court. 5 Direct law enforcement and peace-keeping duties in
the town were performed by a detachment of soldier/settler volunteers , from Colonel
Jonathan Stevenson's recently-arrived regiment, under the command of Lieutenant Edward
Gilbert. The detachment was billeted as an around-the-dock police force in a barracks adjacent to the custom house on the plaza.6
In May 1847 Bryant resigned his office to return east and in his place the military governor appointed George Hyde as alcalde. In the summer, in response to criticism that the
alcalde's powers were ill-defined, the military governor instructed Hyde to form a town
government:
There is wanted in San Francisco an efficient town government, more so than is in
the power of an alcalde alone to put in force. There soon may be expected a large
number of whalers in your bay, and a large increase in your population by the arrival of emigrants; it is therefore highly necessary that you should, at an early day ,
have an efficient town police, proper town laws, town officials, etc. , for the enforcement of the laws , for the preservation of order, and for the proper protection
of persons and property. 7
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The governor requested the alcalde to call a town meeting for election of a town council
which would "appoint all town officers, such as treasurer, constables, watchmen, etc., and
to determine their pay, fees, etc . ' '
On September 13, 1847, the first elected council in American San Francisco was chosen,
and two days later the Calzfornian, one of the tiny hamlet's two competing newspapers,
promptly reminded them that one of the objects of the election was to appoint a good and
efficient police. At its first meeting on September 16 the council appointed a committee to
frame laws for the town and on September 21, while a committee of the council was considering an ordinance to establish a regular town police, the full cou ncil passed an ordinance
which designated the members of the council as unpaid "conservators of the peace" within
the town limits . The ordinance charged them with the duty, "to issue any process necessary
to preserve the peace and morals of the place, upon application, or when they deem it proper
to do so," and said that "all such process shall be made returnable to the Alcalde, and shall
be charged and regarded by the Alcalde as if it had been issued by himself. "s In other
words, members of the council were empowered to cite offenders into court. either on the
complaint of another citizen or on their own initiative, much as police officers now cite traffic and misdemeanor offenders into court . However, it appears that members of the council,
despite enactment of the ordinance , generally restricted their efforts to legislative matters .
At its meeting September 27, 1847, however, the council passed an ordinance which, for
the first time, provided for town officials clearly identified as law enforcement specialists :
Sec. 1. Be it ordained by the Town Counczl ofthe Town ofSan Francisco, that there
shall be elected two constables who shall constitute the chief police of the town .
Sec. 2. Be it further ordained, that the Constables shall perform all the duties required of other mimsterial ofji"cers within the town - shall faithfully execute all
process directed to them in accordance with the law and make due return thereofshall strictly enforce and obey every law, ordinance and resolution passed by the
Counczl.
Sec. 3. Be it further ordained, that the Constables shall receive for the service ofany
writ or other process, one dollar, to be paid out of the ji"nes imposed upon cases,
one dollar for the service ofany writ or other process to be paid by the defeated party , also ten cents per mzle for every mzle which they may travel to serve any writ or
other process beyond the limits of the town .9

And at its meeting October 11 the council appointed W . S. Thorp and Henry Smith to the
new positions. Smith, in addition to his duties as constable, was to be keeper of the town
jail. Yet the new constables had hardly been installed in office when, on December 17, the
council amended the police ordinance to the effect that "hereafter there shall be but one
Constable for the town, who shall receive, in addition to all the perquisites of his office
allowed by law, the sum of fifty dollars per month, and shall continue in office during good
behavior." The amended ordinance required that the constable devote his entire time to offic ial duties and empowered him ''to arrest anyone guilty of any crime, misdemeanor, or
other improper conduct, and take him or them before the Alcalde for trial." At the same
meeting Thomas Kittleman, who had arrived in San Francisco on the Brooklyn, was appointed as sole constable replacing both Smith and Thorp . But the old constables apparently
d id not agree to retire gracefully from the scene, for in January 1848 the council felt it
necessary to order anew that there be only one constable in San Francisco, Kittleman. 10 A
great deal of editorial concern was voiced about lawlessness and crime in San Francisco at this
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time , but responsibility for the condition was attributed exclusively to Alcalde Hyde, who
was unpopular with one of the factions vying for control of the town government.
In March a disgusted George Hyde resigned from office and in his place the governor appointed John Townsend, a choice more palatable to Hyde's opponents . Whatever the
genesis of the widespread concern voiced about lawlessness during the last months of Hyde's
tenure, no criticism was directed at Kittleman who, contrary to a prohibition against
moonlighting, worked a great deal of time on the streets and the wharf then under construction. Years later, when factional emotions had cooled, the editor who led the attack on Hyde
looked back on 1847 as a time when "There was very little drunkeness and a rare case of
disorder. The Town was governed almost without the aid of a constable . ' ' 11
The constables were designated by ordinance as the "chief police of the town " but ,
following as it did precedents established in largely rural settlements of England and
America, the office of constable did not amount to an urban law-enforcement body in any
sense a modern city dweller would recognize . In the main the system depended on direct
participation by the general public for performance of law enforcement functions. Citizens
were expected to depend on their own resources or the help of friends and relatives when
confronted with problems of crime and disorder. There was no neighborhood police officer
to call when trouble loomed . It was not an age when the public expected government either
to solve its problems or settle its personal disputes , and nobody expected government officials to engage in crime prevention activities. The victim of a crime was expected to call
upon a constable for assistance only " to execute warrants already sworn." Preservation of
public peace was not regarded as a governmental responsibility but as a public duty to be
performed by all able-bodied members of the general publicY
San Francisco 's pre-Gold Rush population shared with most Americans these perceptions
of the role of police officials, and San Francisco's constables, although designated as ''police
of the town,'' did not perform the general preventive patrol and arrest duties now associated
with municipal police departments. Lip service was paid to the notion that they were supposed to suppress disorderly conduct in grogshops and ferret out criminals but , for the most
part, their official duties centered on running down runaway sailors and carrying out judicial
orders of the alcalde. In fact , when the first criminal homicide occurred , in November 1847,
resulting from a fight in a grog shop near the current intersection of Pacific and Sansome
Streets , it was a group of citizens and not a constable who arrested the offender and took him
before the alcalde for examination. Nobody complained of a lack of participation by ''the
police of the town.'' And in early 1848 when a frontiersman stabbed a man in a grog shop,
again it was not the constable but several ordinary citizens who arrested the offender and
took him before the alcalde . Participation by the constable was mentioned only in connection with his performance as bailiff in the judicial proceeding which followed . 13
But events were already in motion which , while plunging San Francisco into the crucible
of disorder, would call forth a genuine, fully-articulated municipal police department. The
Gold Rush catapulted the little-known hamlet on San Francisco Bay, served by a lone constable, to world prominence as the main entrepot for men and goods in perhaps the largest
migration since the Crusades . In a few boom years the town exploded, creating physical and
social problems which sorely tested the rudimentary institutions of social control - and
found them wanting. One of the less-heralded attempts to solve these problems was
establishment of the San Francisco Police Department.
When news of the gold find first reached San Francisco at the beginning of 1848
residents of the town were skeptical. But as spring gave way to summer and gold dust in creasingly made its appearance on the counters of the merchants, doubts declined until, one
by one, San Franciscans slipped out of town and headed for the gold fields. By May the local
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rush was on . The town council suspended its meetings and in early June Alcalde Townsend
departed for the mines leaving governmental matters in the care of Second (assistant)
Alcalde Thaddeus Leavenworth. By mid-June, the town's two newspapers suspended
publication, and in August, when confirmation of the treaty ending the Mexican War arrived, the few remaining members of the volunteer regiment who had not already deserted
to the mines were discharged . By midsummer the town was virtually deserted . There was a
brief revival in late summer with the return of ill -outfitted argonauts and those who had
sickened from bad diet and the rigors of mining the icy streams of the gold region . Supplies
replenished, many returned to the goldfields at the end of September only to return to San
Francisco again at the end of the year when winter weather made mining impossible. There
they joined the first arrivals from other Pacific ports who, as news of the gold find spread
outward in ever-widening circles, headed for San Francisco . By the end of 1848 the town had
a population of two thousand waiting out the winter rains so that in spring they could head
to the placers .
In August 1848 a number of citizens requested the governor appoint a permanent
replacement for Alcalde Townsend but he declined on the ground that, because the war was
over, he had no such authority. Instead he instructed acting Alcalde Leavenworth to conduct
an election to select a permanent alcalde. Two elections, objected to by a number of prominent residents, were held, one at the end of August and another in early October. Both were

The west side of Portsmouth Square figured prominently in San Francisco's law enforcement story as early as 1846 when twenty -fi.ve U.S. marines charged with keep ing peace in the vzllage were quartered in the Mexican Custom House (extreme
rzght). The two -story structure in the middle is believed to have served as the
alcalde's offi"ce durz.ng 1849 and early 1850 and, after May 1850, as the city '.r fi·rst
justice court.
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won by Leavenworth who, like Hyde before him, was in frequent conflict with the council
and other citizens.
Before discharging the last remaining members of the volunteer regiment in August
1848, the commanding officer of the Presidio wrote the governor predicting disorders in San
Francisco when the discharged volunteers joined the city's civilian population . And at the
same time the army quartermaster reported that violence was an almost daily occurrence
there, for such town officials as existed had no power to preserve order. In early September a
group of citizens formed a volunteer military company called the San Francisco Guards for
the purpose of maintaining order, but most of its members soon returned to the mines and
had little effect on law enforcement matters . 14
Apparently Constable Kittleman went to the mines with the rest of the town during the
summer of 1848, for when the town began to revive in the fall with the return of the first
wave of failed '48ers, the reconvened town council instructed the alcalde early in October to
select a temporary constable to serve until a permanent appointment could be made . If such
an appointment was in fact ever made, the appointee left no imprint in the records. 15 At
that time, however , William Landers served as sheriff for the district of San Francisco.
Landers' duties were to execute the processes of the alcalde and attend him in court . This
then was the extent of the law enforcement establishment in San Francisco on the eve of the
Gold Rush year of 1849 which, before it ended, would see the population of the town increase tenfold and subjected to social strains occasioned by unchecked boom town life.
In the absence of action by the national government to establish a territorial government
in California, public concerns about an increase in predatory crime and the need for an adequate civil government to control it were heightened at the end of 1848 by a number of particularly gruesome murders. Public meetings were convened throughout California for the
purpose of organizing some type of government. At two such meetings in San Francisco in
late December, it was pointed out that punishment of crime was almost impossible because
of the lack of laws and officers to enforce them. Further, it was agreed to be the right and du ty of the people to form a provisional territorial government. To that end, an election should
be held in January 1849 to select delegates to attend a convention in San Jose in March.
At the local level in San Francisco, competing factions vied for control of the town
government against a backdrop of general public apathy occasioned by the mad scramble for
personal wealth in a helter-skelter civic atmosphere. In early 1849 the competing groups conducted a series of elections which resulted in three separate groups claiming to be the city's
legitimate government . On January 25 the Alta Calzfornia criticized the 1848 council for
creating such chaos at a time "when the town is without money , when we have no police, no
organization for preventing and extinguishing fires, no jail, no court or courts for the proper
trial and punishment of offenders - . ''
Out of this confusion a dominant faction emerged, calling itself a legislative assembly.
The group consisted of fifteen legislative members to make laws and three justices of the
peace who assumed jurisdiction over both civil and criminal matters in San Francisco. With
establishment of this assembly, the two councils then contending for control of San Francisco 's government resigned . Alcalde Leavenworth , however, backed by the military governor, refused to relinquish his office . No specific arrangements were made at the time by the
legislative assembly to provide police services, but a volunteer guard company, the
Washington Volunteers, composed largely of members and supporters of the assembly and
organized to assist the local authorities, came into being shortly after the February 21st
election.
Confronted by an intractable alcalde, in March the assembly declared the office abolished and appointed Justice of the Peace Myron Norton, the top vote-getter in the February
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In May 1847 George Hyde was appointed alcalde of San Francisco. Acting
upon instructions from mzfitary governor Richard Barnes Mason, he helped
form the settlement's first formal city
government which, in September 1847,
passed an ordinance providing for the
town 'sfi'rst two constables.
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election, as police magistrate to succeed Leavenworth as chief executive for the district of San
Francisco . Norton was empowered to receive all town papers and records from the alcalde
and authorized to appoint two or more policemen to serve any warrants he might issue . If
any police officers were in fact appointed at that time, they played no part in subsequent
events, for law enforcement activities carried out under the aegis of the assembly were performed by citizen volunteers . In May the assembly conducted yet another election and]. C.
Pulis, who had served the alcalde as sheriff earlier, was elected to that same office to serve
under the legislative assembly. At the end of the month , when under Norton's orders Pulis
seized the town records from Alcalde Leavenworth, he did so with the assistance of " a
number of volunteer deputies . " 16
But in June , learning that Congress had still not provided territorial government for
California, the military governor proclaimed an election for August 1, 1849. Delegates
would be chosen to form a territorial government and municipal governments modeled
loosely on earlier Mexican forms would be selected to govern the towns of California. In the
face of the governor's determination to form a local government, San Francisco's legislative
assembly retired reluctantly from the field, leaving the government of the town - such as it
was - to Alcalde Leavenworth .
In the meantime, while leading citizens squabbled over control of public affairs in the
early months of 1849, a social sore had been festering in San Francisco out of mind - if not
out of sight - of the body politic . From its beginnings as an American settlement, the town
had been plagued by the problem of runaway sailors . Indeed, the very first ordinance passed
by the 1847 council , drafted to placate sea captains who threatened to take their trade
elsewhere, prohibited sailor desertions and penalized persons convicted of harboring
deserters . At the end of 1848 and early in 1849, when large numbers of seaborne argonauts
first arrived in San Francisco, sailors who manned the ships abandoned any pay due them
and joined the rush to the gold fields. Outbound sea traffic came to a standstill. Unable to
rely on regular authorities to prevent desertions, some merchants whose businesses depended
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San Francisco before and after the gold discovery. Residents of the city later recalled
the year 1847 as a time when the "town was governed almost without the aid of a
constable. " By 1848, however, the rapidly growing population and its accompanying social pressures afforded numerous opportunities for those inclined toward a
career in law enforcement.
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The "Hounds, " a loose alliance of beached sazlors, Australian penal-colony immigrants and hoodlums from eastern cities, mounted a campaign of terTOr against
Hispanic reszdents of San Francisco in 1849. On july 15, following a night of
drunken riot, outraged citizens formed a volunteer organization to restore order.
Eventually many gang leaders were convicted ofnumerous crimes.

on uninterrupted sea trade informally contracted with a group of men to capture and return
runaway sailors so maritime trade could continue .
At first this informal piecework system of law enforcement seemed to work fairly well for
all - runaway sailors excepted. But the ''sailor catchers'' soon realized that in the absence of
any official check on their behavior they could do for themselves what they did for the merchants who hired them. Combining in a loose alliance with beached sailors, the first arrivals
from Australian penal colonies, and early-arriving hoodlums from the eastern United States,
they soon set about intimidating the town . Ignored or avoided by a merchant class occupied
with its own affairs and at least tacitly encouraged by a leading military official who felt that
Mexicans and South Americans were not entitled to a share of the gold, the alliance of
bullies, now calling themselves the "Hounds," mounted a campaign of terror against
Hispanic residents of the city.
The Hounds initially set themselves up as self-appointed guardians of the public peace
and, under the guise of collecting a tax to support their peace-keeping efforts, exacted
tribute from the generally defenseless Hispanic population. But their courage grew as their
acts went unpunished and they soon extended their "tax collections" to other groups . On
July 15, 1849, they went too far. After a day of drunken revels, they rampaged through
"Chiletown" all the night long, tearing down and looting tents, stoving in boats and
shooting at least two men . The disorganized citizenry, who had clutched their blankets to
themselves and listened fearfully through the night of drunken riot, had had enough. The
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next morning, while the bullies slept off the excesses of the previous night, the outraged
people organized themselves into a body to combat the Hounds .
At a well-attended public meeting in Portsmouth Square, judges were selected to try the
hoodlums in a quasi-popular tribunal. At another meeting, 230 men organized themselves
into a volunteer police force with W. E. Spofford as their chief. By nightfall the volunteer
police had rounded up the Hounds' leaders, who were examined and placed aboard the brig
Wa?Ten for safekeeping . The next day a hastily-convened grand jury indicted them for a
variety of crimes . In the days that followed, at a series of public trials where recourse to legal
technicalities was not permitted, the leaders of the Hounds were convicted of a variety of
crimes of assault and theft . They were sentenced to terms of imprisonment or banishment
from the territory . The excitement over, however , the merchants returned to the press of
business and the sentences were never carried into effect. Yet the affair dramatically proved
to many that in an enforcement vacuum bullies emerge, and that a regularly-paid police
department of sufficient strength to exercise physical force as well as moral authority was the
only alternative to anarchy. The patrols of the volunteer police, which evolved into the
California Guards, a volunteer militia company, continued for a number of weeks. But even
as the trials of the Hounds continued, a group of merchants approached Malachai Fallon and
asked him to organize the first regular, paid police department in Sao Francisco. Fallon,
aged thirty-five, native of Athlooe, Ireland, was a former New York City police officerY
On August 1, 1849, following state-wide elections, Sao Francisco and other population
centers received their first fully-articulated town government. John Geary was chosen as
alcalde to head a twelve-member ayuntamiento (town council) . Because of recent events,
public safety was very much in the public consciousness and Geary, in his first address to the
ayuntamiento, reminded them that ''You are without a single police officer or watchman,
and have not means of confining a prisoner for an hour - , [and] no single provision for the
protection of property or the maintenance of order - . '' 18 The ayuntamiento promptly
appointed a subcommittee to study the matter and report to the full body with
recommendations.
At the August 13 council meeting the subcommittee on police recommended that a captain of police ''with necessary aids [sic ] be appointed'' and, at the same meeting, the council
elected Malachai Fallon as the first captain (or chief of police) of the Sao Francisco Police
Department. 19 In the following weeks Fallon set about organizing the town's first professional police department, consisting of an assistant chief, Robert Beck, three sergeants and
thirty police officers.
The social disorders which afflicted Sao Francisco in its early days are usually treated as an
abnormal phenomenon, occasioned by social disorganization attending the Gold Rush. Little attention is generally paid to concurrent events in other American cities . Actually, the
early and middle decades of the nineteenth century were times of extreme social turbulence
throughout the United States. As part of the urbanization process then underway in eastern
cities, the residential cores of urban settlements were vacated by the upper and middle
classes who began to move to the suburbs. The city centers came to be occupied by growing
numbers of Irish Catholic immigrants and freed black slaves who were subject to pogrom type riots mounted by nativist elements objecting to their presence. In this wrenching social
and economic evolution, predatory crime increased and social disorders multiplied. As suggested by the affair of the Hounds in Sao Francisco, existing forms of social control designed
for homogeneous village society were totally inadequate for the task . Thus, following
English models, eastern cities in the mid-nineteenth century established for the first time
large bodies of regular police officers organized along military lines for rapid assembly and
deployment against unruly mobs . In the early 1830s Philadelphia organized the first day
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On August 13, 1849, veteran New York
police officer Malachi Fallon was elected
first captain (or chief) of police by the
San Francisco town counczf. To Fallon
fell the task of organizing the town's
first professional police department.
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police force in the United States. Other eastern cities followed suit and in 1845 New York
established the model for future urban police departments when it consolidated a potpourri
of existing police groups into a day and night police. It was not merely incidental that, in
looking for someone to organize a police department, the San Francisco establishment settled on a New Yorker. Thus the founding of the organization under Fallon's leadership on
August 13, 1849, marks not only the time from which the San Francisco Police Department
may date its origin , but can be viewed also as the point when it was formally recognized that
social controls suitable to villages of the past must be replaced by new forms , which have
since become a permanent fixture on the urban landscape.
The new police department set up shop in a station house on Portsmouth Square and
before the end of the year a jail was provided in the form of the brig Euphemia, purchased
from a member of the council and berthed in the bay at Jackson and Battery Streets. The officers assumed patrol duties but, perhaps because of the example of the Hounds , there was
little in the way of police business to occupy them until the end of the year. After a
devastating fire on Christmas Eve 1849 which razed several square blocks, however, at the
urging of the press the ayuntamiento increased the size of the force to fifty and instructed
the chief of police to establish a night watch . 20
In May 1850 San Francisco was incorporated as an American city and, at the charter election on May 1, Alcalde Geary was elected mayor , the ayuntamiento was replaced by a
bicameral council, and Malachai Fallon was elected city marshal, to head the police department under the general supervision of the mayor. In July, according to the terms of the
charter, the council reorganized the police department by ordinance , dividing the city into
districts for police purposes and establishing administrative procedures for the government
of the department. The department itself was increased to seventy-five officers.
The increase in the size of the force came none too soon, for in the summer of 1850 San
Francisco experienced a precipitous rise in predatory crime. Citizens became increasingly
fearful of walking the streets at night . At first the press and public were sympathetic to the
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As the nineteenth century progressed, exzstzng social controls were increasingly
unable to maintain order in American urban areas. Groups of regular police officers
organized along mzlitary lines provided the help needed. Members of the Boston
Police, shown here in 1851, earned wooden staffs in those early days - apparently
symbolic oftheir office - used a prods rather than as weapons.
police officers, but as such crime increased in the latter months of 1850 and early 1851, they
came to believe that the law-enforcement apparatus contributed to the deterioration of
criminal conditions. Citizens spoke increasingly of the prospect of taking the law into their
own hands. On January 6, 18 51, the Evening Picayune chided the police department for being oversensitive to criticism . While conceding that the department was not large enough to
provide a presence everywhere, the Picayune stated it was well known' 'that out of the vicinity of the gambling and drinking saloons, a policeman is scarce ever to be found, day or
night."
By the time municipal elections came around in April 1851 , the voters were ready for a
new team. Whig Charles]. Brenham was elected mayor and Robert G . Crozier ousted Fallon
from the office of city marshall by a landslide . At first it was thought that conditions would
improve but events soon conspired to impel the city toward the inevitable social conflagration. On the very day the newly-elected government was to be sworn in, most of the business
portion of the city burned down in the fifth and greatest of a series of fires thought to have
been caused by arsonists. And in the first days of tenure of the new police department a large
number of escapes , attributable for the most part to the flimsy construction of the wooden
station house, were charged to the incompetence or complicity of police officers . In May, as
the feeling increased that the regular police were incompetent, a body of unpaid volunteer
police were authorized by ordinance , sworn in by the mayor and sent out to patrol the streets
under the general supervision of the City Marshal. 21 But events came to a head in early June
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with the arrest of a disgruntled evictee who had set fire to his rooming house on Central
Wharf. He was almost lynched by the crowd around the courthouse at his preliminary examination, and the last straw was reached when his prosecution was delayed by the imposition of what was considered to be the last in a long string of legal technicalities designed to
protect criminals at the expense of the public. Disgusted with the performance of the
criminal justice system in general and the courts in particular, a group of citizens, mostly
merchants of the city, came together in the Committee of Vigilance of 1851, the first of the
two great vigilance committees in San Francisco. They preempted the prerogatives of the
regularly-established criminal justice system for the summer. The Committee of Vigilance
immediately set about arresting and trying criminals, and eventually banished a large
number and hanged four before they adjourned in September.
Governance of the city was then returned to the regularly-established authorities and for
a time it seemed that social conditions would stablilize . Over the next few years, and a series
of charters, the police department was reorganized several times, its size fluctuating with
boom-and-bust economic cycles. According to the custom of the time which wholeheartedly
endorsed the dictum, ''To the victors go the spoils,'' officers of the police department were
almost totally replaced in office as the city administration changed in yearly elections .
In the spring of 1856 yet another charter was enacted for the city, which created San
Mateo County out of the southern portion of San Francisco County and again reorganized
the police department. This time the title of its chief executive was changed from "city marshall" to "chief of police." At the same time a group of citizens, increasingly outraged by
widespread political corruption, rose once more to form a committee of vigilance . During

The police department, as organized by Fallon , set up shop in a station-house on
Portsmouth Square and before the end of the year was provided with a jazf in the
form ofthe brig Euphemia, purchased from a member ofthe counczf and berthed in
the bay at jackson and Battery Street.r.
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the summer of 1856 they again preempted the courts and police and proceeded to rid the
town of those they considered undesirable. By September they disbanded and in the fall
elections their political arm, the Peoples Party, elected a full slate of candidates, including
former vigilante James F. Curtis as chief of police, according to the terms of the new charter.
Some sources mistakenly cite Curtis ' election as the founding date of the police department.
But in reality it was that small body of men organized in August 1849 by Malachai Fallon
who can rightfully lay claim to being the first municipal police department in San Francisco,
and to which the current department must look for its real origins .

NOTES:
I. Roger W. Lotchin , San Francisco , 1846-1856, from Hamlet to City (New York: Oxford University Press,
1974), p . 51.
2. Some accounts of the early history of the police department refer to Wash ington A. Bartlett, appointed
alcalde in August 1846, as the first peace officer in American San Francisco. See Leslie C. Gillen, "History of San
Francisco Police Chiefs," Police and Peace Officers journal (November/December 1947), p. 17. Others eire the
election of rhe first town council in September 1847, rhe six members of which were designated conservators of the
peace, as the first police department. See Gladys Hansen , The San Francisco Almanac (San Francisco: Chronicle
Books, 1975 ), p. 96. In another work , Behind the Sziver Star, an Account of the San Francisco Police Department
(San Francisco Public Library, 1981), p . 2, she refers to the election of the six councilmen in 1847 as " Police
Regulators.''
3. A History of the San Francisco Police Department (Planning and Research Division , San Francisco Police
Department , 1970), p. 1, refers to the election of the town council of 1847 as the "first crude semblance of an
organized police department'' in San Francisco. Bur the 1956 Annual Report of the San Francisco Polzce Department is subtitled "A Century of Public Service" and the annual report of the department for the fiscal year
1980-1981, which updates the subtitle by rwenty-five years, refers (p. 4) to the year 1981 as the !25th anniversary of
the police department.
4. Zoerh Skinner Eldredge, The Beginnings of San Franczsco (San Francisco: Privately published, 1912), p .
544 .
5. Hubert Howe Bancroft, Hzstory ofCalzfornia, Vol. 5 (Santa Barbara: Wallace Hibbert , 1966) , p. 648.
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2 (Washington DC: Government Printing Office, 1969); Frank R. Prassel , The Western Peace Officer: A Legacy of
Law and Order (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1972), pp. 30-31.
13. California Star, Feb. 12, March 4, 1848.
14 . Biggs, Conquer and Colonize, pp . 160-61.
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17. Prassel, Western Peace Officer, p. 74; William Heath Davis, Seventy Five Years in Calzfornia (San Francisco: John Howell, 1967), pp. 240-241; Letter, M. Fallon to his family , Aug. 30, 1849, held by John B. McGloin,
S.].
18. Frank Sou le , John H. Gihon,James Nisbet, The Annals ofSan Franczsco (Palo Alto: Lewis Osborne , 1966),
p. 230.
19 . A Record of the Proceedings of the Ayuntamiento or Town Counczi ofSan Franczsco, from August 6, 1849
until May 3, 1850 (Municipal Reports 1849-1860).
20. Alta Calzfornia, Jan . 24, 1850.
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FROM THE ARCHIVES
Pn'mary matena! related to Western history

BEFORE KILROY:

CONFESSIONS OF A PROFESSIONAL TRAMP
RONALD H . LIMBAUGH

''Tinker, tailor, beggerman , thief'' - The ancient schoolyard rhyme, once part of every
rope-skipper's repertoire, reminds us that poverty has an occupational as well as social
dimension. Seventy years ago , with a self-righteous air and an old typewriter, Leon Ray
Livingston recounted his career in an historic, if not venerable , professional which has ebbed
and flowed in direct proportion to the ups and downs of the global economy. This engaging
epistle also calls our attention to yet another dubious tradition . From Plymouth Rock to
Independence Rock , from Times Square to a wall in Watts, some Americans have literally
tried to carve a permanent niche in a transitory world . The graffiti left by this rambling
railroader was as familiar in the first decade of the twentieth century as the ubiquitous
"Kilroy Was Here" after World War II. All items are from the Fred Lockley Papers in the
manuscripts division of the Holt-Atherton Pacific Center for Western Studies, University of
the Pacific.

50

T H E PAC I F I C H I S T 0 R I A N

~pr1·1.,:s ,
~ehr

~.~y

de~r

·!r .

ary

~

?e JA .,

nd,

12~3 .

Frel Lo Uey : -

I just retur~el ~ere fr·- a~ exte"dH~
t .1t tJok -e ~s f,-, r so•:th flS t·~e c l ty of T~-r:..,~ , ~lfl . P"ld
I
rrl l<Jd er•3 just 1 "1 '1'11~ ~o be Able to ~ns•:.:cr o-rso~"l"lly :.r~ur
letter o: lnll' lry thP.t yo1.: g<:Jnt to the A . 'ol Pj.lb' 'shi:1· ~o·•.::a1;·
~nder date of the Htt'. , lnst .
:-!o~.o-trlp

:

".',

3h

tO

St.:1 !..0

:. ...... t

t\-.-1? V!1T OU8

¥-

J· .. orP

ave go~e t~e r un•s of t~e rresc tnqt I ~ave vr 1se1 ~e ran
r'lls qre t::"' . roduct of t .. e fertile i:;r;;~ns ':lf so···e Texas "e we paper rep rtl:lr wrw for wHnt of E?"et t'1; 'oett<:Jr ha o:e '<lllfld o"ce
~ore , a thing t:.at ~.H!)Pe·s to r:e accor~in ~ to :.• e p?.pers 11bo. t ten
t.'T!es every yegr .
~ht:t

This· is to tell :·ou t r.ct I Rr: still 1· ~
tt1e l:"l'i of t .e living "'li a'TI still bu(llly e:J,::'lged c:--.Aetnr; tre~t c !l b
be 1'1 tur'l c ased by t~0 s e w~o r3prsent t~e lAw , nhi~h S¥Ps " Thou
shalt not tr_e p 'lss· . ~ :.ow, I •:•ish to "P. e you P. fP.ir Pn:i sq_u:Jre pro posit i on !
~f you are so anxious to write ~l:l up •oen y0u suo"oPed
I :·:ere ·te ad1 wn· "lOt el p ::e L~ t:.e tss O'l :i»xltflt to w~l ch I am da.
votine t'.e =em:;t:Jing ye'lrs of !!!Y l ife .

--r; , ,
/'1A- ""

"""1

.v

~

I ~~ve be ~~ a'ld am s ti ll ~ ~rofe s sion~l
tramp . :i'or "lore t ?.n t;:1 r ty :teP.rs I t:we :ed t :::e ""ard 1 tfe th:lt 1e
the reward of those : :::o can no t ·•1 t'lstan·l t he cn ll of t~.~ w'lnc'terlu!t,..
a nl i n al l this t i me I t:eve e1rneu the ~~o tw 1 l l and eve:1 rew~rrts ~ E
of the r :Jllroart companies a r1 .umantty qt l~ r ·e by ·~v i n~ bes'l the
rne'l. s of s~ v1 :1g ·:;· y tr~ t ns f r o"' ·.~re ek s , by notify i ng t rain. crews
whenever any t hine W'1S wr on;; ·•:it 'l t'1J rollin< st ock , b y s t opp1n: r u tl~-ay t r ain s ond by mqny othe r ~ ct s wtich t ake ~ l i tt le c our age and
~l ots of 'lerve to d o , 'oes i ·ies t hi s I ~wve sent t hoU S'l'1ds a f boys wh o
had s t art ed ou t t o s ee t 'le world by w ,y of t he bo xcqr r oute b~c k t o
t e tr home s and 'by :.he booi<s I h~ve wr it ten , n,,.,. t!'ll'lt I ,., t oo o lll
t o Lr avel a s fa r aM exte:1 si ve 1 y ~ s fo!"'1e:r:ly, I nav e be en t he CJe 'Jn!!
of p r ·eventmne: othe r t'~ousqnds t o beco:ne not only p l qi :J ·P.n•ierers ,
but "'l OY of t teT. c o.,mo'1 l.egga rs, c onft r·~ed d r uni<r~rds ar.•i danc;erou s
cr1 m1 '1als .

THE P ACI F IC HISTORIAN

51

,.
/!<)

t::"de:r ·a separ qte cov ar I a~ ~e nct·ln ;:; y u to ~ ay ~ lP.t est -:ewsp:;:oe r
cliPrln,; to the ~.~ 1 e ~fe of which yc u :n ·w a i d 11 !'ev: ore <:~lle s '> S ~:• !:re sent
:'lUmbe r is jus~5lC.13s miles for v:hl ch I h , ··e ex r eM.e'i ex~ctly $7. Cl s:~. ce
1 883 .

You will k i ndly re t ,~ r n to <:1e t":e pictures I ll'"' enc lo sing :J n•i. t he
copy of my 1 • t e st book you .. ay keep as a s ouve. lr fror1 1 ts 'lUthe r .
I repeat : ? l e' ee ret u rn the pho to ,; r ,, hs as scan '!S y0u ~re t". r o u
\";1t !'l SA e , a n(\ ple.-. se see t~"lt I Tecelve ~t. lB:AE't :=t doze'1 co l3 s of :iour
paper, ifis I c ol,l>e ct every newspaper cl i pping , :md :'r o"' t~e <-1,ni ~ .: ~ ~ q7.i'1e
articl e.s I ·1e·1anrl 11ore_.., "lS I '1a1Ze r>ll'!'lys use for s o:, e s. s ~n th is c~se .
~.oul~ y ·u ctec1•ie no t
to m~<.:e use of this do pe, ple ~s e r et•Jrn :·:1e
ptc t oes to 11e .~re 2t c a · ri~ !e spring s , ?ennsylva :'lla, a ~d not ~Ass. n 7our
letter ~a1 itJcaus1n1 aelqy 1 :1 tr•ns111ssLo n of s a "'e ,

"""

?lease ~ leo reml!ber th ~ t r;:y n"'-:~e i s not :._e ven s o and :-. r "~~. t.i'lg
e lse RS even my to 'llh st ne ~s " Y f'lm us sign , which I e:-J cl o!le J? s~-:~e . :!!O
Pl,<::J ee do not e pr)il y ou r star:; by ~ry1.n,j t o ; tv , -e a na·r.e , as ~ hAve llved
~:'lL.r ty ye·• rs ~ aR '· · No l a:1d Sl'lall be ;;l:1d to .?.ve my s i ;n upon ·y to'llbstore

-----~~~~~r~~·------
~t/2~

P . s . Should ycu flnd P. few ~ rrors in my typev;rltlng - l eo se re - m mbe~that
I ~n ow JUS a bit mo re about r1.cUn.;; t -:-q i:ls tha 1·1 1 tin; UP€>n-a type ~·ri

52

T H E PAC I F I C H I S T 0 R I A N

t. e r!

ONLY THE SQUEAL IS LEFT:

CONFLICT OVER ESTABLISHING
OLYMPIC NATIONAL PARK
MICHAEL G . SCHENE

Harold Ickes railed in 1936 against applying the multiple-use theory to the marvelous
forested lands of Washington State's Olympic Peninsula. "This is the same multiple-use
theory that is applied to the pig in the stockyards when the prestidigitators in the
packing houses get hold of him . All that is left is the squeal," he thundered. "And if
the exploiters are permitted to have their way with this Olympic Peninsula area, all that
will be left will be the outraged squeal of future generations .. . , '' the interior secretary
contended . 1
Such concern for the natural resources of the Olympic Peninsula had not always been
present, however. The early nineteenth-century pioneers in the peninsula showed little
interest in the scenic beauty of this tremendous tract of land while they applied
themselves to harvesting the abundant stands of marketable trees. Before the century's
end, concerned citizens and public officials were already worried that these exploitative
practices, in the Pacific Northwest and elsewhere, would eventually denude the nation of
its forests, degrading the environment. Overcoming the powerful opposition of vested
interests in the West and elsewhere, in 1891 persistent conservationists were able to
secure the passage of legislation that empowered the president to establish forest reserves
on public land. Using this authority President Grover Cleveland in the early spring of
1897 established the 2,188 ,800-acre Olympic Forest Reserve. 2
Lumber magnates immediately protested this action and lobbied for the reduction of
all forest reserves . The next president, William McKinley, soon responded to this pressure
and by 1901 had withdrawn 721,860 acres on the peninsula from federal protection . As
embattled conservationists awaited further reductions in Washington and elsewhere , an
Dr. Michael G. Schene is the regional historian for the Rocky Mountain Region , National Park Service, Denver,
Colorado. He is also president of Cultural Resource Management Services, Inc ., and presently at work up on a study
ofthe Indians ofthe lower Mississippi delta during the colonial period.
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anarchist assassinated McKinley in the fall of 1901. His successor was the young liberal
Republican, Theodore Roosevelt, who firmly believed in preservation of forest and
wilderness areas.
While government control of forests in the peninsula continued to cause great
excitement in the early days of the Roosevelt presidency, the focus of attention
increasingly centered on protection of the Olympic or Roosevelt Elk, named in 1897 by
the renowned naturalist Clinton Hart Merriam for Theodore Roosevelt. Peninsular
residents and those acquainted with this species of elk, the largest of the four North
American species, had recently become alarmed about the great number being killed,
and they feared the elk would eventually become extinct. The Elks Lodge of Port
Angeles, Washington, petitioned Congress on this subject in 1903, requesting formation
of a national park in the area most frequented by the animals. Congressman Francis W.
Cushman of nearby Tacoma responded to this and similar requests by introducing a park
bill in 1904. Although the bill failed to pass, it did bring the plight of the elk to the
attention of many people . Among those who probably heard about the elk killing was
President Roosevelt . When Congressman William E. Humphrey of Washington
approached him in early 1909 about creating a game reserve in the Olympic Mountains
to protect the native elk, he immediately agreed to the request. Before leaving office in

The Olympic or Roosevelt Elk, the largest of the four North American species, was
named by C. Hart Merriam for Theodore Roosevelt in 1897. Following the turn of
the century, peninsular residents became alarmed by the large numbers being kzlled
and succeeded in bringing the plight of the elk to the attention of many, including
President Roosevelt. Before leaving office he established the 610,560 acre Mt. Olym pus National Monument as a game reserve for the elk.
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March he signed a proclamation establishing Mount Olympus National Monument,
composed of 610,560 acres situated in the center of the Olympic National Forest . 3
The new monument was soon assailed by local entrepreneurs who wanted access to
minerals and timber of the area. Joining this opposition was the Forest Service. Regional
officials of that agency felt that commercial interests should supercede wildlife
considerations. However, their repeated requests for elimination of the monument were
vetoed by the Forest Service central office because the agency had promised the U.S.
Biological Survey to preserve Roosevelt Elk habitat in the Olympic Mountains.
Representative Humphrey agreed with his constituents that monument restrictions
were undesirable, yet he also felt the elk had to be protected from predatory hunters. So,
to appease both entrepreneurs and conservationists, in 1911 Humphrey introduced
legislation that would abolish the monument and transfer the same area into a national
park where some entrepreneurial activity would be permitted. But local business men
and the Forest Service felt the bill was still too restrictive and lobbied effectively for its
defeat. A similar bill was introduced in Congress during the 1912 session but failed to
pass. 4
Regional Forest Service personnel continued their campaign to have the monument
reduced or abolished. Chief Forester Henry S. Graves visited the area in 1914 to assess
the situation and returned to Washington, D.C., convinced that his subordinates were
correct. He drafted a lengthy memorandum recommending that monument acreage be
reduced by fifty percent. Graves suggested also, however, that certain unique wilderness
areas be included in a national park. The latter proposal helped ensure cooperation of
the Department of the Interior, and Biological Survey support was obtained by advising
them that the Forest Service had the authority to restrict development on elk breeding
grounds . With all government factions temporarily in agreement, Graves approached
President Woodrow Wilson and asked him to reduce the monument by fifty percent.
Since there was little opposition to the proposal, Wilson signed the necessary
proclamation in ·May 1915 . 5
The elk problem continued to plague the Forest Service in the following years. In
1916 Congressman Albert Johnson of Washington sponsored legislation to transform the
existing monument into a national park, specifically for protection of the Roosevelt Elk.
The bill died in committee when the secretary of agriculture advised that he was opposed
to it. 6 When citizen complaints about elk destruction reached a crescendo in the twenties,
Johnson introduced new legislation to create a park in the Olympic Mountains. The
apparent unwillingness of the National Park Service to support the bill assured its early
demise. But Johnson was undaunted and began planning to establish a federal game
refuge in the mountains at the earliest possible moment.
While Johnson was trying to enlist support for his proposals the Forest Service was
preparing a master plan subsequently known as the Cleator plan. Prepared by Forest
Service Recreational Engineer Fred Cleator, the plan provided for roads and trails,
designated a 134,000-acre primitive area for future protection, and established the Mount
Olympus National Monument as the Snow Peaks Recreation Area. The plan temporarily
silenced some Forest Service critics and was later used by the organization in trying to
defeat subsequent efforts to establish a park in the area.
Conservationists soon resumed their attacks on Forest Service management of the
area. The renowned curator of the American Museum of Natural History, Williard Van
Name, visited the Olympic Mountains in 1928. His later widely distributed monograph,
Vanishing Forest Reserves, denounced the Forest Service but also rebuked the National
Park Service for its passive posture in the peninsula. A colleague, Harold E. Anthony,
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maintained a lengthy correspondence with the government about elk protection and
always remained slightly suspicious of official efforts to save the animals. The prestigious
Audubon Society established its own correspondence with the Forest Service and learned
from the beleaguered organization that it was having little success in protecting the elk.
While the Forest Service tried to salvage its position with the public, it also had to
deal with National Park Service efforts to gain control of the public domain in the
peninsula. The latter agency had tried to obtain jurisdiction over certain wilderness areas
for some time , so it was obviously pleased when President Franklin D . Roosevelt
transferred administration responsibility for national monuments to the National Park
Service inJune 1933 .
Soon after this transfer a number of conservationists mounted a campaign to convert
Mount Olympus National Monument into a national park. The most influential group
favoring creation of this park was the Emergency Conservation Committee, a New
York-based organization, liberally financed by a philanthropist, Mrs. Rosalie Edge.
Opposition came from the Forest Service and those with entrepreneurial interests in the
peninsula. Protection of these interests contributed significantly to Washington State's
subsequent decision to oppose the park.
The dispute escalated over the next two years. Then in March 1935 Representative
Monrad C. Wallgren , whose district included the peninsula, introduced a bill to establish
Mount Olympus National Park, incorporating recommendations of the Emergency
Conservation Committee and suggestions from his constituents . Besides adding 400,000
acres to the existing monument, most of it from the national forest, the bill included
specific provisions for protection of the elk.
When the House Committee on Public Lands began hearings on this legislation in
April 1936 both sides were well represented. Secretary of the Interior Harold Ickes and
former Park Service Director Horace Albright sharply criticized the Forest Service. As
Ickes ended his inflammatory testimony, he told committee members: "Sustained-yield
logging, multiple use, or any of the smooth-sounding techniques of the Forest Service are
no substitute for a national park, and will not save an area of national park quality.
Neither will they replace trees that are centuries old after they once have been cut
down." Assistant Chief Forester Leon F. Kneipp defended his agency's timber
management practices and maintained that a park would destroy the local economy.
State representatives argued for a minuscule park, including only the topmost ridge of
the Olympic Mountains. The bill subsequently received committee approval but failed to
reach the house floor before the session ended. 7
The Forest Service hoped to strengthen its position in Congress considerably, before
another park bill was introduced . Special Assistant R.F. Hamman wanted the agency to
"put on a real show before the Public Lands Committee . ... Our presentation must be
snappy and interesting." Besides a well-orchestrated publicity campaign, Hammatt
wanted regional officials to work for local support. Part of this effort included using
other personnel to ensure that peninsular labor unions would support their position, and
there was some lobbying with the Washington delegation.
The agency initially expected that Washington State organizations would staunchly
support their efforts. These groups, however, felt a peninsular park was inevitable and
planned to use their influence to ensure that a protected area would not jeopardize the
local economy. The Washington State Planning Council decided to lobby for adoption of
a modified form of the Cleator plan. According to this proposal, the national park would
consist of 360,000 acres - primarily the area of the existing monument. Adjoining it on
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In March 1935 Washington representative Monrad C. Wallgren, whose
district included the peninsula, introduced a bzfl to establish Mo unt
Olympus National Park. Later elected
governor, Wallgren fought efforts to
reduce park boundaries following
World War II.

the west and southwest would be some 200,000 acres under Forest Service jurisdiction
but maintained principally as a wilderness area.
Congressman Wallgren, meanwhile, had voiced concern about the impact of his
original plan . While he would not accept the Cleator plan, he did agree to reduce park
boundaries to 648,000 acres, although the new legislation (introduced in February 1937)
included some land that contained accessible supplies of pulpwood . Besides Forest Service
opposition, the bill was vigorously opposed by Irving Brant - a well-known journalist
associated with the Emergency Conservation Committee and a confidant of President
Roosevelt.
With the debate raging in the fall of 1937, Roosevelt - urged by Ickes - decided to
visit the peninsula. He remained for two days (September 30 and October 1), toured the
area, and publicly promised that all interests would be protected. In private talks with
the Forest Service, however, he supported a large park, including stands of valuable trees.
The agency reluctantly concluded that its position was untenable and, except for
defending its practices in the Olympics, ceased opposition to the park bill.
Congressman Wallgren once again reversed himself and, responding to administration
pressure, introduced a new bill in March 1938 providing for a park of 898,202 acres.
Besides this expanded acreage, the new park would have westward extensions down the
Bogachiel, Hoh, and Queets rivers . And finally, there was no mention of multiple-use
administration or entrance roadways - items earlier endorsed by the Washington State
Planning Council.
Alarmed state officials, including Governor Clarence Martin, made a hurried trip to
Washington D. C., in April. There they first argued for a reduced park before the House
Public Lands Committee . Afterwards state and congressional leaders met with the
president, who told them that he would support an amendment allowing logging near
the park . Whatever his motivation the president obfuscated the boundary issue, leaving
state officials convinced they could veto any unwanted boundary changes.
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Olympic National Park, which cover.r more than a mzflion acre.r in four we.rtern
countie.r of Wa.rhington State, contain.r a wide variety of topography for the delight
ofvZ:ritor.r: from high mountain wzfderneJJ to driftwood-littered Pacifi·c .rhoreline.
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Administration officials soon dispelled state hopes that they could influence -apy
decision regarding final park boundaries. Other Roosevelt staffers tried to quell the
incipient conflict with Washington state officials and, too, quickly maneuvered the
Wallgren bill through the House without disabling amendments. In the upper house,
presidential spokesmen urged senators to amend the act so that Roosevelt would have the
authority ''to add to the proposed park any lands within the boundaries of the Olympic
National Forest.''
Washington state leaders were infuriated by the amendment. They demanded that
their congressional delegation defeat it and, when the act was finally passed by both
houses in June, it did include a provision requiring consultation . But the legislation also
provided for a park of 898,292 acres, far exceeding the worst fears of state leaders.
State officials were even more gloomy when Harold Ickes announced in August 1938
that he favored extending the park boundaries to their maximum limits as soon as
possible. The State Planning Council subsequently met with Frank Kittredge, regional
director of the National Park Service in the northwest, and they jointly issued a report in
December 1938 recommending additions to Olympic Park of 202,292 acres on the north,
east and south, although that amount was finally reduced to 187,411 acres. Since the conferees could not agree on the western boundaries, these were left open for future
adjudication. The state lost this battle too, and when Roosevelt made the final decision
in December 1939 he included land along the Bogachiel, Hoh, and Queets rivers. About
the same time, the president authorized the Public Works Administration to acquire a
strip about two miles wide down the Queets Valley to the Pacific Ocean and an adjacent
section of oceanfront land - in all some 47,000 acres. And finally, in 1940, Roosevelt
added another 28,000 acres around Lake Quinault to the park. 8
The demand for lumber during World War II finally forced Ickes to open Queets
Corridor and Ocean Strip lands to limited logging in December 1942. In the immediate
postwar years efforts to reduce park boundaries were successfully defeated by Monrad
Wallgren, now Washington State Governor. After Republicans succeeded in capturing
the state house and the presidency in 1952, some efforts were made to reduce the park
but they were defeated. Park boundaries have been adjusted slightly in succeeding years,
and in 1983 a study was authorized to determine whether additional land should be
added to the park to protect these significant resources.
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NOTES:
In addition to the sources cited in detail below, the author has placed special reliance on works by Elmo R.
Richardson , The Politics of Conservation: Crusades and Controversies, 1897-1913 (Berkeley: University of
California Press, 1962); Ben Whitfield Twight, " The Tenacity of Value Commitment: The Forest Service and
the Olympic National Park, " unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Washington , 1971; and the Harold
Ickes Papers, Library of Congress , Washington , D.C.
l. Statement of Harold Ickes , secretary of the interior, Hearings Before the Committee on the Public
Lands, House of Representatives, 74th Cong., 2nd Sess., on H .R. 7086, A Bill to establish the Mount Olympus
National Park in the State of Washington and for other purposes, April 23 , 24, 25, 27, 28, 29, 30, May 1 and
5, 1936, p. 154 (hereinafter cited as Mount Olympus Hearings).
2. Ruby El Hult, The Untamed Olympics: The Story of a Peninsula (Portland, OR: Binfords and Mort,
1971), p. 179; Harold T. Pinkett, Gifford Pinchot: Private and Public Forester (Urbana: University of Illinois
Press, 1970), pp. 12, 13; Meredith B. Ingham, Jr., "Olympic National Park: A Study of Conservation
Objectives Relating to its Establishment and Boundary Adjustments," (Washington: National Park Service ,
1955), p . 1, copy at Denver Service Center, National Park Service, Denver, CO. The Forest Reserve Act of 1891
granted the president authority to create , by executive proclamation , permanent forest reserves on the public
domain . Within sixteen years Presidents Cleveland, McKinley and Theodore Roosevelt established 159 national
forests.
3. Carsten Lien, "The Olympic Boundary Struggle," Mountaineer, Vol. 52 (March 1, 1959), p . 21 ;
Resolution of Elks Lodge of Port Angeles [Washington], Nov. 11, 1903, House Reports, 58th Cong ., 2nd Sess.,
No. 1874, p. 7; Hult, Untamed Olympics, p. 213. The Antiquities Act of 1906 authorized the president to
create by executive proclamation "historic landmarks, historic and prehistoric structures, and other objects of
historic or scientific interest ... . '' Because the monument had been established to protect elk habitat, the
Forest Service prohibited lumbering, mining and other activities having the potential of harming the elk.
4. Hult, Untamed Olympics, p. 215.
5. Ingham , "Olympic National Park ," p. 2.
6. Edmund B. Rogers, comp., "Olympic Park," in " History of Legislation Relating to the National Park
System Through the 82nd Congress ," 3 Vols. , 1: Appendix A, p . 2. On file at Rocky Mountain Regional
Library, National Park Service , Denver, CO.
7. Statements of Ickes and Kneipp, Mount Olympus Hearings, pp. 180-199,229-251,257.
8. Ingham, "Olympic National Park," p. 28. In January 1953 President Harry Truman used executive
authority to add the Queers Corridor, Ocean Strip and Dogachiel Valley to the park. Ingham , "Olympic
National Park," p. 26 . National Park Service, "Quinault Valley Impact Study, Final Report" (Seattle, WA:
National Park Service, 1978), p. 3. Copy on file at National Park Service Regional Office , Seattle.
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REVIEWS OF W ESTERN BOOKS
Authon"tative review.r ofrecent publication.r

FAMILY AND DIVORCE IN CALIFORNIA, 1850-1890: VICTORIAN ILLUSIONS
AND EVERYDAY REALITIES . By Robert
L. Gri.rwold. (Albany: State Univer.rity of
New York Pre.r.r, 1982. xzi + 254 pp ., zflu.r., note.r, biblio. , index. $34.50 cloth,
$9.95 paper)
Griswold has examined some four hundred divorces through court records in
neighboring, then -rural Santa Clara and
San Mateo counties, 1850-1890, and used
quantitative methods to identify twenty-six
aspects of the issues at litigation, of the individuals involved, and of their milieu.
Tables illustrate his findings and support
the text . Griswold believes that, in seeking
to sever "one of the nineteenth century's
most sacred bonds,'' these California
husbands and wives revealed lifestyles and
attitudes that were fairly typical of those
found nationwide.
This is pioneering work, and to be commended . Previous scholarly efforts to explore family relationships have depended
primarily on diaries and letters of educated
and literary people, and on the effusions of
professional moralists. Griswold knows well
the literature both old and new in this field,
citing among many others the relevant
works of Mary Beth Norton, Nancy Cott,
Linda Kerber and] ulie] effrey. His copious
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notes and extensive bibliography will assist
anyone interested in further reading on
nineteenth-century gender roles and family
development .
Perhaps the greatest value of this book
comes, in fact, from Griswold 's analytical
commentary on much recent scholarship
focusing on changing roles within the family at all socio-economic levels . Lest a would be reader think this book to be all statistical
tables and theoretical analyses, we hereby
give warning of pungent vocabulary quoted
(of husbands who didn't quite measure up
in the developing ''ideal of manhood'')
and of graphic descriptions of women whose
desires for sexual independence were greater
than their regard for norms of "industriousness, frugality, and economy."
The problems of work and economic sufficiency for both men and women are carefully documented, as are the distressing details
of families destroyed by indolence, intemperance and cruelty . We note that twothirds of the divorce actions studied were initiated by women (a reverse of the
eighteenth-century condition) and that
desertion remained the single most effective
means of relief from marital stress .
The book's sub-title, Victonan Illu.rions
and Everyday Realities, reaches the heart of
the matter in suggesting several important

things: an emphasis on woman's developing cult of domesticity and her attendant
role as moral leader and guardian; second,
man's reduced authoritarian responsibilities
and society's increased demands for his
emotional commitment; third, children's
softened image as gentle, malleable,
lovable creatures with rights to a supportive,
considerate upbringing; and finally, the
change in the concept of family with the introduction of' 'the companionate ideal.'' In
an afterword Griswold raises fundamental
questions about twentieth-century marriage
and family life in light of the persistence of
this ideal - queries which, he quietly admits, remain unanswered.
All of the above is upbeat and well
justified, but it is also fair to note that
statistical historical analysis remains to find
its proper or generally attractive prose form.
There is no disguising that numerical data
grouped around several themes are boring
and difficult to arrange. In Griswold's study
information from each divorce case is likely
to be broken up and cited five or six times
in various places. Each time the author reintroduces the couple again, as if the reader
had not met them already, and in several
instances identical quotations are repeated.
Author, editor and I or publisher merit an
onion for carelessness and lack of thought in
illustrating the book. Graphically it is a
disaster, well symbolized by the family view
on the cover: a group of Nebraskans in front
of a sod house. Narrative and especially
quantitative historians need to be reminded
endlessly of the need to grasp the power and
resource value of the graphic image. As
much care should be exercised in that
research and selection as in textual preparation. Such a recognition will always enhance
greatly the impact and interpretive value of
the published product .
Melinda Young Frye

Melinda Frye is a cultural historian who
organized the exhibition ''Dress for Greater
Freedom: Women's Dress and Women's
Rights in Nineteenth - and TwentiethCentury America, '' at The Oakland
Museum in 1972.

THE LOST SISTERHOOD: PROSTITUTION IN AMERICA, 1900-1918. By Ruth
Rosen. (Baltimore: The johns Hopkins
University Press, 1982. xvii + 245 pp., zflus., notes, biblio., index. $18.50)
To study the history of prostitution is important not only for the sake of learning
about socially deviant behavior and commercialized sex in the past but because it
can also disclose something about the options available to all women . For example,
in the United States during the nineteenth
century, employment possibilities were so
limited and the sexual double standard
dichotomized women so rigidly that a
respectable woman reading about a prostitute might well have acknowledged, albeit
with a shudder, "There but for the grace of
God go I. '' This is because any woman then
lacking male protection, who had been
touched by the breath of scandal, might
have found selling her body one of the very
few options open for survival. Thus we see
that the study of prostitution can reveal
crucial aspects of a society's gender system.
Despite the fact that women now have a
far greater range of choice than in the nineteenth century, prostitution is still with us.
As with so many aspects of modern
American life, the Progressive Period on
which Ruth Rosen's book focuses saw
substantial change, both in societal attitudes toward prostitution and in the way
in which the trade was carried on. The Lost
Sisterhood is therefore a welcome addition
to the growing literature about women's
history because we need to understand that
time of transition in order to understand
better the persistence of commercialized sex
today . Rosen set out to explore public
policy, the motives of both male and female
reformers, and what one might call the
social history of prostitution. This ambitious scope required a vast amount of
research in government reports, memoirs,
popular literature and personal papers .
Eager to gain the perspective of the prostitutes themselves, Rosen conducted some interviews with modern practitioners of the
trade .
Sensitive as she is to the texture of these
women's lives, she is most successful when
she deals with the subculture of prostitution
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and the reasons why women have chosen to
become prostitutes. She is least successful in
dealing with the motives of reformers . If
prostitution fundamentally rests on the exploitation of women's bodies and if it was
becoming even more exploitative in the early twentieth century owing to the increasing
prevalence of pimps, why refer to prostitution as the "symbol of an age ," thus implying that the crusade to combat it partook of
a symbolic quality? Further, Rosen is so
eager to neither patronize nor condemn the
lost sisterhood that she refuses to consider
even the possibility of pathology. Yet her
data reveal that prostitutes themselves gave
"bad home conditions" as a leading reason
for their occupational choice in those years .
These criticisms notwithstanding, Rosen's
book provides an excellent treatment of an
important topic.
Glenna Matthews

Glenna Matthews is associate professor of
history in Oklahoma State University . Pro fessor Matthews has published on western
history subjects in a number ofjournals and
her most recent article is ' 'An Immigrant
Community in Indian Tem"tory ."

THE AMERICAN FARMER AND THE
NEW DEAL. By Theodore Saloutos.
(Ames: Iowa State University Press, 1982.
xvzi + 327 pp ., zflus. , notes, biblio., index.
$25. 75)
Unquestionably this is the major interpretive work on the New Deal's agricultural
programs. It is fitting that Professor
Saloutos, a distinguished historian of
American agriculture , was able to complete
the text for this definitive study before his
untimely death in 1980. It serves as a
capstone for his previous surveys of
twentieth-century agricultural discontent in
the Middle West and farmer movements in
the South . Significantly, in the present
monograph, he finds that the vigorous and
diverse ad hoc governmental agencies
spawned by the Roosevelt administration
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preempted the field so that the Farm
Bureau Federation, National Grange, National Farmers' Union, etc . , exercised but
minor influence in shaping agricultural
policy.
The thesis of the study is clearly stated in
the concluding sentence of the last chapter:
''With all its limitations and frustrations,
the New Deal, by making operational the
ideas and plans that had been long on the
minds of agricultural researchers and
thinkers, constituted the greatest innovative
epoch in the history of American
agriculture." The author is obviously impressed with this innovative spirit in
agricultural policy formation but his summary of accomplishments mirrors the
restramt which his massive scholarly
endeavor dictates. Thus the Agricultural
Adjustment Administration and coordinate
agencies inside and outside the U. S.
Department of Agriculture were not able to
raise prices in basic farm commodities to the
expected 100% of parity (the 1909-1914
price level) by the end of the New Deal
reform era. Nor was farm output restricted
effectively either through reduction of
acreage or conservation and adjustment
practices. Instead, technical and mechanical
advances increased productivity despite
reduction in the number of farms across the
nation. In fact the surpluses, viewed as a
problem in 1939, soon became an asset as
the needs of our allies in World War II
quickly consumed that surplus , and the
agricultural sector expanded its output
beyond prior records . The author accepts
the charges of the New Left school of
historians that the AAA accomplished little
for tenants and sharecroppers, a goodly proportion of whom were blacks, domiciled in
the South. He is forthright in his explanation of this discriminatory aspect of New
Deal policy which seems heinous from today's perspective . Thus, agricultural policy
planning from the 1920s on assumed that
the small and inefficient producers would
be driven by economic forces to seek
employment in the city; and AAA administration in the segregated South, as in
the rest of the nation, was delegated to
substantial farm operators. These are some
of the explanations .

Finally, the focus throughout is on the individual farmer characterized by crop
specialty, regional location and economic
circumstances. Topics that will capture
reader attention include the rivalry of urban
liberals personified by Jerome Frank as
U.S.D.A. General Counsel and Rexford
Tugwell, Farm Security Administrator, on
the one hand, and the agrarian establishment directors of the first and second
AAA's: George Peek, Chester Davis,
Howard Tolley and R. M. Evans . Surprising
is the revelation that Henry Wall ace's
presidential ambitions influenced administration of the program following
19 37. Of surpassing interest are chapters on
the Rural Electrification Administration,
the Shelter Belt Project, the subsistence
homesteads , and greenbelt communities.
This is a superlative book in almost every
particular: style, format, readability and
scholarship. It also offers a substantial contribution to our understanding the founda tions of today' s national agricultural policy.
One must, of course, regret the neglect of
the California scene. Mention is made of
Associated Farmers and corporate
agribusiness opposition to federal farm
labor camps, triple A social planning, and
that is about it.
Lawrence B. Lee

Lawrence B. Lee is professor of history in
San jose State University and the author of
Reclaiming the American West.

SOUTHWESTERN AGRICULTURE: PRECOLUMBIAN TO MODERN. Edited by
Henry C. Dethloff and Irvin M. May, Jr.
(College Station: Texas A & M University
Press, 1982. viii + 305 pp. , zilus., index.
$23 . 75)
Southwestern Agn.culture is a collection
of essays originally prepared for an
agricutural history symposium held at Texas
A & M University in 1980. For the publication of this volume as well as similar collections such as Farming in the Midwest,
1840-1900, all interested in the field are in-

deb ted to the ·Agricultural History Society,
which has sponsored these publications and
performed a service whose value can only be
enhanced as time goes by.
The essays in Southwestern Agn.culture
center upon agriculture in Arizona, New
Mexico, Texas and Oklahoma, with greatest
emphasis upon Texas . They bring together
such disparate topics as farmers in
southwestern fiction, Hispanic impact on
the Southwestern cattle industry, the Texas
agricultural extension service, and contributions of Carl Hayden and Clinton P. Anderson to agriculture.
To bring some organization to such wideranging topics the editors have arranged the
essays under seven headings which include,
among others, the foundations of
Southwestern agriculture, feed grain and
livestock, farmers movements, and
historical perspective. In addition to the
essays, remarks of the commentators on the
papers at the symposium are included. For
the most part these are of limited interest,
but Richard S. Kirkendall's brief comment
on "the politics of agriculture" suggests
some areas that historians might pursue
with profit .
The contributors to this volume were
businessmen and an assortment of academicians , including one anthropoligist whose
paper on the practice of agriculture along
the Mimbres River in New Mexico in
prehistoric times accounts for ''PreColumbian" in the book 's title. Unfortunately the editors, with a list of the contributors , have included only their business
or academic affiliations. Brief biographical
sketches of each would have helped.
Some papers deal with familiar historical
topics. Gladys L. Baker uses her paper to
revisit the county agent, and in two provocative essays Robert C. McMath, Jr., and
Bruce Palmer deal with the perennial problem of Southern Populists. Of special interest, however , are papers on less familiar,
if less significant topics, that help round out
our understanding of southwestern agriculture .
Gary N . Nall, for example , shows how
the cattle-feeding industry, evidences of
which are seen in feedlots along the
highways, came to Texas. In the section on
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Crew ofthe Matador Ranch, 1883.

cooperatives and modern marketing are interesting accounts of the development of
two businesses: the Plains Cooperative Oil
Mill in Lubbock, Texas, by William N .
Stokes , Jr., and the Texas Farm Products
Company by Archie P. McDonald . These
and the stories of the culture of hybrid
sorghum and the chile pepper in New Mexico will interest both historian and general
reader, as will a number of the other
articles.
Wayne E. Fuller

Wayne Fuller is professor of history in the
University of Texas at El Paso and the
author ofpublications such as The R.F .D.:
The Changing Face of Rural America.

66

T H E PA C IF IC H I ST 0 RIA N

THE MATADOR LAND AND CATILE
COMPANY. By W. M. Pearce. (Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 1982. xiv +
244 pp ., zflus., notes, biblio., appendices,
index. $19.95)
In 1879 Henry "Hank" Campbell, Colonel Alfred Britton and three associates
each subscribed $10,000 to buy one and a
half million acres in northwestern Texas .
On this windswept grassland, which included parts or most of Motley, Dickens, Cottle
and Floyd counties, they planned to raise
large herds of cattle, then drive them north
to the railroads in Kansas. By 1882 they had
been so successful that a group of Scottish
investors purchased their ''holdings'' for
$1,250,000 . Over the next seventy years the
Scots would continue to enlarge this venture
by buying approximately 213,000 acres in
Oldham County , Texas , as well as leasing
several hundred thousand acres in the
Dakotas, Montana, Wyoming, Oklahoma
and Canada. They also sold prime beef to
meat companies throughout the United
States, establishing an excellent reputation

for quality as well as quantity . Eventually in
1951 "a syndicate in New York" (p . 222)
bought their investment for almost
$20,000,000 and then began to liquidate
this huge land body by selling off to individual buyers . As a result, one of the great
ranches of the American West, which was
known as The Matador Land and Cattle
Company and which epitomized the last
great cattle frontier , came to an end .
W.M . "Bill" Pearce, formerly the
academic vice-president at Texas Tech
University and president emeritus at Texas
Wesleyan College, first published this work
in 1964, receiving such acclaim that the
University of Oklahoma Press decided to
reissue it ''for the enjoyment of a new
generation of ranching enthusiasts'' (book
cover). And the editors were correct in their
decision . Pearce has written a classic in
ranching history. In a well-documented text
he has detailed for the reader the basic
problems facing the men who managed the
Matador for the Scots - Campbell, Murdo
Mackenzie, John MacBain and John
Mackenzie. He also has presented the reader
with an overview of conditions which affected both cattlemen and cowboys during
the seventy years of this fabulous enterprise.
And he has explained technical terms and
financial dealings so clearly that even the
rankest ''tenderfoot'' can understand the
Matador history.
As a result , The Matador Land and Cattle
Company continues to be a noteworthy con tribution to Western History . The
Oklahoma University Press has provided the
reader with maps and pictures which are extremely helpful. And although ranching
history may not be especially exciting to
some, Pearce has written in a clear,
straightforward style which is easy to read
and understand.
Ben Procter

Ben Procter is professor of history in Texas
Chnstian University, Fort Worth , and hzs
numerous publications reflect hzs interest in
Texas hzstory, including hzs most recent
book, The Texas Heritage.

THE RANCHOS OF DON PACIFICO ONTIVEROS. By Virginia L. Carpenter. (Santa
Ana, CA: Fn.zs-Pioneer Press, 1982. Order
from Virginia L. Carpenter, 204 N.
Pn.nceton Ave. , Fullerton, CA 92631. xi+
247 pp., zllus., notes, biblio., index.
$17.45)

Local history devotees familiar with
northern Orange County and northern Santa Barbara County will find much that is interesting in this handsome volume by
Virginia L. Carpenter, a retired Placentia,
California, librarian. The book is a study of
the "genealogy" of two California ranchos
from Mexican times to the twentieth century. At the same time, the reader acquires
a genealogy of the descendants of Josef Antonio Ontiveros, who arrived in Alta
California with the founders of the pueblo
of Los Angeles in 1781. The Ranchos of
Don Pacifi"co Ontiveros is divided into three
pans : the story of the family 's arrival and
early life in California and its legal struggles
to retain title to Rancho San Juan Cajon de
Santa Ana; the relocation of Don Pacifico's
family to Rancho Tepusquet; and appendices consisting of maps, genealogical lists ,
a bibliography, and a key to disefi.os.
Rancho San Juan Cajon, granted to Juan
Pacifico Ontiveros in 183 7, bordered the
Santa Ana River. The area now encompasses
the cities of Anaheim , Fullerton , Brea and
Placentia. Miss Carpenter, who came upon
the book's subjects while producing A
Chzld's Hzstory of Placentia, includes
descriptions of other Santa Ana River ranchos and their owners. She also touches on
the founding of Anaheim by the Los
Angeles Vineyard Society. Augustus
Langenberger and his wife, an Ontiveros
daughter, were early merchants tn
Anaheim.
During the drought of the 1860s Don
Pacifico sold most of Rancho San Juan Cajon to Abel Stearns. A few years prior to this
he had purchased his mother-in-law's Rancho Tepusquet on the Sisquoc River in the
vicinity of present-day Santa Marla, and had
moved his family there. Rancho Tepusquet
was granted to Tomas Olivera in 183 7.
Olivera had married the widowed Marla
Antonia Coty y Lugo do Osuna at Santa
Barbara in 1816. One of her daughters,
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Marfa Martina Osuna, became the wife of
Juan Pacifico Ontiveros. Another daughter,
Eduarda, married William Oulian) Foxen,
owner of neighboring Rancho Tinaquaic.
1982 was an appropriate publication date
for this book, for it marked the bicentennial
of the founding of the Santa Barbara Royal
Presidio. Josef Oose) Ontiveros, grandfather
of Don Juan Pacifico, was one of the
military party who established the presidio.
Pacifico's wife, Martina, was a native of the
Santa Barbara presidio, as were her mother
and stepfather, Tomas Olivera.
The author emphasizes the grant process
as well as lawsuits over land titles and rancho boundaries. One case, between the
Board of United States Land Commissioners
and Juan Pacifico Ontiveros, went to the
California Supreme Court. Miss Carpenter
and the publisher, the respected FriisPioneer Press of Santa Ana, have added a
chart of cattle brands, photographs, a short
glossary, and even the baggage list of an
original Los Angeles settler.
Mary Louise Days

Mary Louise Days, a planner-historian with
the City of Santa Barbara Planning Office,
is past president of the Santa Barbara Trust
for Historic Preservation and a grand trustee
of the Native Daughters of the Golden
West.

BITTER HARVEST: A HISTORY OF
CALIFORNIA FARMWORKERS,
1879-1941. Cletus E. Daniel. (Ithaca, NY:
Cornell University Press, 1981. 348 pp., zflus., index. $24.50)
In the years before World War II such
scholars and publicists as Paul Taylor, Carey
McWilliams and Stuart Jamieson wrote influential studies of labor relations in
California's industrial agriculture from the
Gilded Age through the Great Depression.
Now we have Cletus Daniel's excellent and
compelling history, Bitter Harvest (most apt
title), reflecting newer concepts and view-
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points about that period of American
history . Imaginatively conceived and admirably written, Bitter Harvest not only
contributes immeasurably to our understanding of California's rural labor relations
in the more distant past, but it is also essential to a fuller understanding of the contemporary farm labor problem .
The book's governing concept is power
and its obverse, powerlessness : power nearly
total and complete in the hands of growers,
and helplessness on the part of the rural
labor force. Here was no family farmerhired hand relationship of agrarian lore, as
the author is at pains to make clear in his
provocative opening chapter. Here were
"agribusinessmen" who, like the industrial
capitalists after whom they modeled
themselves and to whom they became increasingly interconnected, were concerned
foremost with maximizing profits at the expense of a labor force of racial and social
outcasts. Proponents of the rural ideal
might continue to stress social and civic virtues of family farming, but the emerging
reality of California agriculture, Daniel
argues persuasively, was the cash nexus. No
''outsider,'' be he labor organizer, reformer
or worker, could be allowed to intervene in
setting wages and working conditions . Long
after urban industry was forced to change, it
remained axiomatic to growers that in their
labor relations power was indivisible .
The heart of Daniel's book is his discussion of the great strikes of 1933-34, when
the communist-led Cannery and
Agricultural Workers Industrial Union
(CA WIU) shook California's agribusiness to
its foundations. Here Daniel amply
demonstrates his skill with description,
keeping the details of the many strikes in
clear focus and leading the reader inexorably to the conclusion that farm
operators, in their desperation to retain
near-total control over their work force, did
not hesitate to run roughshod over civil
liberties. Here too, Daniel is at his revisionist best. The American "left" unionists, liberals, communists -failed in
its attempts to organize or to improve the
condition of the rural proletariat. These
groups fell short, Daniel contends, because
they were in their different ways self-

serving, their goals too often at odds with
the workers' desire simply for better living
and working conditions. Daniel is especially
exasperated with New Deal liberals who, he
charges, were heavily implicated in the
destruction of farm labor unionism. As he
points out, these old progressives feared
conflict and strife. Theirs was a nationalist
faith in the rational, bureaucratic state and
in the subordination of private to public interest defined by federal authority. That
they could have done more than they did,
however, is problematic. In the growers'
arsenal, power was buttressed by ideology,
probably to an extent greater than Daniel is
prepared to acknowledge. It was not
recognition of grower political power alone
that paralyzed New Dealers in their excursion into farm labor relations. Many liberals
continued to be hornswoggled by grower
rhetoric of the family farm when it suited
the interests of agribusiness to indulge in it.
However, it is certainly easier for the student of farm labor relations after 1941,
upon reading Daniel, to grasp the extreme
hostility of agribusiness to federal involvement in the farm labor problem . In a still
broader sense, we have been made to face
the limits of liberalism: in this case, as
Daniel trenchantly notes, liberalism was incapable of dealing with the problem of
almost total powerlessness.
Otey M. Scruggs

Otey Scruggs, who specializes in American
political and social history, is professor of
history in Syracuse University, Syracuse,
New York.

RED HARVEST: THE COMMUNIST PARTY AND AMERICAN FARMERS . By
Lowell K. Dyson. (Lincoln: University of
Nebraska Press, 1982. xii + 259 pp., index.
$18.95)
Red Harvest examines the efforts of the
Communist Party to influence the country's
farmers between 1919 and the late 1940s.
Lowell Dyson effectively reiterates and

deepens our understanding of the party's
subservience to and deviation from
Moscow's strategy turnarounds and of the
struggle rural organizers faced in broadening the proletarian horizons of the eastern
leadership. The author's principal concern
is the influence of organizers and ideas
within the Middle West's wheat, dairy and
western corn belts. The Southern Tenant
Farmers' Union and the New York Dairy
Farmers' Union are the major exceptions to
this geographic context.
The major emphasis within Red Harvest
is on the role of communists in the farm
strike and their subsequent popular front
effort to integrate into the National
Farmers' Union. In both instances, the best
the Communists could claim was to be a
''current'' in the ''stream of farm protest''
(p. 122). Agreeing with Dyson, most
scholars have traditionally concluded that
the limited appeal of communists rested
upon their protest strategies rather than
upon their collectivist ideology. For them,
communist influence, with some local exception, has required minimal analysis
because it ran parallel to, and was engulfed
by, traditional American agricultural
discontent. Dyson, however, argues that the
"action committees" of the United
Farmers' League, in contrast to the Farm
Holiday Association's ''councils of
defense," initiated and promoted confrontational foreclosure demonstrations rather
than conciliatory ones, spread the demand
for debt repudiation rather than a
moratorium, and opposed the New Deal's
''scarcity'' farm program rather than giving
it a chance. The author's view is that the
communist current is noteworthy because it
had a discernible, if limited, impact upon
radicalizing farmer opinion and action,
motivating area governors to declare
moratoriums, and accelerating implementation of the New Deal's corn loan program .
Thus, in particular contrast to John L
Shover, Dyson places more emphasis upon
the strike-activating influence of the communists and upon the strike's political impact. The failure to provide enough analysis
of the social and economic background of
strikers and nonstrikers, and of the nature
of the interaction between farmers and
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communists, leaves Dyson with a tenable
interpretation bur it does not , as it stands ,
refute Shover's.
Dyson is more successful in assessing the
rise of communist participation within the
faction -riddled Farmers' Union in the late
1930s and its decline with the erosion of
popular-frontism a decade later. While he
fully recognizes which individuals held
''real power'' during the former struggle for
control, Dyson does not sufficiently develop
their attitudes and strategies toward com munist participation. Understanding their
views about the desirability and necessity
for communist inclusion is critical to a
meaningful assessment of communist influence. Further, the local reasons for
popular anti-communist opinion surfacing
in some NFU state organizations during the
latter struggle are unexplored.
Two secondary but important problems
warrant mention. The treatment of California is so brief, general, and minimally
researched that the book would have
benefited had Dyson ignored the state .
Communist influence became an important
issue within the Minnesota Farmer-Labor
Party, but Dyson's analysis of local third
parties ends in the 1920's. This book is the
most comprehensive and the best researched study of American rural communism to date . Its focus, however, is more
regional and episodic than national and
comprehensive.
Lawrence J.Jelinek

Lawrence Jelinek is assistant professor of
history in Loyola Marymount University and
the author ofHarvest Empire: A History of
California Agriculture.
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MARl SANDOZ : STORY CATCHER OF
THE PLAINS. By Helen Winter Stauffer.
(Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press,
1982. 322pp. , zllus., notes, index. $22.50)
Mari Sandoz (1896 -1966) had a hard raising, worse than wheat sown among tares . In
childhood, out on Old Jules ' western
Nebraska homestead, neither he nor Marie,
her mother, ever gave her any physical affection. She was worked like a dray on the
farm and a drudge in the house . She was
beaten (once so badly that she had a permanently scarred hand) . She was blinded in
one eye by having to spend too long one
time in the winter snow glare looking for
cattle . She suffered inexplicable migraine
attacks that were to persist well into her
middle years . She endured what seems to
have been a miserable five-year marriage to
Wray Macumber early in her life that she
thereafter refused to talk about. She spent
years teaching elementary school in oneroom sod school houses - a period when
her own education was minimal. And all
through this growing time she was
dominated by her irascible yet charismatic
father, Old J ules.
The first virtue of Helen Winter Stauffer 's biography is that, without any undue
forcing, she gets this story told. It is, I
think , a heroic tale . (And it was one which
was to have an equally hard ending: Mari
Sandoz lost both breasts to cancer in a ten
year interval and then died of bone cancer,
her hormonal balance destroyed by the
drugs she was given .) In many ways Mari
Sandoz' writing echoed her life's story .
During her apprentice writing years she
barely sustained herself by a series of odd
jobs . Then, with the very first sign of success, Old Jules wrote her: "You know I con sider writers and artists the maggots of
society . " In 1933, with ten years of serious
writing behind her , at what seemed the
final rejection of her manuscript of this
same man 's biography, she burnt more
than seventy stories and returned home
from Lincoln to the Nebraska sandhills,
determined to have done with writing. In
writing, as in life, she had to triumph over
adversity - over the small mindedness of
copy editors , inefficiencies of publishing arrangements and lackadaisical agents, un -

Mari Sandoz as she appeared zn the
1920s.

toward compeuuon from the likes of
Howard Fast, condescension of eastern
reviewers, but most of all over the insistent
demands of her own demonic muses.
The second virtue of Stauffer's biography
is that she rightly sees Old Jules (1935) as
the chief turning point in Sandoz' career,
and not only because it was her first commercial success. Although Stauffer does not
precisely say so, it was in laying the ghost of
her own father in this extraordinary book
that Sandoz overcame the greatest obstacle
to her own development, her own authentic
being. It is no insult to Stauffer to state that
the psychological aspects of this emotional
transaction could stand deeper probing . As
Mari Sandoz aged, for instance, she herself
became - assuming Stauffer's details are
correct - by turns secretive and voluble,
generous yet demanding, charming but
irascible , intemperate, a hub for her friends
yet also isolated , a loner: a version, that is,
of Old Jules.
Stauffer's account of Sandoz' books is virtually uncritical. She implicitly accepts the
consensus view that the major Sandoz works
are the biographies and histories, especially
Old Jules, Crazy Horse (1942), Cheyenne
Autumn (1953) and The Battle of the Little

Big Horn (1966). Stauffer never thoroughly
confronts the conceptual differences between the categories of fiction, autobiography, biography and history. Rather, she
tends to worry away at the problem, saying
for example that the drafts of the Indian
works are partly "cast as fiction, sometimes
as historical narrative;" that "truth is essential to nonfiction;" that "the writer must
know the difference between reality and his
own imagination;'' without ever questioning the meaning of these abstractions. That
is, she does not raise the issue to a sufficiently theoretical level to think about it
with any subtlety. (In this respect some recent writing on autobiography by James
Olney and others could have helped.)
Similarly, Stauffer implicitly and explicitly endorses Mari Sandoz' own views and actions , despite the fact that they were often
contradictory, on western writing versus the
eastern literary establishment and on the
reasons for a western writer to live in either
place . This means, I think, that she
overlooks what must have been profound
tensions , especially during the later New
York years. Sandoz, no less than Thomas
Wolfe and so many other major moderns,
could neither really go home again nor stay
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away . To some extent, it was out of such
polarities that the good later works came .
All told, Helen Winter Stauffer has uncovered much information for the first time
(including the odd fact that Mari Sandoz
did ''voluntary work'' for the FBI in the
early 1940s) and she has produced a well
documented, illustrated, full and , most important of all, interesting account of a major
writer. Mari Sandoz: Story Catcher of the
Plains will become a treasure house of Sandoz information that subsequent scholars
and critics will need to plunder.
Mick Gidley

Mick Gidley is head of American & Commonwealth Arts in the University of Exeter,
England, and editor of the American Arts
Pamphlet Series. His own most recent book
is Kopet: A Documentary Narrative of
Chief]oseph's Last Years.

BLAZING CROSSES IN ZION: THE KU
KLUX KLAN IN UTAH. By Larry R.

Gerlach. (Logan: Utah State University
Press, 1982. xxv + 248 pp., zllus., notes,
index. $17.50)
During my years of studying and
teaching Utah history , I recall little
reference to the Ku Klux Klan. In my
childhood in Santa Monica, California, my
parents awakened me late one evening to
watch from the front window the burning
of a fiery cross on the hill a block or two
away. I must have held my father's hand
with some fear and trembling , and asked
what this was all about. That episode is my
first recollection of the KKK . Only a few
years ago , while teaching at the University
of Alabama in Tuscaloosa, I was told that a
service station in town was operated by the
head of the United Klans of America, and
curiosity took me to the station one day.
Why the feeling, I do not know, but to my
surprise he looked like any other normal
man in his forties or fifties. Those incidents
are the only connections I have ever had
with the Klan. Nor had I done any serious
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reading about it until the Gerlach book
came into my hands.
In addition to being a history of the Ku
Klux Klan in Utah, this book, in the introductory matter and throughout the text
and notes, sheds considerable light on the
history of the Klan in America since its
founding in Tennessee at the close of the
Civil War. Consequently, the book is of
more than local interest.
Of the four periods of Klan resurgence in
the twentieth century, Utah was involved in
only two, those of the 1920s and the 1970s
and '80s . The growth of the Klan in the
1940s, resulting from war fervor and increased patriotism, passed Utah by .
Likewise, increase in Klan activity in the
1950s and 1960s, an outgrowth of opposition to Brown v. Board of Education and
the resulting fight against integration ,
swept the South and elsewhere but had little impact on Utah .
In the twenties the Klan was active in
many Utah cities and towns, but particularly in Salt Lake City, Ogden, the mining and
mill towns west and south of the capital city, and in the coal-mining towns of Carbon
County. Klan members in Utah, as
elsewhere, were nativist, white and protestant. Though an over-simplification, it appealed to , or at least its membership during
this period came from Masons ,
Republicans, upper and middle class
businessmen and , as always, policemen. In
the recent period of the seventies and
eighties many laborers, skilled and unskilled, have joined. Though the church opposes it, many Mormons have been attracted to the latest version of the Klan and
even a few Catholics . The present Klan had
its Utah beginnings in the little farming
community of Riverton, of all places, south
and west of Salt Lake City. Until recently
somewhat isolated from the metropolis to
the north, Riverton has witnessed an influx
of Indonesians and other non -whites who
seem to pose an economic threat. What the
future portends for the Klan and problems
related to it , only time will tell.
Larry Gerlach has written a most readable
book. It should be of interest to anyone
concerned with the tumultous turmoil of
the time , in Utah or elsewhere. He wrote it

under very difficult research restncttons.
Countless interviews and newspaper articles
have been his main sources. The very secrecy
of the Klan itself, the unavailability of
membership lists, and the lack of records
contribute to the paucity of material. It is
too bad that the excellent archives and
records of the Mormon Church, the largest
institution in the state, were denied to him,
for certainly the church has the most to gain
from any effort to unmask the white raiders
of the Ku Klux Klan.
A. Russell Mortensen

A. Russell Mortensen's distinguished career
has highlighted work in both academic and
public history. Dr. Mortensen, a former
professor of history in the University of
Utah, is also past president of the Amen·can
Association for State and Local History and
former assistant director of the National
Park Service.

LET 'EM HOLLER: A POLITICAL
BIOGRAPHY OF J. BRACKEN LEE . By
Dennis L Lythgoe. (Salt Lake City: Utah
State Histon.cal Society, 1982. xi + 343
pp ., index. $17.50)
A maverick throughout his political life,
J. Bracken Lee seemed to live in a constant
state of political and personal controversy.
A partial list of his opponents included :
Utah Superintendent of Public Instruction
E. Allan Batemand and public educators in
general, Utah Supreme Court Chief Justice
James H. Wolfe and most other lawyers,
President Dwight D. Eisenhower, the
United Nations, the Internal Revenue Service, Salt Lake Democratic Party chairman
Parnell Black and virtually all Democrats,
Senator Arthur V. Watkins, Salt Lake City
police chief W . Cleon Skousen, and city
councilman James Barker. A partial list of
causes he supported included: prostitution,
abolition of the income tax, McCarthyism,
elimination of foreign aid, and abolition of
federal grants for urban renewal.

Nevertheless, he was one of the most successful politicians in Utah's history. Lee's
political career spanned more than three
decades. Serving successively as mayor of
Price (1935-1948), Governor of Utah
(1949-1957), and mayor of Salt Lake City
(1960-1972), he was also one of the most
controversial political figures to come from
the Beehive state .
With Lee's strong views, he was a man
who tried to hide nothing. Throughout his
political life, he kept everything on the
record, always provided pithy statements
and was generally good news copy. In line
with this openness, Lee gave Lythgoe complete access to his papers, and opened up in
a series of frank oral history interviews
which provide part of the evidence used in
the book.
It must have proved enormously difficult
for Dennis Lythgoe, a man of moderate
political views, to produce a biography of].
Bracken Lee as balanced as this one . In fact,
it would be difficult to imagine a fairer
treatment of a controversial topic. Lythgoe
reports Lee's views, the political and personal controversies, and his achievements
and shortcomings as faithfully as space and
evidence will allow. In every case, however,
he then stands back and provides a commentary from the perspective of time on the
significance and wisdom of Lee's activities.
After he had begun to develop a record as
Price's mayor, Lee's political support came
from a number of sources, including (particularly) right-wing political groups, lower
and lower-middle class voters, some corporate interests, and (intermittently) the
Mormon Church .
It was an odd coalition, but with it Lee
managed to lead what seems in retrospect a
charmed political life . Even in defeat, as in
the three-way senatorial race with Arthur
Watkins and Ted Moss, he managed to play
the role of spoiler, insuring, according to
some political analysts, Watkins' defeat.
With the possible exception of Lee's sup port of McCarthyism, the most disturbing
feature of his political career was the ease
with which he was able to manipulate the
LOS Church. Lee , a non-Mormon, was a
right winger. His predecessor as governor,
Herbert B. Maw, was an active Mormon and
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a liberal Democrat. Maw tried to keep his
political preferences and religious convictions separate from each other but Lee
unabashedly courted the support of prominent Mormon leaders including President
David 0 . McKay . Not until the 1950s,
when Lee became an outspoken critic of the
Eisenhower administration in which Mormon Apostle Ezra Taft Benson served, did
the close friendship between Lee and prominent LOS leaders cool. Moreover, some
church leaders openly used their ecclesiastical positions as the basis for their
relationship with Lee . This was particularly
true of Thorpe Isaacson of the Presiding
Bishopric who , like Lee , opposed public
education and tried to make it appear that
he spoke for the church leadership in letters
written to Lee endorsing particular candidates and speaking on important issues.
From this reviewer's point of view as a
Utah resident and a Westerner of moderate
political views , the information Lythgoe has
gathered is disturbing , particularly in this
era of tight budgets and conservative
Republican resurgence. In times of crisis , it
seems that many prefer to balance the
budget on the backs of school children
rather than to bite the bullet and provide
for the future. Many find character
assassination acceptable as long as those attacked are from the moderate or liberal side
of the political spectrum. Others seem willing to break the law as long as the federal
government is cheated - unless American
military power is threatened. All in all, this
book provides much to consider about the
political life of Utahns in particular and
Westerners in general .
Thomas G . Alexander

Thomas G. Alexander is professor of history
and director of the Charles Redd Center for
Western Studies at Brigham Young University .
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JAMES GRAHAM COOPER: PIONEER
WESTERN NATURALIST. By Eugene
Coan . (Moscow: University Press of Idaho ,
1981. 255 pp., notes, biblio. , index.
$12.95)
The first generation of Far West explorers
and scientists had passed by the time James
G . Cooper came West as physician and
naturalist for a contingent of the Pacific
Railroad Survey in 1853 . Before 1850
pioneer naturalists had identified most
common species and had provided general
descriptions of flora and fauna . The curtain
of myth and ignorance which long obscured
Far West natural history had thus begun to
rise - but to later generations was left the
detailed taxonomic work essential to complete the picture . Son of a respected
naturalist whose name is still part of the
popular nomenclature of a common
American hawk, and trained as a medical
doctor , James Cooper was better prepared
and equipped than his predecessors to study
the complex biotic communities of the
western slope .
Pieced together from fragmentary sources
that include lengthy excerpts from Cooper's
unpublished autobiographical writings , this
is a useful reference tool for students of
both western history and science . The extensive taxonomic charts and complete
bibliography of Cooper's published works
will appeal to the natural history specialist ,
and the line drawings by Gregory Pole add
life to an otherwise insipid technical section. While factuall y accurate, fully
documented, and free of technical jargon,
the narrative lacks historical depth and
perspective. For example the author , a
zoologist for the Los Angles County
Museum, notes that Cooper opposed indiscriminate wildlife slaughter , wasteful
land use and profligate logging, but makes
no effort to place these sentiments in the
context of nineteenth -century environmental thinking . This reviewer, at least , would
like to know to what extent Cooper was influenced by, or interacted with Ralph
W a! do Emerson, George Perkins Marsh , or
even his California contemporary , John
Muir.
Cooper did his most important work in
California, partly as a member of]. D .

Whitney 's State Geologic Survey and partly
as an independent professional who tried to
support his family and his nature studies by
practicing medicine on the side . If nothing
else he was remarkably resilient despite a
combination of troubles over a thirty-year
period that hampered his work, including
numerous travel hazards, Indian unrest, a
drunken expedition leader, damaged or
destroyed collections , ill health, and a
chronic shortage of funds. But through it all
he persisted , covering thousands of miles of
coastal and inland life zones on both sides
of the continent. Together he and his father
added at least seven new generic classifications and eighty new species to the charts.
While perhaps not among the first rank of
American pioneer scientists, he left an enviable record that this biography brings
together for the first time under one cover.
Ronald H. Limbaugh

Ronald Limbaugh is p rofessor of history in
the University ofthe Pacific and archivist fo r
the Holt-Atherton Pacific Center for
Western Studies. In addition, he serves as
director of the john Muir Microform Project. His book, Rocky Mountain Carpetbaggers: Idaho's Territorial Governors,
1863-1890, was reviewed in these pages
recently.

STANISLAUS: THE STRUGGLE FOR A
RIVER. By Tim Palmer. (Berkeley: Univer-

sity of Calzfornia Press, 1982. xvi + 298
pp., zllus., biblio., index. $19.95)
Few Californians have not heard of the
Stanislaus River, the New Melones Dam
that impounds it , and the political struggles
to build the dam, stop the dam and (failing
that) to on! y partially fill the reservoir.
Recapitulating: in 1944 Congress authorized construction of a dam of size primarily
for flood control; but the Bureau of
Reclamation pushed for a larger reservoir to
provide increased irrigation . When the bigdam philosophy prevailed the stage was set
for the 1970s battle to save this river so

cherished by white-water enthusiasts and
environmentalists. In many ways the
dispute has been a classic fight over California water in the tradition of Hetch Hetchy
and Owens Valley . Environmentalists were
set against developers, water-poor Californians against water-rich Californians,
farmers against river people, and the state
against the federal government. Moreover,
state and federal agencies were internally
divided. Even the Sierra Club split over the
issue. The Yokuts Regional Group favored
the dam because It would improve
downstream habitat and recreational values.
The national organization opposed the dam
because it would destroy the Stanislaus
River canyon.
In 1974 Friends of the River (FOR)
emerged from this milieu. Composed of
white-water rafters, raft excursion companies and environmentalists , FOR strove to
save the Stanislaus River from inundation.
As a group they were young, idealistic , and
unfamiliar with the powerful forces of water
politics. To sustain their effort they had little money but they were armed with great
energy , deep commitment, resilience , and
the capacity to learn from their mistakes .
Tim Palmer, the author of this book, was
one of them , and it is an insider's account
of FOR's attempts to save the Stanislaus and
to educate Californians to contemporary
water 1ssues.
From FOR's perspective, but with due
consideration for opponents' views, Palmer
explains the development of the Stanislaus
struggle. He details the history of the illfated Proposition Seventeen initiative to
stop dam construction, the attempts . to
restrain the federal government from filling
the reservoir above the Parrott's Ferry
Bridge, Mark Dubois' dramatic attempt to
stop inundation by chaining himself to an
upstream boulder, and the endeavor to get
the Stanislaus designated as one of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers. All of FOR's
political effortS failed to protect the river
permanently. Even short-term victories that
halted upstream inundation were foiled by
unusually heavy 1982-83 rains and new
federal and state administrations that
brought pro-water development forces into
power. Nevertheless, FOR's story is an im-
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portant chapter in the history of water in
California and the West , and in the environmental movement . Stanislaus should
be on the short list of important books on
those subjects .
Palmer based this book largely on interviews with opponents and advocates of the
New Melones project and his own experiences. His bibliography consists
primarily of technical reports and
newspaper articles . Although his writing
about the environment and his friends can
be cloying, Palmer - to use river-runners'
jargon - adroitly steers us through the
technical waters of agency jurisdictions,
policies , environmental hang-ups , and the
changing political climate of the 1970s. The
University of California Press should be
commended for illustrating the text with
beautiful high-resolution color plates from
Palmer's photographs of the river, although
a better map would have been helpful.
Because Palmer was a participant in the
event he describes, readers must weigh his
statements carefully. But because he was a
FOR insider Palmer writes with authority
about the organization and has insights that
other writers could not have. He is not uncritical. Indeed, he explicates FOR's
mistakes so that they will not be repeated in
the impending struggles for other California rivers such as the American and the Eel.
FOR's struggle for the Stanislaus was about
intelligent, environmentally sensitive planning. Proponents of New Melones will
disagree with FOR's position, but Palmer
has made a good case for it .
Albert L Hurtado

Albert L Hurtado , assistant professor of
history in Indiana-Purdue University, Indianapolis, received the Ph.D. from the
University of Calzfornia, Santa Barbara.
Professor Hurtado is a former winner of the
Herbert E. Bolton prize for Spanish
Borderlands history.
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RAILS IN THE SHADOW OF MT.
SHASTA . By john R. Signor. (San Diego:
Howell-North Books, 1982. x + 262 pp .,
11/us., biblio., index. $25 .00)
This handsome volume by John Signor
reviews a century of railroading in northern
California and western Oregon. The
680-mile rail route north from Sacramento
to Portland, Oregon , was constructed in the
score of years following the Civil War. The
projected line lay just a few miles west of
Mt. Shasta, a 14, 161-foot peak located forty
miles south of the California-Oregon
border. Many were surprised that the
building of a railroad in the region was even
attempted. In the early 1840s members of
the Wilkes Overland Expedition had written of the rugged terrain : ''No civilized and
sane being would ever recommend the construction of railroads or canals in this region
- all the crossings very bad - descents and
ascents worse . . . " (p. vii) During the
1860s several rival railroads were projected
in the area. Eventually the Oregon &
California built a line from Portland south
to Ashland in southwestern Oregon, while
the Central Pacific built north from
Sacramento up the Sacramento River. Some
of the most difficult construction came in
passing over and through the Siskiyou
Mountains just south of Ashland . An elevation of 4, 13 5 feet was reached with steep
grades , several tunnels and numerous sharp
curves . The 340-mile Central Pacific line
north to Ashland was finally completed in
mid-December 1887 . The completion of
the line to Portland was celebrated by driving home the same golden spike which had
been used previously to mark completion of
the line from San Francisco to Los Angeles .
Earlier in 1887 the Southern Pacific Company, which controlled the Central Pacific,
had acquired a forty -year lease of the
Oregon & California. The steep grades of
the rugged route plus winter snows made
operation of the line both slow and difficult. In the spring of 1888 a rail journey
from Portland to Oakland required thirtyeight hours and a fare of $22.00 . The long
mountain grades, some as steep as three
percent, meant that most passenger trains
were pulled by two locomotives and the
typical freight of twenty to twenty-four cars
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The McCloud River Raziroad No. 11, a curious Baldwin Vulclain compound locomotive of 1904 vintage, am·ves from the Southern Pacific connection in Mt. Shasta
with a local passenger train.

required three or four engines . The Shasta
route carried a varied traffic. Copper mines
south of Mt. Shasta were quite active from
the late 1890s until the early 1920s. The
lumber industry, accompanied by the
operation of many shortline logging
railroads, also created much rail traffic until
the 1930s depression . At the turn of the
century much passenger traffic was
generated because numerous mountain
resort hotels were opened in the upper
Sacramento River Canyon .
After E. H. Harriman took control of the
Southern Pacific in 1901 he sought to
upgrade the route to Portland by avoiding
the Siskiyou Mountains. Between 1906 and
1909 a new eighty-five mile line was constructed from Black Butte, a few miles west
of Mt. Shasta, to Klamath Falls, Oregon,
about forty miles east of Ashland. By 1926 a
line was completed from Klamath Falls

north to Eugene, a town on the original line
125 miles south of Portland. This new
bypass route was known as the Cascade
Line. The twentieth century brought
heavier equipment to the line and by 1949 a
diesel-powered streamliner, the Shasta
Daylight, was providing a 15-112 hour
schedule on the 718-mile run from San
Francisco to Portland .
The author , John Signor, is a Southern
Pacific trainman and railroad buff who lives
in the heart of the Shasta country. Having
spent much of his spare time in researching
the rail history of the area, he has written a
lively and informative text. Over three hundred excellent photographs, varied both in
type and source, enrich the volume . More
than thirty maps and track profiles, all
prepared by the author, are also included.
This vivid account of the Southern Pacific's
Shasta Division should be enjoyed by
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railroad buffs and students of western
transportation history alike .
John F. Stover

john F. Stover, emeritus professor of history
in Purdue University, is an expert in the
area of transportation history, particularly
the razlraods of the United States. His most
recent book is Iron Road to the West.

THE COMPLETE GUIDE TO THE
GOLDEN GATE NATIONAL RECREATION AREA. By Karen Liberatore. (San
Francisco: Chronicle Books, 1982. 120 pp.,
selected biblio., map, zllus., index. Paper,
$7.95)

When the National Park Service was established in 1916 many supporters believed
it should administer only the nation's
superlative scenic and historic places ''America's crown jewels.'' Political
pressures being what they are , this ideal was
not completely realized even in the early
years . Areas of minor and largely local in terest were occasionally admitted to the National Park System to stand beside the
Yosemites and the Grand Canyons. In 1933
the addition of the National Capital Parks
in Washington, D. C., involved the Service
in urban recreation.
Such developments were not viewed with
equanimity by old -guard preservationists .
In 1951 Director Newton B. Drury stated
his belief that the national parks were not
just local "romping grounds" and that the
country as a whole should not be expected
to concern itself with ''something less than
the best." But the move to broaden the
system continued . During the 1960s the
"Great Society" program fostered federal
involvement in providing recreation for urban populations . As one result, Golden
Gate National Recreation Area in California
and Gateway National Recreation Area in
New York were established in 1972, and
several similar urban parks have since been
created elsewhere .
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Whatever one's park philosophy, surely
there are few who regret that federal administration now assures the protection and
adequate recreational development of San
Francisco's Ocean Beach, much of the south
shore of the Golden Gate , Alcatraz Island,
the Marin headlands, Muir Woods, and a
long stretch of Marin shore and highland
extending north to Olema. This Golden
Gate National Recreation Area , together
with the adjoining Point Reyes National
Seashore and Mount Tamalpais State Park,
preserves public access to a magnificent
meeting of land and sea, to great expanses
of open, rolling hills, to forests and
meadows, historic forts and buildings,
beaches, a maritime museum, facilities for
art and theatrical workshops, sites for
festivals and youth hostels, and places to fly
kites and sunbathe . To this "romping
ground'' of federal and state parks Karen
Liberatore has provided an enticing introduction and an excellent guide.
The book provides clear, if brief, instructions for reaching each major section of the
parks . Areas such as Fort Funston, Aquatic
Park, Land's End and Tennessee Valley, to
name a few, and structures such as Cliff
House and Fort Point are not only described
but also interpreted so that their places in
the natural and human scene can be appreciated . Treatments of individual areas
usually include highlights of flora and
fauna , colorful anecdotes of past history,
outlines of present uses, and summaries of
visitor facilities . Several sections of the book
treat more general topics such as architecture in the park and the Indians of Marin
County. Mount Tamalpais and Point Reyes
National Seashore necessarily receive rather
brief treatment, but room was found for a
short description of the bird sanctuary at the
Audubon Canyon Ranch which adjoins the
recreation area.
A useful feature is the appended directory which gives detailed information on
fees, regulations, available services and
facilities, hours of operation, and where to
obtain information and make reservations.
Even restaurants and overnight accommodations in and near the parks are listed .
The single map is satisfactory for general
orientation but is too small in scale to serve

as a guide for reaching the many interesting
destinations in the parks. For this reason
prospective visitors will wish to consult also
the booklet, A Guide to Your National
Park Next Door, obtainable from the
recreation area headquarters at Fort Mason.
But for an overall view of the many and
varied opportunities for enjoyment in
Golden Gate National Recreation Area one
cannot do better than Karen Liberatore's attractive book.
John A. Hussey

john Hussey, retired National Park Service
historian, is the author ofseveral books and
numerous articles on western subjects.

THE KIT CARSON CAMPAIGN: THE
LAST GREAT INDIAN WAR. By Clzfford
E. Trafzer. (Norman: University of
Oklahoma Press, 1982. xvzii + 277 pp., ilfus., notes, bibl£o. , index. $14.95)
THE NAVAJO NATION. By Peter Iverson.
(Westport, CT- The Greenwood Press,
1981. :x:xx£i + 273 pp., biblio., index.
$25.00)
Clifford E. Trafzer's book, The Kit Carson Campaign, reminds one of nineteenthcentury lurid romances which made Indians
into "savages" who were stumbling blocks
to Anglos trying to enjoy the "promise" of
the western frontier. But Trafzer has turned
the stereotype upside down and made Kit
Carson and the Anglos into ''savages,''
while keeping the old cliche of'' innocents''
and / or "great warriors" for the Navajo .
Early in the book the course is set for the
reader. The Indians are "great warriors"
and "Lords of New Mexico," while Anglos
are "killers" and "murderers." We read
the astounding assertion that in the
seventeenth century the Navajo could easily
have driven the Spaniards from northern
New Mexico. Later he adds, ''if the warriors
had wanted it so, they could have dogged
the Nakai (Mexicans) to death."
According to Trafzer, the Navajo could
"easily have defeated" the American troops
at Fort Defiance and elsewhere if they had

been able to acquire better weapons.
However, "The Navajos were intelligent
warriors who chose not to face a superior army unless forced to do so .'' Thus they raided, and he enumerates the reasons for their
raiding. He reports that the Navajo raided
in response to the predatory attacks upon
them by the Ute, Apache, Pueblo,
Hispanos and Anglos. Indeed, to Trafzer,
everybody in New Mexico seems to have
been raiding the Navajo, and the Navajo in
turn had no choice but to fight back. When
Anglo-Americans arrived in New Mexico
they also committed unprovoked attacks on
the Navajo and "the Navajos once again
were forced into a lifeway of raiding.''
The core of this work is a description of
Kit Carson and his role in the final campaign by the U. S. military against the
Navajo, their roundup and internment at
Bosque Redondo, and their final return to
the reservation set aside for them . Trafzer's
account is mired with moralizing about
Americans and Anglos, to the extent that
conjecture and history become confused.
His conjecture on the psychological motivation of American military personnel
becomes quite distracting. While he
moralizes about Americans, he does not
conjecture about the motives of the Navajo,
as though they were either amoral or "innocents .'' At times the author provides colorful descriptions of the landscape and
characters. Henry Dodge, an early agent to
the Navajo, is a character presented in a
favorable light, and is "an impressive
figure, though he stood a mere five feet
seven inches tall,'' while Kit Carson is a tool
of the heartless American military machine
and was ''not an impressive figure of a
man," only "about five and a half feet
tall .... '' At the same time, the author has
hyperbolic, albeit superficial, praise of
Navajo raiding. In the end the romantic
rhetoric, the sometimes indulgent and
patronizing approach to the history of
Navajo warfare, and the moralizing and rationalizing by Trafzer are probably insulting to the Navajo themselves.
The core of Peter Iverson's book, The
Navajo Nation, is a detailed history of the
development of Navajo bureaucracy, from
the time it was set up in the early twentieth
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juanita, wzfe of Manuefito, most famous of the Navajo war chiefs, surrendered with
her husband and was impnsoned at the Bosque Redondo, 1874.
century, in order to allow exploitation of
Navajo resources, until current times , when
the Navajo Nation has become the principal
focus and prime motivator for the Navajo
people 's destiny , much to the dismay of
many interests which originally needed the
tribal government.
Iverson documents the early efforts of
tribal chairmen Jacob Morgan , Chee Dodge
and Sam Ahkeah; the first stumbling efforts
to create tribal health and education programs ; the years when the tribe and govern ment were swindled and used by industry,
which obtained rights to tribal water, coal
and other minerals through what appear today to be unconscionable leases.
As the book progresses the author gets
better at analyzing the unique Navajo
history . (Much of the pre -1920s review of
Navajo history might better have been left
with references to secondary sources .) With
pre -Indian Reorganization Act (1934)
government, the Navajo experience diverged to a large degree from that of other
tribes. The wounds inflicted on the people
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by implementation of the stock reduction
program, under the Bureau of Indian Affairs , not only turned the people against the
"Indian New Deal " reorganization but also
left scars which still affect Navajo politics .
It has been argued that the Navajo were
not a '' tribe ,'' in the strict definition of the
word , until the early twentieth century,
when the federal government imposed a
structured, central government on them .
Iverson states, in fact , "Some Navajos refer
to the 1950s as the period when the Navajo
Nation was born.'' In this light , The Navajo
Nation becomes all the more interesting .
Iverson describes the careers of chairmen
Paul Jones and Raymond Nakai, and spends
a chapter each on Peter MacDonald's first
and second administrations , noting his
mushrooming bureaucracy and consolidation of power.
This book provides an impressive amount
of raw historical data and will be an important source of information for further
studies . The author is best at telling what
the Navajo believed throughout the period

- the Navajo point of view. The book does
not go very far in putting Navajo politics into the perspective of national federal Indian
policy, nor in the national economic
climate, which greatly affected Mac Donald's administration . But Iverson's
acumen for assessing Navajo politics is excellent . He has captured the Navajo spirit
for self-preservation and the movement for
self-determination. As he says, the Navajo
government "became more active in various
areas primarily because the (Navajo) . ..
deemed work by outsiders inadequate and
because they wanted, quite simply, to take
greater charge over their lives. ''
E. Richard Hart

E. Richard Hart, currently director of the
Institute of the Amen.can West in Sun
Valley , Idaho , has beeen a consultant,
wn"ter and editor on the tn.bal history projects of several western Indian tn"bes, particularly the Zuni.

THE VANISHING AMERICAN: WHITE
ATTITUDES AND U.S . POLICY. By Bnan
W. Dippie. (Middletown, CT: Wesleyan
University Press, 1982. xvii + 423 pp., zflus., notes, index. $24.95)
Readers in the field of American Indian
studies will be pleased with this volume
analyzing white attitudes toward the
American Indian. It was written by a scholar
on the faculty of the University of British
Columbia trained in the history of ideas and
in the history of American literature. Using
techniques of researchers in the interdisciplinary field of American studies, Dippie has given us a provocative book with
new insights. Following on the heels of
other volumes dealing with white images of
American Indians, this book has a very
special focus, the concept of the vanishing
Indian as "a constant in American thinking." (p. xi)
This book, then, concentrates on a
unique psychological phenomenon , the

presence of a powerful, all-inclusive idea
that dominated our national thinking
because we believed that the idea was based
upon hard fact. We were convinced that the
Indian was on his way to oblivion. In national debates about Indian policy
Americans reflected this fatalistic prophesy
and it stained every discussion about the Indian and his future in America. No matter
what we did , it was believed inevitable that
the Indian would become extinct.
In analyzing the birth, growth and
development of this misconception, the
book is organized around a number of major historical developments in thought.
Beginning with a graphic account of Indian
defeats as the frontier moved westward,
Dippie shows how these events were portrayed by artists, historians and other commentators, all in accordance with concepts
of civilization 's march of progress. Then
follows a description of exactly how an Indian policy of isolation, segregation and
removal evolved, based upon the view that
Indians were a savage , vanishing race.
Next Dippie comes to the point in the
book, as in the passage of years in our national history , where policy-makers had to
face the fact that Indians had become a
"non-vanishing" race . Policies were promulgated pointing toward Indian assimilation
and amalgamation with the general population . Then, in the third major phase of the
study, came cultural relativism in the twentieth century. Americans under the influence of anthropologist Franz Boas , his
students and others, came to believe the Indians might have - do have - a unique
culture worth understanding and preserving. The author follows this change in attitude through the reforms of the New Deal
and the emergence of John Collier. There is
irony in the fact that the vanishing
American gradually became recognized as
the resurgent American. The author concludes, ''the native American will enter the
twenty-first century unsubdued, unassimilated - and unmistakably alive." (p. 353)
Brian Dippie's book is a model study in
the history of American ideas. It is
documented and filled with perceptive
understandings. For instance, he perceives
that the hard-headed eastern view oflndian
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savagery set forth by Francis Parkman found
echoes in the writings and policies of
Theodore Roosevelt. According to this idea,
whites were civilized and Indians were
savages ; here was the difference between
the races and, further, the difference between retrogression and progress .
As Dippie shows in his final chapters, the
old arrogance in treatment of the Indian
dies hard. It lives on with policies of termination and relocation in modern times.
Although Secretary James Watt surfaced too
late to be included in this book, his very
presence today shows how readily the
federal government's spokesmen will
launch new attacks to finish off the Indian,
his culture and his land base. But even now,
as we have seen in newspaper reports, the
Indians are fighting back and have had the
satisfaction of an apology by Secretary Watt
for at least one of his verbal assaults. Here is
ammunition for another volume by Brian
Dippie in the continuing story of the ''unvanishing" Indian. The Wesleyan University Press is to be congratulated for
publishing such a distinguished contribution to American history.
Wilbur R. Jacobs

Wzil jacobs is professor of American history
in the University of Calzfornia, Santa Barbara, and the author of the recent book,
Frederick Jackson Turner's Legacy, among
others.

SOFT GOLD: THE FUR TRADE AND
CULTURAL EXCHANGE ON THE
NORTHWEST COAST OF AMERICA . By
Thomas Vaughn and Bzil Holm . (Portland·
Oregon Historical Society , 1982. xi + 301
pp ., zilus. , biblzo. $24.95 , paper $16.95)
Early Russian traders called the animal
pelts they gathered "soft gold," and working with that title the editors of this volume
have fashioned a book as beautiful as the
furs . Focusing on the trade , its impact on
native peoples and the white traders'
perceptions, this book provides a rare visual
treat. It offers hundreds of illustrations, in
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color as well as black and white , of the
ethnographic items displayed jointly by the
Oregon Historical Society and the Peabody
Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology of
Harvard University .
The first half of the volume depicts
Pacific Northwest Coast Indian artifacts of
the fur trade era from the Peabody Museum
collections . The items shown include hats
and masks, textiles and ceremonial dress,
bowls, weapons and armor, tools , carvings,
baskets, rattles and pipes. Working from
reeds, wood , stone and metal, Native
American craftsmen fashioned these things
for their own use , trade or pleasure . Even a
casual glance at a few pages of these illustrations will give the reader an interesting
variety of visual impressions .
The second section of the book focuses on
the images which European and American
shippers and traders recorded of the coastal
peoples they met. Drawn from holdings of
the Oregon Historical Society, this includes
journal pages , sketches, paintings, printed
pictures , and maps of many kinds . These
range more widely than the artifacts . Nevertheless , the record of what the traders and
sailors saw and recorded complements the
impressions given by the physical artifacts.
Nearly every page includes a photograph
of artifacts, or pictures of some trading
scene, and substantial descriptions of each
item. Annotations describe every illustration, date many of them, and identify the
person or group responsible. The historical
introduction traces the activities of Spanish,
Russian , British and American traders and
explorers to about 1850. It discusses their
interests and relations with native coastal
peoples . Unfortunately it is somewhat
rambling and discursive and, as a result,
fails to set the magnificent illustrations in a
clearly understandable context.
This is only a minor failing, however , and
the volume is a delight. Few Americans outside the Northwest would recognize the artifacts as of Indian origin . There are no
tepees, buffalo , or feathered headdresses .
That is reason enough to justify this
publication. It illustrates the rich variety of
Indian art and artifacts which differ considerably from the widely perceived patterns . By implication, then, it suggests the

possibility of further variations in the art
and artifacts of Native Americans . When all
is said and done, this book is interesting to
read and a genuine pleasure to behold.
Roger L. Nichols

Roger Nichols is professor of history in the
University of Arizona and the author of the
recent book The American Indian: Past and
Present.

INDIAN FISHING: EARLY METHODS
ON THE NORTHWEST COAST. By

Hilary Stewart. (Seattle: University of
Washington Press, 1982. 181 pp., zflus.,
biblio., index. $15.00)
This handsome book describes in detail
the equipment and practices related to
fishing among Indians of the Pacific Northwest coast from southeastern Alaska to
Puget Sound , as documented from
eighteenth-century European explorations
down to recent replacement of some native
subsistence fishery by commercial and
sports fishing . The northwest coast is
famous in ethnography for the specialized
dependence of its native peoples on aquatic
food resources . Unlike the fisherfolk of
Micronesia and Polynesia , who also practiced agriculture and often raised pigs and
chickens , northwest coast Indians did not
farm and had domesticated only dogs. The
author has examined several major collections of northwest coast fishing gear, as well
as published anthropological literature. She
has also utilized the major early voyage accounts, going back to captains Cook and
Vancouver, and those of observers such as
John Jewett (held captive by the Nootka In dians from 1803 to 1805 ), as well as later
ethnographic documentation, including the
classic northwest coast studies of Franz Boas ,
whose fieldwork extended from 1885 to
1887. From these sources she has provided
4 50 line drawings of artifacts and related
items , all keyed to museum or published
sources .
After a background chapter dealing
with the northwest coast setting, Stewart
presents in systematic fashion data on the

main fish species exploited by Indians. Additional drawings might have shown invertebrate species also important in native
diet (mollusks and crustaceans) as well as
aquatic mammals (sea otters, seals and cetaceans including small whales) important in
this aquatic-resource- based economy.
Stewart goes into fine detail on some items
of fishing gear, such as the famous Ushaped steam-bentwood halibut hook , also
trolling hooks, lures, floats , herring rakes,
harpoons and fish -spears, nets and netframes, fish traps , baskets , weirs , and stonewalled basins used to strand fish at low tide.
The book does not stop with methods of
taking fish, but continues by describing
techniques of cleaning and dressing them,
and their various cooking preparations such
as boiling in watertight wooden boxes,
broiling alongside fires , and smoking and
drying. Candlefish or eulachon were
rendered for their rich oil , which was a standard accompaniment of northwest coast
feasting . We learn about utensils for cutting
and serving fish - stone and shell fishknives , wood and horn ladles, and carved
wooden bowls and dishes. The final chapter
deals , rather briefly to be sure , with ritual
and religious aspects of northwest coast
fishing activities. The most elaborate of
such ceremonies was the First Salmon Rite,
celebrated in various ways and at different
intensities throughout the region. There is a
useful tabulation of taboos and other beliefs
relating to fish and fishing. The text ends
with some translations of fish-related songs,
two of them lullabies .
In any 136-page book it would not be
reasonable to expect complete information
about the history of fishing on the north west coast from the late eighteenth century
to the present . One will have to look
elsewhere (although guides are provided in
the bibliography) for data on fisheries
biology of the region, which is particularly
abundant for the Pacific Salmon Commission . The last 150 years or so have seen some
bitter conflicts arising from the fishing
resources of this region , sometimes pitting
Indians against non-Indians , sometimes the
United States against Canada , sometimes
North Americans against those who are seen
as interlopers from distant countries - not
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Iron Eyes Cody and}. Ca17ol Naish (lower right) in a scene from the 1954 film ''Sitting Bull. "

least, in recent years , the Soviet Union , with
its large fleets of efficient offshore fishing
vessels.
Indian Fishing is highly recommended
for anyone seeking a general introduction to
a region with a remarkably complex preindustrial fishing technology, indicative of
centuries of ingenious adaptations in a
distinctive natural environment.
Gordon W . Hewes

Gordon Hewes, professor of anthropology
in the University of Colorado , Boulder,
specializes in ethnography of western North
America. He is the author of' 'Pointing and
Language, '' which appeared in the recently
published work, The Cognitive Representation of Speech .
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IRON EYES: MY LIFE AS A HOLLYWOOD INDIAN. By Iron Eyes Cody as
told to Collin Perry. (New York: Everest
House, 1982. 290 pp., zllus. , index.
$14.95)
Published in Iron Eyes Cody 's seventyfifth year, this autobiographical memoir
reviews the career of an Indian actor best
known to the American public , perhaps, for
his teary-eyed public service announcement
against environmental desecration . Originally from Oklahoma, Cody went to Hollywood as a small boy. Eventually he had a
hand in a great many Westerns and other
films , in the process meeting the famous
and to-be-famous. Much of Iron Eyes is
devoted to character sketches and anecdotes
concerning a variety of these folks, from
Tim McCoy to Richard Harris , including
Gary Cooper, Cecil B. DeMille , Errol Flynn,
John Ford , Paulette Goddard, Roy Rogers
and John Wayne.
As the sales racks at our supermarkets remind us , there is a substantial audience

always eager to be regaled by such fare.
Even the most stodgy reader of The Pacific
Historian may be drawn, gradually and
grudgingly to be sure, into this particular
account. And given the nature of Cody's
life and career , he does have stories to tell.
Some of them even relate to Indians, heroic
and tragic figures such as Ira Hayes and Jim
Thorpe, for example.
But this book is more about Hollywood
than about Indians . Given the importance
of movies in creating images and stereotypes
of American Indians, Iron Eyes represented
a special opportunity for the author to address the role of Native Americans in film
during this century. Unfortunately, he
largely avoids or ignores this responsibility.
Perhaps Collin Perry did not ask the right
questions into the tape recorder, but we
should not expect a New York City
freelance writer to do so.
When there are Indian references in the
text, they are not always correct. Arthur C.
Parker, for example, did not have a doctorate, and the Comanche were not the first
Indians in this country to use peyote . More
critically, and as Cody admits near the end,
the Indian part of the author's life is essentially absent from this rendition. He notes
that American attitudes toward Native
Americans began to change after World
War II. Only then, he contents, could he
"make demands on the medium and insist
not only on authenticity but a well-rounded
portrait of Indians" (p. 250) .
Cody praises contemporary efforts by
the film industry and argues that Indians
must "work within the system if we're to
really improve our lives.'' Such commentary
in more extended form would have made
Iron Eyes a far more valuable book. As the
volume now reads, however, we must be
content with a primary concentration on
such tidbits as how Marion Morrison acquired the name of John Wayne .
Peter Iverson

Peter Iverson, associate professor of history
in the University of Wyoming, is particularly interested in twentieth -century Indians.
He has written The Navajo Nation and
Carlos Montezuma and the Changing
World of American Indians.
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PACIFIC BOOKSHELF
ConcZ:re report.r on intere.rting publication.r

TRAVELING THE WESTERN
STATES
Travelers' guides have been around since men
learned to write . A new series , Discovering Historic
America, is being published by Dutton. Volume 2, entided Calzforniaandthe West(E.P. Dutton, Inc. , New
York. 1982. 288 pp. $8.95) , will be of particular interest and use to westerners - native , newcomer or
transient. The geographical arrangement makes it easy
to locate specific places. Each specific site is covered
with a brief history , located by address and an occasional map. Visiting hours are given and often a phone
number is included. The editors have included nor only historic sites and parks bur also sites of prehistoric
significance. This is a good addition to a traveling
library.
One of the great travelers of the West was Buffalo
Bill Cody. The Brooklyn Museum , the Buffalo Bill
Historical Center, and the Museum of Art of rhe
Carnegie Institute have collaborated to arrange an
outstanding exhibition of pictures , broadsides and artifacts , and to produce an excellent exhibition catalog:
Buffalo Bzll and the Wzld West (The Brooklyn
Museum. Distributed by the University of Pirrsburgh
Press , 1981.96 pp. $11.95). This beautifully produced
catalog will be a valued addition to collections of
material on Cody, rhe " Wild West " and western art.
Edward Kern traveled the West and the Pacific
Basin over a number of years, serving as artist ,
topographer and cartographer with both the U.S. Army and U.S. Navy. On his first trip West, he accompanied John Charles Fremont in 1845 , serving in all
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three capacities. Over the ensuing years Kern made
other passages through the West and he! ped chart sea
lanes of the Pacific Ocean. Historian Robert V. Hine
has revised his original work on Kern, Edward Kern
and American Expansion, and it has been published as
In the Shadow of Fremont: Edward Kern and the Art
of American Exploration (University of Oklahoma
Press, Norman . 1962. Reprinted 1982. xxi + 180 pp.
$8.95). Hine writes well and all interested in western
history will enjoy this volume.
For natural history fans, the new Peterson Field
Guide will add to their enjoyment of traveling. Written by William N . Eschmeyer and EarlS. Herald with
illustrations by Howard Hammann, A Field Guide to
Pacific Coast Fishes of North Amenca (Houghton Mifflin Company, Boston. 1983. xii + 336 pp. $19.95
cloth; $12 .95 paper), this small volume is packed with
information of all kinds . The illustrations include not
only photographs in color and black and white , bur excellent drawings as well. This a necessary item for "fish
watchers.''
Among the most observant, literate and
courageous western travelers were the Army wives .
They endured much, wrote much and are now coming
into their well-deserved and long-neglected positions
as major contributors to the history of the frontier.
Frances Anne Mullen Boyd , wife of Orsemus B. Boyd
of the U.S. Army, published her account in 1894,
describing life at remote military posts in Nevada,
Arizona, New Mexico and Texas berween 1867 and

1885. With a new introduction by Darlis A. Miller,
Boyd's Cavalry Lzfe in Tent and Field (University of
Nebraska Press , Lincoln. 1982. xiv + 370 pp. $22.50
cloth; $7.50 paper) is once again easily available to
readers. Boyd not only tells of the wretched living conditions and the heavy child mortality rate, but also of
the wide country, blue skies and magnificent
geography she grew to love.
Among the most romantic western travelers were
the mountain men of the Rocky Mountain fur trapping
and trading frontier, and the most extensive and intensive study of them was the ten-volume series, The
Mountain Men and the Fur Trade of the Far West, by
LeRoy R. Hafen. Western historian Harvey L. Carter,
one of the contributors, has selected eighteen of the
essays from the Hafen volumes for re-publication as
Mountain Men and Fur Traders of the Far West
(University of Nebraska Press, Lincoln. 1982. xviii +
401 pp. $8.95). For those who couldn't afford the ten
volumes, or didn ' t have bookshelf space, this abridged
collection will be a welcome purchase. It includes some
of the most prominent mountain men: Pierre
Chouteau, Jr., William Ashley, Kit Carson, Nathaniel
Wyeth and Joe Meek , to mention a few. Each essay is
written by a competent historian and provides interesting reading. Carter has given us an outstanding
short version of one of the major histories of the Rocky
Mountain fur trade.
Fort Laramie , fur-trade and army post, has served
as a major site and a symbol on the Far Western frontier. Built in 1834 by William Sublette as a major focus
of the northern Rocky Mountain fur trade, Fort
Laramie soon became an import ant stop for rest ,
recuperation and trading by emigrants on the
Overland Trails. Beginning in the 1840s, troops stationed here served as protectors of the emigrants and
later of the settlers, both ranchers and homesteaders.
From Fort Laramie, troops left to garrison other
western posts. Now a parr of the National Park System,
Fort Laramie remains an important stop for travelers.
Its history is narrated by Remi Nadeau in Fort Laramie
and the Sioux (University of Nebraska Press, Lincoln .
1967. Reprinted 1982. xii + 337 pp. $8 .95).
Mari Sandoz will always be one of the greatest
writers and historians of the western Plains. Her Old
jules is a classic history of immigrants, the Great Plains
and the homesteaders. Now a collection of excerpts
from Sandoz' works is available for our enjoyment.
Old jules Country (University of Nebraska Press, Lincoln. 1983. 319 pp. $6.50) includes selections from
Old jules, Cheyenne Autumn, These Were the Sioux,
and other books on Native Americans and the Great
Plains country. One new essay, "The Homestead in
Perspective," is also included along with several other
essays previously published. This volume is a good addition to any collection of western Americana.
A slightly different approach to narratives of the
overland trails , for Americans at least, is the journal of
Thomas McMicking, who served as leader of a major

overland party across the prairie provinces of Canada to
British Columbia during the Canadian gold rush of the
1860s. McMicking describes the travels, mileage , problems and geography of the country, including personal
and personality problems. Well edited by Joanne
Leduc, Overland from Canada to British Columbia by
Mr. Th omas McMicking of Queenston , Canada West
(University of British Columbia Press, Vancouver, B.C.
1981. xi + 120 pp. $19.95) is a valuable addition to
the literature of North American overland travel.
A third revised and enlarged edition of America's
Ancient Treasures by Franklin Folsom and Mary Elting
Folsom (University of New Mexico Press, Albuquerque. 1983. xxviii + 420 pp. $14.95) is now available
for travelers and historians. This is a guide to archaeological sires and museums throughout the United
States and Canada . Arranged geographically rather
than topically, the guide includes illustrative drawings,
photographs , visiting hours and addresses as well as
brief descriptions of the sites and museums . Without a
doubt this is a "best bu y"'
Russian America is a viral parr of our frontier
history , yet it is ignored too often in general histories.
Someday this may be corrected. If so, it will be because
of publication of more books such as The End of Russian Amen·ca: Captain P. N. Golovin's Last Report,
1862, translated and edited by Basil Dmytryshyn and
E.A.P. Crownhart-Vaughan (Oregon Historical Society, Portland. 1979. xxi + 249 pp. $21.95). Golovin,
never an employee of the Russian American Company,
was a naval officer when he made his survey and wrote
his report at the request of the naval ministry. The
report was a major factor in the decision of the imperial
government to sell Alaska. Not only is the translation
readable and well documented, but excellent maps are
also included to help the reader.
A study of ways in which small towns are founded ,
grow and decline has been made by Barbara Ruth
Bailey in Main Street, Northeastern Oregon: The
Founding and Development of Small Towns (Oregon
Historical Society, Portland. 1982. xviii + 219 pp .
$12.95 cloth; $8.95 paper). Bailey concentrates her
study on the far northeast corner of Oregon, where the
Oregon Trail crossed, the Nez Perce had their traditional lands, and the Wallowa Mountains dominate
the landscape. She is concerned with the social history
of the towns and their people rather than economic
development. The volume has interesting illustrations
and excellent maps.
Oklahoma has not only been the inspiration for
song writers but has also spawned its own music.
William W. Savage, Jr., a frontier historian , has written Singing Cowboys and All That jazz: A Short
History of Popular Music in Oklahoma (University of
Oklahoma Press, Norman. 1983. x11 + 185 pp.
$14.95). Of course he writes of the best-known sons of
Oklahoma, Gene Autry and Woody Guthrie, but he
also includes jazzmen, blues musicians and such
popular singers as Patti Page and Kay Starr. While
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most valuable for use in a state history course, Singing
Cowboys and All That jazz is a good contribution to
American music history .

NATIVE AMERICANS
A new addition to the many collections of Indian
legends and tales is Shasta Indian Tales selected and
retold by Rosemary Holsinger (Naturegraph
Publishers , Inc., P.O. Box 1075 , Happy Camp , CA
96039. 1982. 48 pp. $8.85 cloth ; $3 .95 paper) . The
tales include explanations of many natural phenomena
and the activities of local animals, charmingly illustrated by P.I. Piemme.
Along the Columbia River Gorge are many Indian
pictographs now described in The Ancient Painted Images of the Columbia Gorge by John A. Woodward
with illustrations by Faye Speciale (Acoma Books, P.O .
Box 4, Ramona , CA 92065 . 1982. vi + 94 pp .
$39.95). Histories and descriptions of the sites and
paintings are given along with drawings. Almost half
of the pages are color plates showing some sites and
most of the paintings . This is a well-done volume capturing another aspect of our nation's history.
Nelson Island is located along the western coast of
Alaska, just south of the delta formed by the mouth of
the Yukon River. For centuries it has been inhabited
by Eskimos, following their traditional culture. In recent years, new technology and the American government have brought changes to the local people . From
1976 to 1978, Ann Fienup-Riordan lived on the island ,
substitute-teaching at the high school , while doing
research for her doctoral dissertation. The result of her
experience is The Nelson Island Eskimo: Social Structure and Ritual Distnbution (Alaska Pacific University

Press, Anchorage , AK 99504 , 1983 . xxvii + 419 pp .
$35.00 cloth ; $9 .95 paper). Well illustrated with drawings, maps and photographs , the book is a fine addition to contemporary anthropological studies which
discusses the changes in culture as indigenous people
are subjected to outside influences.
Magnificently illustrated with color plates, North
Amencan Indian Art by Peter L. and Jill L. Furst (Riz zoli International Publications, Inc. , 712 Fifth
Avenue, New York , 10019. 1982. 264 pp. $45 .00) is a
fairly comprehensive survey of Indian art. Since the
authors have not concentrated on any particular
geographic area , the reader can sample and appreciate
the broad scope and wide variety of Native American
art. Those who collect Indian art will want a copy for
their book shelves; others will simply enjoy the beauty
of the volume each time it is opened .
One form of Indian art, as well as a craft, is
basketry. D.L. and G.E. Nordquist add to our
knowledge of basketry with Twana Twined Basketry
(Acoma Books, P.O. Box 4, Ramona , CA 92065. 1983.
viii + 83 pp. $19 .95) . The Twana Indians traditionally
lived on the Olympic Peninsula and around Puget
Sound . Their basketry was quite distinct from that of
their neighbors . The Nordquists have studied this art
form from an anthropological viewpoint and also
learned the techniques involved. The book includes
photographs as well as drawings which illustrate patterns and methods.

WESOUWWEST
Leon C. Metz' biography of Pat Garren has been
reprinted , thereby making this fine book available to
more people: Pat Garrett: the Story of a Western
Lawman (University of Oklahoma Press , Norman.
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1974. viii + 328 pp. $9.95 ). Although Garren is
usually remembered as the man who shot Billy the
Kid, he was a noted lawman and political personage in
southern New Mexico Territory. Metz ' prize-winning

study describes Garrett's whole career and is an important contribution to the history of New Mexico, the
frontier and lawmen.
Panhandle Petroleum, edited by Bobby D. Weaver
(Panhandle-Plains Historical Society, Canyon, TX.
1982. ix + 132 pp. No price), is a collection of essays
about the oil industry in the Texas Panhandle. Many
first appeared in the Panhandle-Plains Histon'cal
Review and discuss the geology of the area, early
discoveries of oil, and development of the industry in
the Panhandle . Students of the history of the oil industry and of Texas will find this book of particular
mterest.
Texas historian T.R. Fehrenbach has distilled many
of his ideas and interpretations of Texas history in his
most recent volume, Seven Keys to Texas (Texas
Western Press, University of Texas at El Paso , El Paso.
1983. ix + 140 pp. $15.00). His seven keys are not surprising - the people , the frontier, the land, the
economy, the society, the politics, and change. But the
distillation of his knowledge of Texas over the decades
brings insight and understanding to his subjects and
makes this small volume very important.
Kingman, Arizona, has been celebrating its
centennial in many ways. A short, illustrated history of
the town , culled from archives at the local museum ,
from oral history interviews, from newspapers and
other first hand accounts is part of that celebration. A
large portion of the book was produced through CETA
funds, demonstrating that such programs can have
direct benefits for communities. Trails, Ratls, and

Tales: Kingman's People Tell Their Story, 1882-1982
was published by the Centennial Book Committee
(Mohave Graphics, Inc. , 3015 Stockton Hill Road,
Kingman, AZ 86401. 1981. ix + 260 pp. $7.95).
Among the historical incidents included are the
building of Hoover Dam and the rerouting of Route
66 . It's an interesting book for collectors of local
history.
The Gila River, a lifeline in the arid Southwest , has
traditionally been used for irrigation by both Indians
and whites. As a result its natural environment has
changed over the centuries. Amadeo M. Rea in Once a
River: Bird Ltfe and Habitat Changes on the Middle
Gtla (University of Arizona Press, Tucson. 1983. xiv +
284 pp. $24.50) has documented many of these
changes over the last century or two . This is more a
catalog of changes focusing on native and introduced
flora and fauna , than a narrative of changes. Students
of natural history and the environment will find this of
value.
Another natural history study is The Wolf in the
Southwest: The Making of an Endangered Species,
edited by David E. Brown (University of Arizona Press,
Tucson. 1983. xii + 195 pp . $19.95 cloth ; $9.95
paper). The book is based upon historical accounts and
government reports over the years, which present a picture of the gradual decrease of wolves in the Southwest, culminating in the use of pesticides and possible
extinction of the animal in the area. We need more
such studies and, perhaps, more work to prevent such
vital animals from disappearing from our lands.

lliE SPANISH BORDERLANDS
By 1719 Spain had established ten missions and
four presidios in the province of Texas. The viceroy
sene Don Joseph De Azlor y Vrito de Vera, second Marquis de San Miguel de Aguayo , to survey and protect
the province from the French during the hostilities in
1719, although his expedition did not arrive uncillate
in 1720, and remained but two years. A Franciscan
brother kept a diary of the trip which eventually appeared in five different manuscripts. In Aguayo Expedition into Texas/1721: An Annotated Translation
of the Five Versions of the Diary Kept by Br. j uan Antonto de La Peiia Oenkins Publishing Co., Austin, TX .
1981. 133 pp. No price) by Richard G . Santos ,

historians have the opportunity to study the expedition, to study the account of the expedition, and to
learn a great deal more about the early mission and
presidio frontier in Texas .
William S. Coker and Robert A. Rea have collaborated to produce a collected volume of essays on
Anglo-Spanish Confrontation on the Gulf Coast During the American Revolution (Gulf Coast History and
Humanities Conference, Pensacola, FL. 1982. Distributed by John C. Pace Library , University of West
Florida, Pensacola 32504. xix + 218 pp. $10. 95
cloth; $6.95 paper). Contributing authors include
A.P . Nasatir and Jack D. L. Holmes, and the essay
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subjects range widely over the period. This is a valuable
addition to any library on the Spanish Borderlands or
the American Revolution on the frontier.
Another book for the study of the Spanish
Borderlands is Afonso de Posada Report, 1686: A
Descnption ofthe Area ofthe Present Southern United
States in the Seventeenth Century translated and
edited by Alfred Barnaby Thomas (The Perdido Bay
Press, Route 2, Box 323, Pensacola, FL 32506. 1982.

viii + 69 pp. $8.95). Posada made the report at the
time the Spanish authorities were worried about possible French incursions along the coast of the Gulf of
Mexico and the separation of rhe Spanish possessions
along the coast. It reveals contemporary conceptions of
geography and information about the Plains Indians.
Posada 's Report will be a valued addition to collections
on the Borderlands.

MEXICO
One of the opponents to Porfirio Dlaz' regime in
the late nineteenth century , whose opposition led to
the revolution of 1910, was Ricardo Flores Mag6n.
Most of Mag6n's life was lived in the United States
where he was an active propagandist for the revolution.
A personal friend, Ethel Duffy Turner, has written his
biography: Revolution in Baja Calzfornia: Ricardo
Flores Magan 's High Noon (Blaine Ethridge Books,
13977 Penrod, Detroit, MI 482123. Edited and annotated by Rey Davis. 1981. xv + 119 pp. $14.95).
Knowledge of Mag6n adds to our understanding of
Mexican politics and the 1910 Revolution.
Further enlightenment concerning the 1910 revolu tion can be found in a revisionist history by Ian Jacobs,
Ranchero Revolt: The Mexican Revolution in Guerrero
(University of Texas Press, Austin. 1982. xxii + 234

pp . $14.95) . This is a study in the local history of a
conservative area which developed new approaches ro
government after the revolution and which is still, at
times , at odds with the central Mexican government.
Juan Davis Bradburn, like many Americans, left his
natal country ro become a citizen in his country of
adoption. Born in the United Stares, Bradburn became
a Mexican army officer in the 1830s in Texas. This
brought him into conflict with numerous other Mexicans who had formerly been Americans, and Bradburn
was branded a turncoat. In a new biography, Margaret
Swett Henson presents another side: juan Davis Bradburn: A Reappraisal of the Mexican Commander of
Anahuac (Texas A&M University Press, College Station. 1982 . 159 pp. $9.50). This study is for hisrorians
of Texas , Mexico and the Spanish Borderlands.

ASIAN-AMERICANS
Three new books should be of help ro parents and
daughters adjusting ro the conflicts and divisions
which occur in Asian-American families. Diane YenMei Wong collected letters and questions from young
women along the west coast and has written three editions of Dear Diane. Two editions of Dear Diane: Letters From Our Daughters have been published, one in
Korean and English , the other in Ch 'nese and English,
to help improve communication within families. The
last is Dear Diane: Questions and Answers for Aszim
Amen·can Women . All have been published by Asian
Women United of California (1983. Distributed by
Study Center / AWU , P.O. Box 5646 , San Francisco ,
CA 94101.$4.95 each) . By the nature of the questions,
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future historians and sociologists will find these books
valuable in helping to understand twentieth -century
cultural problems .
Oral history is a great help in recording the history
of immigrant groups whose members are not always
literate in their own language , much less English.
Korea Kaleidoscope: Oral Histories, Volume One: Early Korean Pioneers in USA: 1903-1905 by Sonia Shinn
Sunoo is such an addition to our knowledge (Korean
Oral History Project, Sierra Mission Area, United
Presbyterian Church , USA, 1301 Brown Drive, Davis,
CA 95616. 1982. xiii + 224 pp. $8 .00) . The book contains transcriptions of interviews with various immigrants, primarily, and photographs and some

historical narrative have been included . Such volumes
help us understand the melting pot that didn't melt.
A new periodical is targeting the Filipino-American
population of California. Maharlzkans (nobility) is
published by the Maharlika Management Corporation

(551 N. Hunter St., Stockton, CA 95204), founded to
maintain and strengthen various programs which assist
Filipinos and Asian-Pacific Islanders. Volume I, no. 1,
spotlights ten outstanding Filipino-Americans.

WESTERN AMERICAN
LITERATURE
Richard W. Etulain , noted for his bibliographic
work, has now completed A Bibliographical Guide to
the Study of Western American Literature (University
of Nebraska Press, Lincoln. 1982 . xvii + 317 pp.
$22 .50). Rather than catalog all literature (fiction ,
biography, etc.) on the American West, Etulain has
compiled the important articles , books, theses and
dissertations written on or about western authors.
Divided into categories such as dime novels, the Indian
in western literature and movies, the bibliography will
guide persons interested in studying the development
of western American literature over the years . There are
also sections on about 350 authors who wrote about or
lived primarily in the West. This is probably most
valuable for collectors of western American literature.
Among those many authors are Harvey Fergusson,
Mary Austin , Ross Santee , Stewart Edward White and
J. Frank Dobie, to mention a few of the more notable.
Lawrence Clark Powell , over the years, has written
about these and other authors. These essays are now
combined into a reprint of Southwest Classics: The
Creative Literature of the Arid Lands: Essays on the
Books and Their Writers (University of Arizona Press,
Tucson. 1974. 370 pp. $9.95). It's a well-written, interesting book, which is not academic literary criticism,
that buffs and professionals alike will enjoy.
A new novel on the West , specifically on fly -fishing
in Oregon waters, has just been published by the nonfiction publishers, Sierra Club Books. It is a first novel
by David James Duncan, The River Why (Sierra Club
Books, 2034 Fillmore Street, San Francisco, CA 94115.
1983. x + 294 pp. $12.95). A humorous story of coming of age in the fly -fishing world, The River Why will
delight many readers coming from different
experiences.

Boise State University embarked some years ago on
a project to print literary critiques on western writers of
every genre. Four new publications have been issued
recently. In the Western Writers Series, No. 51 is by
Mark Royden Winchell on Horace McCoy, a California
novelist whose works are primarily known in Europe .
His best-known work was They Shoot Horses, Don't
They? Henry Wilson Allen used two pen names "Clay Fisher" and "Will Henry" - while writing
westerns during the twentieth century . Robert L. Gale
has authored No. 52 in the series, Wzll Henry / Clay
Fisher. Quaker author Jessamyn West has written widely in historical literature. Perhaps her best known book
was A Friendly Persuasion, although The Massacre at
Fall Creek received excellent reviews. Ann Dahlstrom
Farmer wrote No . 53 in the series, Jessamyn West. No.
54 , the most recent publication , is entitled The New
Wzld West: The Urban Mysteries ofDashiell Hammett
and Raymond Chandler by Paul Skenazy. Hammett's
San Francisco locations are the subject of constant
study by his fans although Chandler has yet to achieve
the same affection. However, their mysteries are part of
western literature . All of these volumes were published
in 1982 and are about fifty pages long. They can be
purchased for $.75 plus postage from the BSU
Bookstore, Boise State University, Boise ID 83725.
Jack London continues to attract critics, biographers and fans. A new book on the famed California
author is jack London and the Amateur Press by Robert
H. Woodward (Wolf House Books, P.O. Box 209-K,
Cedar Springs, Ml 49319 . 1983 . xv + 64 pp. $6.50).
This will be especially valuable to collectors of material
on London.
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POTPOURRI
A Portrait of the Irish in America by William D.
Griffin (Charles Scribner's Sons, New York. 198 1. xi
+ 260 pp. $14.95) is now available in paperback . This
is a pictorial history rather than a scholarl y study. It
covers the Irish throughout the United States ,
although little special attention is given to Irish on the
Pacific slope.
The study of the movies as an aspect of American
culture and history is rapidly gaining major status. A
recent addition to the literature is Hollywood as
Histonan: Amen.can Film in a Cultural Context,
edited by Peter C. Rollins (University Press of Kentucky , Lexington. 1983. x + 276 pp. $26.00). The
authors of the collected essays include Ira S. Jaffe,
Leslie Fishbein and Charles Maland. The essays cover
such movies as "Birth of a Nation," "Grapes of
Wrath" and "Snake Pit." For those studying
Hollywood and the American movie industry, this will
be good reading.
John H. White of the Smithsonian Institution has
written a short history of the locomotive industry,
American Locomotive Buzlders (Bass Books, 1435 S.
Street NW, Washington DC 20009. 1982. 112 pages.
$9.95). Short essays cover the history of more than one
hundred firms which have produced locomotives in the
United States. For railroad historians and buffs , this is
a "must.
Collectors of local history materials are using more
and more advanced technology and Videotaping Local
History by Brad Jolly (A merican Association for State
and Local Hi story, Nashville, TN . 1982. 160 pp.
$6.00) will help. This should be in the library of any
group doing vi deotapi ng without the professional
facilities of television stations or filmmakers, not just
the libraries of local museums. There is a wealth of information here, wel l illustrated and useful.
Failure to honor properly a Mexican-American war
hero led to the organization of the American G.!.
Forum , one of the most important Hispanic organizations to work for civil rights and social justice. A history
of the group, written by Carl Allsup , is finally
available. The Amencan G.l. Forum: Ong,ins and
Evolution (Center for Mexican American Studies ,
University of Texas, Austin. Distributed by University
of Texas Press , Austin . 1982. xvi + 204 pp. $8.95).
This is an important co ntribution to the history of
Hispanics in American soc iety as well as the search for
social justice in the U.S.
World War II changed the face of America and the
lives of millions. Among those was Joseph Fabry , an
Omaha salesman, who migrated to California in 1942
and bui lt Liberty ships. During the war he wrote down
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his experiences; following the war he retrieved his
notes from desk drawers and produced a personal
history , Swing Shift: Building the Liberty Ships
(Strawberry Hill Press, 2594 15th Ave., San Francisco,
CA 94127. 1982 . 238 pp. $7.95). It is from such
delightful personal accounts, documented with pictures and archival material, that the history of World
War II can be written in terms of its effects upon the
people.
Folklore often provides the real meat of social
history , for it is the record of the people's psyche. Now
we have the long-awaited Handbook of Amencan
Folklore edited by the late Richard M. Dorson (Indiana
University Press , Bloomington. 1983. xix + 584 pp.
$35.00). This massive work covers all aspects of collecting, presenting research and teaching folklore, drawn
from the works of many, many folklorists. Dorson has
included not only white Americans but also Native
Americans , Hispanics, Afro-Americans and all other
racial and ethnic groups in our culture, from all
geographical areas. This is an asset for any library on
Americana as well as an essential resource for students
of folklore.
A new approach of the study of North America is to
divide it into power blocks based on geographical
regions and economic resources . Joel Garreau in The
Nine Nations of North Amenca (Avon Books, New
York. 1981. xvi i + 427 pp. $7.95) has enumerated
such areas as the Empty Quarter (the Central Basin and
Rockies north to the Arctic) , the Breadbasket (Texas to
Manitoba), the Foundry, and others. The Pacific Coast
falls into Ecotopia and Mexamerica. This book has entrancing and thought-provoking ideas, and is fun to
read.
A new book on rodeos is on the market. Murray
Tinkelman has collected black and white photographs
in Rodeo: The Great Amen·can Sport (Wi lliam Morrow
& Co. , New York. 1982. 64 pp. $7.50) and provided
explanatory texts . This book is for those who collect
material on rodeo and horse games.
For those studying Japan and Korea, Doctoral

Dissertations on j apan and Korea, 1969-1979: An Annotated Bibliography of Studies in Western
Languages, compiled and edited by Frank Joseph
Shulman (University of Washington Press, Seattle.
1982. xvi + 473 pp . $35.00 cloth; $14.95 paper) will
be of great help. The two countries are covered in
derail and the dissertations arranged in topical order.
This type of bibliography makes life much easier for
the researcher and, considering the amount of material
encompassed within its pages, it is a very good bargain
for the price.
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